6th February 2020

NOTICE OF MEETING
Regeneration Committee
Thursday, 13th February 2020
10.00am, Thanet House, 58 London Road, Stroud
** Members of the public are welcome to attend **

AG E N D A

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

To receive apologies for absence
To receive declarations of interest
To consider requests for dispensations
To note the Terms of Reference for the Committee
To approve the co-option of representatives from business and community
organisations
To receive questions from members of the public
To receive a budget report to December 2019
To consider recommendations from the Concordat Parking Working Group
concerning off-street parking
To receive an update on the Gloucestershire County Council street parking review
To receive a report from the tourism group
To consider proposals for a tourism website
To receive an update on Neighbourhood Development Plan projects
To receive a verbal report on a meeting with Network Rail about Stroud Station
To consider preliminary design proposals for the open space at Wallbridge
To receive an update on the review of the Shaping the Heart of Stroud
Neighbourhood Development Plan
To receive minutes of the following working group meetings:
Concordat
NDP Working Group

29th July 2019
13th November 2019

Stroud Town Council, Thanet House, 58 London Road, Stroud GL5 2AD
Email: council@stroudtown.gov.uk Web: www.stroudtown.gov.uk
Tel: 01453 762817 Fax: 01453 753390

DUTIES AND POWERS OF COMMITTEES
The Town Council is the final authority on matters of policy and the powers or duties
exercised by the Council. The Town Council will be solely responsible for the following
specific functions:
a) The power of raising loans and setting the precept
b) The power of incurring capital expenditure not specifically included in the Council's
approved estimates of expenditure for the time being
c) The appointment or dismissal of the Town Clerk/RFO
d) Appointment of Committees, Chairs and Deputy Chairs thereof
e) Appointment of Representatives on Outside Bodies
f) Annual Subscriptions
g) Standing Orders and Financial Regulations as to the conduct of the Council's business
h) The Committee Structure including terms of reference, membership and voting rights
i) Confirming eligibility to use the General Power of Competence

STANDING COMMITTEES
Stroud Town Council operates and governs under a committee system with the following
delegated powers.
Councillors shall be members of the Standing Committees of the Council in accordance with
Standing Orders.

REGENERATION COMMITTEE
Overall purpose
The overall purpose of this committee is to promote and support regeneration and economic
development

Areas of Responsibility
a) Town centre regeneration including public realm improvements
b) Delivery or promotion of projects identified in the Shaping the Heart of Stroud
Neighbourhood Development Plan in partnership with relevant authorities and
landowners
c) Support for projects and organisations in Stroud which promote:
• public transport services and infrastructure
• tourism
• economic development, employment and skills
• accessibility
• accessible community transport
d) Provision of festive lights
e) Monitoring the effectiveness of the Neighbourhood Development Plan and managing
periodic reviews in accordance with Stroud District Council’s Local Plan timetable
f) Business liaison

Duties and Powers
1. Power to spend sums in the current budget of the Committee as agreed for the year

2. Duty to agree projects/activities for the committee on an annual basis in accordance with
the Council’s Strategy and to manage and monitor them
3. Power to make recommendations to Finance and Policy Committee and/or Council (as
appropriate) where expenditure is required for which there is no current budget
4. Power to authorise correspondence that will not, in itself, result in council expenditure or
bind the council to any course of action, except for that already provided for in the annual
budget
5. Duty to prepare by October in each year budget proposals for revenue and capital
expenditure for recommendation to Council

REGENERATION COMMITTEE

Expenditure
Town Centre/Regeneration
Christmas lights erect
Town Centre Project/cleanliness
NDP WG projects
Add. Contribution to Canal
Defibrillators
Total

Budget report

Budget
8,000
4,500
65,000
77,500

to 31/12/2019

Spent
153
2,954
20,342

Balance
7,847
1,546
44,658
1,179 1,179
24,628
52,872

Underspend in NDP WG budget will be transferred to earmarked reserve at year end.

Income
Town Centre/Regeneration
Community Infrastructure Levy
Grants
Use of reserves
Precept
Grant -Cycling project
Total

Budget
500
5,300
36,700
35,000
77,500

Received
Balance
866 366
52,000 46,700
36,700
35,000
18,000 18,000
105,866 28,366

Stroud Concordat
Parking Working Group Meeting Notes
Wednesday 17th July 2019 - Stroud Town Council Offices
Present:
Chair: Kevin Cranston (STC)
Kim Cowan (STC)
Sinead Chambers (SDC)

Kate Montgomery (STC)
Andrew Watton (Chamber)
Michael Towson (SDC)

Apologies: Cllr Simon Pickering (SDC), Cllr Chas Townley (SDC, STC), Tony Davey
(Chair, Chamber)
1. To receive apologies
Apologies were received from Cllr Simon Pickering, Cllr Chas Townley and Tony
Davey
2. To receive the notes of the meeting of 13th May 2019 (previously circulated)
The notes were received by the group as an accurate reflection of the last meeting.
3. To consider the data and key findings from the Analysis Phase 2 document
Members of the group extended thanks to Tony Davey of Stroud Chamber for his
hard work on the analysis of the data.
The group discussed the summary items from the data and decided upon the
following recommendations to the Concordat;
 Brunel Mall
Re-align all levels to be one price and all long stay
Group London Road surface carpark and Brunel Mall MSCP area for one
parking tariff (to include free after 3pm across area as a whole). This would
allow for better signage and communication of charges to public.
Open until 9pm.
Open door to service yard to enable people to retrieve vehicles after main
mall area is closed and locked.
Publicise MSCP as secure and potential for long-term residential parking
permits (e.g. to keep cars secure while on holiday)
To open on some Sunday’s for special events or festivals.
Introduce a weekend-long stay for £5
 Church Street
Introduce a 3 hour stay at Church Street carpark for £4. Current longest stay
is 2 hours. This increase could off-set introduction of free after 3pm in London
Road surface carpark.
 General
Remove ‘convenience fee’ of 10p per transaction for use of MiPermit app –
MT to investigate
Real-time signage, ongoing research into this, KC to report back at next
meeting

Add info to back of all paper tickets to highlight free after 3pm parking in
Brunel Mall.

Action:

MT to investigate impact of removing 10p convenience charge from
MiPermit app.
Group to report recommendations back to main Concordat

4. To discuss further options
The group discussed the lack of clarity around the parking tariff in Brunel Mall and
ways to promote this effectively.
The group discussed ways to promote the MiPermit app through the Town Council
newsletter.
Action: None
5. AOB
None
6. Date of next meeting
KM to send doodle poll for October meeting

Meeting ended at 4.10pm

“100 Voices” – Understanding Parking
June 2019

Analysis date: 19 September 2019
The results of this survey are not to be published in whole or in part without appropriate credit to the Chamber

Executive Summary
Aim
The aim of this survey was to better understand the parking habits of those who shop and use businesses in Stroud
town centre. It was also designed to help monitor the effectiveness of some information sharing initiatives
undertaken by the Stroud and District Chamber of Trade and Commerce (the Chamber) to help improve the
experience for those who visit Stroud town centre. The results would also be used to help inform the Concordat for
Stroud (which includes the Chamber, Stroud Town Council, Stroud District Council and Gloucestershire County
Council) who are reviewing the balance of car park usage across the town and understand the some challenges
visitors face.
Whilst not considered a consultation or exhaustive survey, the Chamber embarked on a “100 voices” survey to
understand the views of 100 respondents. Such was the volume of interest (and speed of response) the Chamber
extended the analysis group to 150 respondents.
Results
Church Street and Brunel Mall were the most used car parks by those who responded to the survey. Whilst the
Chamber had expected that the majority of respondents would keep to using a single car park, the results showed
60% use two or three car parks often. Saturday Morning and Afternoon are the most popular times the respondents
used the car parks in town, with afternoons being consistently more popular during the week. The results showed
that despite Brunel Mall being free to park after 3pm, convenience of location is more important than price for
many, with respondents happy to pay to park if it is closer to where they want to go.
Two hour stays were the most common purchase with almost half of respondents declaring this (47%). Short stays
seem the most popular, with a further 26% of respondents choosing just one hour. There were many calls to make
parking free or cheaper for those who park for shorter durations, in addition to concerns about Stroud town
subsidising parking across the rest of the district. There is some evidence that many visit Stroud town because
services, such as banks and dentists, are no longer present in their own towns. The lack of on-street parking that
allows a quick visit to “pop” to a specific shop or business was also a common criticism.
The most popular car park in Stroud town is Church Street (25%) because of its central location and convenience for
The Shambles market. Brunel Mall was a close second (23%) because it is free to use after 3pm and its location close
to the Farmers Market in Cornhill.
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The least popular car park (35%) was Merrywalks (now Five Valleys) with Brunel Mall (16%) following. The fact that
many dislike multi-storey car parks pays a large part of this, but parking bay size and the ramp in Five Valleys were
the most common complaints. The parking bay size, that it is dark, and that it closes at 18:30 were discouraging
factors for Brunel Mall.
So, why not use public transport more? Our respondents had much to say on this matter. The high price of tickets
and unreliability of bus services were common responses. Where a return on the bus is £4 and parking for two hours
is less than half of that, plus there not being a regular or reliable service (and in some cases no service at all) many
consider travelling by bus is simply not an option. For those with mobility issues, getting into town after alighting
from a bus at Merrywalks can be very difficult.
Our geography plays a large part in discouraging people from walking and cycling more; we have too many hills.
Pedestrians commented how many pavements that they could use to walk into town are very narrow and (in some
cases) overgrown. It is of note that many cyclists referred to safety issues on the road and the lack of cycle lanes. The
condition of the cycle path between Nailsworth and Stroud was also described as so poor as to force cyclists to use
the roads instead. The lack of secure parking for bicycles within the town also discouraged people from bringing their
bicycles into town, though Stroud Town Council have news of improvements due in Spring 2020.
The survey also served to inform. Only 11% of respondents previously knew you could park for up to 72 hours in
Cheapside. 23% were not aware you could park for FREE in Brunel Mall multi-storey after 3pm Monday to Saturday.
59% learned you could use the MiPermit App to extend your stay from wherever you are, when using a Stroud
District Council operated car park. 76% were not previously aware that there are often spaces in the Brunel Mall
multi-storey, even on Saturdays. 77% indicated they were not aware it is cheaper to park in the Brunel Mall multistorey (even for shorter stays) than either of the two short-stay car parks (Church Street or Rowcroft), which is
especially relevant when both are often at capacity. Safety and accessibility are amongst the factors that discourage
people from using multi-storey car parks, though 81% were unaware Brunel Mall multi-storey has CCTV and 59%
were unaware it has a lift.
Tony Davey, Chair or Stroud and District Chamber of Trade and Commerce, commented “The Chamber thanks
everyone who took part in our survey and are very pleased with the information it provided. The findings have
helped us identify some focus areas to encourage car park operators to make adjustments that will help those who
visit and use our town centre. Further, when liaising with the Councils who serve our town, we have evidence of
public opinion to back our initiatives to improve the town for everyone.”
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Which car parks are most often used?
We asked which car parks the respondents used most often, to help us understand parking patterns and whether
respondents reserved their parking to only one car park.

Fig 1.1 Car Park Usage displaying % of respondents
Respondents could select multiple car parks as often used. Church Street and Brunel Mall Multi-story Car Park were
the most used by the recipients, being used by 45% and 43% of respondents respectively.
Only 1 respondent indicated they often use 7 different car parks. It was most common for respondents to use 2 car
parks often (38%) whereas 23% of respondents only often use 1 car park. 23% of respondents indicated they use 3
different car parks often.
Chamber comment:
Anecdotal evidence had suggested that people favour just one car park and stick to it. The responses showed it was
more common (amongst the respondents) to use 2 often, with 60% of respondents using 2 or 3 car parks often. There
is no clear winning combination of car parks, but the more common of the two is Brunel Mall, likely because of being
free after 3pm.
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When do visitors most often park in Stroud?
We asked when respondents use car parks in town to help us understand and validate when respondents most often
visited town.

Fig 2.1 When respondents park in town
Respondents were able to respond to all the times they park in town. Not surprisingly, given the popularity of our
markets in The Shambles and Cornhill, and considering traditional town shopping patterns, Saturday Morning and
Afternoon are the most popular. Afternoons are consistently more popular during the week.
Chamber comment:
It would be reasonable to imagine that the popularity of afternoon parking correlates with using Brunel Mall as it is
Free after 3pm. The data does support this, but only accounts for a little less than 50% of such afternoon visits when
we carried out a deeper analysis.

5
© 2019 Stroud and District Chamber of Trade and Commerce

www.stroudchamber.org.uk

Which tickets are visitors buying?
We asked which ticket the respondents most commonly purchased, allowing the selection of only one. We wanted
to better understand how long the respondents planned to stay in the town.

Fig 3.1 The most common ticket duration purchased.
2 hour stays were the most common purchase with almost half of respondents declaring this (47%). Short stays
seem the most popular, with a further 26% of respondents choosing just 1 hour.
The survey allowed respondents to provide extra information about their views on parking, with many choosing to
comment on the cost of parking. There were calls from the respondents to make parking free in Stroud, as it has
been in other towns in the district, and concerns that Stroud will be subsidising free parking elsewhere in the
District. There were many comments relating to free parking for short periods, but maintaining charges for those
who want to park all day. There were references to Mary Portus’s report on the regeneration of the high streets and
how free parking can benefit footfall.
There were calls to have permits for locals that allow them to park for 15 minutes (or so) for free, as are available in
parts of Spain and France.
There were also many comments that it is expensive to park, though very few mentioned what they were comparing
to. Where comparisons were made, they were to out-of-town shopping areas such as The Mall in Cribbs Causeway
and The Peel Centre next to Gloucester Quays.
Chamber comment:
Anecdotal evidence suggests that many come to Stroud to visit the banks and building societies, as many of our
surrounding towns have faced severe cuts with widespread branch closures. When we carried out a deeper analysis,
visits to services (dentists, for example) account for some of the short stops too, based upon the text responses given
within our survey. Businesses in town can benefit from these visits too, but evidence from InStroud indicates shops
could do more to raise awareness of their presence and the variety of goods they sell.
Calls for free parking, as has been afforded to all other towns within the District, are common - not just within this
survey. It remains unclear how maintenance on the free car parks will be funded and when the promised review of
parking in Stroud town by Stroud District Council will be held. District Councillors will be aware that many of their
constituents have to park in Stroud town to access the shops and services, and pay the prevailing tariffs there.
Whilst cost of parking is a concern for many, the results from the survey show that many do not choose the cheapest
options, favouring convenience over savings.
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Which were the favourite car parks
We asked respondents to select their favourite car park and what influences their choice. We wanted to better
understand the deciding factors and how much the cost of parking influenced their choice.

Fig 4.1 The preferred car park
Church Street took the lead with 25% of respondents choosing it as their preferred car park, though Brunel Mall
followed closely with 23%.

What influenced these choices?
Many of the respondents who
prefer Church Street stated it is
because of its more central
location and is closest to the
shops in the High Street and the
Shambles Market. It is convenient
and the spaces are considered
easy to park in.
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Those who favoured Brunel Mall
did so primarily because it is Free
after 3pm and is close to the
Farmers Market on a Saturday. Its
location (often considered by
some as more “out of town” than
perhaps it is) was also a factor in
its popularity, coupled with the
fact that it very often has spaces
and is cheaper than some others
to park in. It is closest to where
some live, and so they reach it
first on their way into town.
The fact it is undercover is also
seen as a bonus in sunny and rainy
weather.

The respondents who prefer Five
Valleys (was Merrywalks)
indicated it is because of its
location to the shops and
businesses they use in and around
the shopping centre. Its
accessibility and that it is flat
access make it easier for those
with mobility issues and those
who use mobility scooters than
some other car parks in the town.
Using the parent and child spaces
make it easier for when visiting
with children.
The fact it is undercover is also
seen as a bonus in sunny and rainy
weather.

Those who favoured Cheapside did
so primarily because it has space to
park and its layout is less cramped.
For many it is the closest when
they travel from home, and closest
to where they go to shop or work.
For many it is convenient for the
train station too. The price attracts
some users.
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Chamber comment:
The convenient and central location of Church Street outweighs the fact it is more expensive to park there than many
of the other District Council car parks. Accessibility is important and the hilly nature of the town certainly influences
many people’s choice of car park (with Parliament Street being the least accessible for those with mobility issues due
to its location and layout). We expected multi-storey car parks to be less popular as we often hear comments that
people dislike how they can feel cramped, can appear dark and the pillars difficult to navigate, but cost savings and
accessibility seem to outweigh this for many. Brunel Mall being Free after 3pm certainly helps raise its popularity!
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Which were the least liked car parks
We were keen to understand what factors led to some car parks being less popular. It could uncover challenges that
the Chamber could work with the car park operators to improve.

Fig 5.1 The least liked car park
Multi-story car parks topped the list of least liked car parks. Five Valleys (was Merrywalks) whilst coming third in
the preferred list, is judged by 35% of respondents as their least favourite. Brunel Mall, a close second in the
preferred ranking is also the second most disliked with 16% of the vote, with Rowcroft following closely with 15%
and Parliament Street with 12%.

What influenced these choices?
Many of the respondents who
disliked Five Valleys (was
Merrywalks) stated they find the
parking spaces cramped, they
dislike the ramp and report it is
difficult to park in. They find the
entrance and exit difficult to
navigate and too many tight
turns; they also dislike the overall
layout. They find the look
depressing, some do not feel safe
and there were comments that it
is dirty. Changing to a “pay and
display” from a “pay on exit” was
also unpopular. It was also
reported that some have
problems paying by card as it
does not always work.
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Brunel Mall has some similar
comments stating it is dirty, dark
and the spaces are very narrow.
Some said they feel vulnerable
using multi-storey car parks like
this, and find navigating around
the pillars difficult. There were
also comments that it closes too
early, as it closes at 6:30pm
weekdays and Saturday. There
were also some comments that
pedestrian access to the shops is
not as good as it could be.
Whilst there are disabled parking spaces in Brunel Mall, users have identified that the doors are too heavy and
awkward for them to use, so they exit via the vehicle exit (especially if using a chair or scooter) and then have to
navigate the narrow pavement on the London Road from Waitrose Roundabout to Cornhill Roundabout.

Rowcroft was third in on the list,
with the overriding concern being
the overall lack of available
parking. Respondents note it is
expensive and not on the side of
town they visit.
Accessibility is another common
factor, with concerns about the
ease of exit onto the busy
Merrywalks road.

Parliament Street received
comments about its location being
too far away and up a steep hill
and so difficult to access,
especially with shopping or when
with children.

We shared the concerns with Dransfield Properties Limited (the owners of Five Valleys) and Stroud District Council as
we were keen to get a balance and feedback from them.
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As the refurbishment of the Five Valleys is still ongoing, we asked Dransfield Properties
Limited (the owners of Five Valleys) for their comments about the responses to our
survey.
Unfortunately they were unable to respond by the deadline for the publication of this
report, but we hope to receive an update from them soon.

We approached Stroud District Council regarding the comments made relating to the
Brunel Mall Car Park, specifically relating to the comments that it is dark and that some
elements are difficult to navigate if you have mobility issues.

“

We greatly appreciate the work that The Stroud Chamber of Trade
has carried out with regards to the Parking in Stroud town centre.
We have taken the comments and suggestions on board and will
look into the feasibility of implementation.

”

Chamber comment:
We have investigated some of the comments and consider there may be a balance. Whilst some of the comments are
easy to apply today, others may be problems of the past that have (in more recent times) been addressed. Multistorey car parks, especially those that have been built many years ago, have layout challenges that many of the more
modern builds do not. The geography of Stroud is something that cannot be addressed, of course.

12
© 2019 Stroud and District Chamber of Trade and Commerce

www.stroudchamber.org.uk

Why not walk, cycle or come via public transport?
We favour a balance of transport methods into the town. Cutting congestion and addressing the impact of travel on
the environment is important, but the need to drive into town is influenced by many factors – some of which could
be addressed and influenced, others of which cannot.

Buses
Price is a common factor in why people do not favour travelling by bus; an example given is a return bus fare is £4,
and it is half that to park for two hours. Some commented the price is “prohibitively expensive”. Buses are reported
at running to an inconvenient timetable and this can worsen at weekends. Respondents state the services are not
frequent enough and that many state the services finish too early (including a few respondents who identified they
lived in Bussage noted this). Respondents revealed the services are, in their opinion, unreliable (both failing to run
and not being on time) and some stated they need to take more than one bus to get into town. The catchment of
Stroud is wide and rural, with a large number of respondents stating there is no public transport provision where
they live at all.
Access into town from buses was also a concern, with many stating it is too hilly to get into town from where the
buses stop now (opposite the cinema) and that the Five Valleys (was Merrywalks) lifts are not always working
making easy access into town for those with reduced mobility very challenging indeed.

Cycling
A major obstacle to cycling is that Stroud and the surrounding areas are too hilly, many responded. Many also raised
the concern that there is a lack of cycle lanes leading into town and do not feel safe cycling on the roads (notably
from Stonehouse and Chalford towards town), plus the Cycle Path from Nailsworth to Stroud is not maintained well
and bad for cycling on. There were also some comments that the canal is difficult to cycle along. A few commented
they felt there was nowhere safe to park a bike in town.

We know Stroud Town Council have been focusing on how to improve the experience of
those who cycle into Stroud, so we approached them for comment:

“

Following a successful application from Stroud Town Council for funding from
the Department for Transport (and with additional top-up funding from the
Town Council itself) it is set to bring a new, secure cycle parking to the Train
Station around Spring 2020. This is set to include CCTV monitoring and add an
additional 40 spaces to the existing 20. Whilst being of use to those travelling
from the station, it can also benefit anyone who is cycling into Stroud and
wishes to securely park their bicycle. It provides easy access to the Stroud to
Nailsworth Cycle Path, the Canal and the road network at Wallbridge and is
easy walking distance to town.

”

We are also working on a Feasibility Study for the A419 from Chalford to
Stroud. Nearly 400 people responded to our survey and the high speeds and
dangerous road conditions for cyclists featured heavily. The route is enormously
challenging but we have asked consultants to create a best case route. Lots of
people indicated that they would consider cycling if the conditions were better.
We hope to work with Gloucestershire County Council to see how
improvements can be made for cyclists who travel into town.
Chamber comment:
We are aware that Stroud District Council are applying for funding to resurface the Stroud to Nailsworth Cycle Path.
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Walking
The steepness of the hills (and the number of them) and the distance between Stroud and where the recipients live
mean walking can be difficult, many respondents said. Further, many have health issues that prevent them from
walking, though they would like to. Pavements and paths can be too narrow, not maintained or overgrown with
weeds making walking hazardous. For many, they feel they cannot carry all the shopping they need to get home.
There were positive comments from those who run or walk into town on the canal towpath, as it is well maintained
and in pleasant surroundings.

Other comments…
Convenience certainly plays its part in why some people choose to drive, and that it is quicker to drive (which is
important when juggling the many pressures of a busy life). There were also many who explained they are not fit
enough to walk long distances or cycle, so rely on being able to drive into town and park. There are also cases where
the respondents have to bring others into town that cannot walk so easily. Having too much shopping to walk, cycle
or struggle on the bus was a common response.
Weather is another factor that influences those who may otherwise walk or cycle; when the weather is poor they
choose to make their trip by car.
There is little on-street parking (which is free) to pop into town for a quick 10 minute visit, and what on-street
parking there is fills quickly. The parking in Fawkes Place (for those who have blue badges) is better than on-street
parking (respondents suggest), but it is reported as often full and that the surface is poor and uncomfortable. It is
also mentioned that the entrance to Fawkes Place is often hazardous as people drive into it too fast; it also has no
pavements so navigating your journey in and out of it is also challenging.
There were concerns that free after 3pm may bring too much traffic into town during the afternoon school rush, and
that offering free parking at any time in the day for 1 or 2 hours would provide a better balance. “Pay on exit” car
parks are suggested as a way to help visitors stay longer without rushing to meet a deadline and leaving earlier than
they would like.
There was a comment that parking should be free for disabled visitors in both Merrywalks and Brunel Mall. In the
case of Brunel Mall (and any Stroud District Council car park) it is, of course.
Chamber Comment:
Within Stroud District Council operated car parks, blue badge holders can park in other bays than just blue badge
bays (excluding motorcycle bays/restricted areas) as long as they display the badge.
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Did you know…?
The Chamber has been actively promoting “Free after 3pm” and encouraging businesses in town to do the same. The
Chamber was also keen to inform the respondents about some useful and, perhaps, lesser known facts. To help
inform and monitor the effectiveness of their communications, the Chamber asked which of the facts the
respondents already knew about.

Fig 5.1 Who knew? …
Most recipients did not know you can park over 24 hours and up to 72 hours in Cheapside car park; only 11%
indicated they knew. This makes it ideal for those who are travelling by train to London for a few days, or anyone
who wants to park for a longer period than one day in town.
67% of respondents knew it is free to park in the Brunel Mall car park after 3pm, Monday to Saturday. Almost all of
the initial respondents to the survey, who were predominantly InStroud followers, knew. This was no surprise as
InStroud often reminds its followers. As news of the survey spread, the percentage of those who declared they knew
started to fall.
41% of respondents indicated they knew the MiPermit App allows you to pay for your parking at Stroud District
Council sites and to extend your say from wherever you are. Whilst it requires a smart phone and there is a small
surcharge, being able to extend your stay at will using the MiPermit App can help compensate for the lack of payon-exit parking provision in town.
Only 24% of respondents indicated that they knew there are usually spaces in Brunel Mall car park, even on a
Saturday when the Farmers Market is open. We have anecdotal evidence that some visitors avoid visiting town at
certain times because they believe there is no parking, but data from Stroud District Council clearly indicates that
Brunel Mall car park is rarely full, even at the busiest times and days.
23% of respondents indicated they knew that it is cheaper to park in Brunel Mall (even for short stays) than the two
Short Stay car parks (Church Street and Rowcroft). These two short stay car parks are often at capacity, whereas
Brunel Mall is rarely at capacity.
The Chamber understood how many dislike parking in multi-storey car parks and was already aware there were
likely to be concerns raised over access and safety. Only 19% of respondents indicated they knew Brunel Mall has
CCTV which, generally, makes people feel safer. However, 41% did know Brunel Mall has a lift to make it easier for
those with mobility issues.
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Our committee are volunteers who give their time for free.
Our core initiatives are funded solely through membership subscriptions, not funding.

If you believe in making Stroud better for business, together, please show your
support by becoming a member. Annual membership is only £25.00 per annum.
Visit www.stroudchamber.org.uk/join-us to join today.
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Progress in Delivering Projects
In the NDP, fourteen projects were identified based on an Infrastructure Plan which sets out the infrastructure
requirements arising from the policies and proposals in the plan. To implement the plan and complete the projects it has
been necessary to undertake research and consultation with the public and to work closely with a range of public and
private sector partners and stakeholders. In many instances the Town Council does not have direct control to deliver
outcomes, but performs a lobbying role with e.g. Highways.
The progress towards targets is sometimes slow because of the high cost of some projects and the limited access to
funding e.g. Access for All Funding which is awarded approximately every 5 years. It can however be unexpectedly quick,
for example the improvements to Merrywalks/Five Valleys Shopping Centre which have been undertaken by the private
developer, Dransfield Properties. The developer has been open to establishing a good working relationship with town,
district and county councils and played a proactive role in an ambitious bid for government funding for infrastructure in
March 2019, which was sadly unsuccessful.
The estimated timescales for the projects listed and colour coded in the table below were:
•
•
•

Short-term: within 5 years (by 2020/2021)
Medium-term: within 10 years (by 2025/2026)
Long-term: within 20 years (by 2035/2036)

The plan was adopted in 2016 and will be reviewed in 2020-2021 in line with a review of the Local Plan. In April 2017 a
Project Officer was employed to focus on the delivery of the projects, including fund-raising. Progress to date is briefly
described in the table below.

Project 1 Station forecourt – undertake enhancements to the station forecourt
a.Improve its appearance as
a gateway to the town
centre

Research and consultation culminated in the production of a Stroud Station
Masterplan (2019) which was funded by Stroud Town Council and GWR.
Requests have been made to GWR for a meeting to discuss how to fund and deliver
the masterplan which includes improving surfaces, addressing pedestrian and
disability access, electric vehicle charging points, kiss and drop parking facilities,
improved traffic management, lighting and sustainable transport solutions.
STC has budgeted £10k for a Traffic Regulation order to remove short term parking on
Station Road, to reduce congestion and expand the pavements, to create safer and
more pleasant access for vehicles and pedestrians to the forecourt.
In 2017 Stroud Town Council gave a grant to Edible Stroud towards creating a
temporary garden in a disused siding of the station. Long delays meant that following
outline permission to use the land for a garden, Network Rail restricted access to the
area. In 2019, beds were finally erected and a modest harvest of squash was
collected. Stroud Town Council staff have also worked with GWR Customer
Ambassadors to plant hanging baskets and planters on the station site.

b. Establish pedestrian and
cycling priority

The Masterplan document seeks to improve chaotic traffic flows with changes to the
layout of the forecourt and design features which support pedestrian and cyclist
movements. This includes additional street furniture such as benches to allow people
to pause and rest in comfort.

c.Enhance signage

Footprint Designs has led a project funded by Stroud Town Council and Stroud District
Council Market Towns Fund to improve signage in the town centre. The project has
included public consultation and communication with a range of partners and

stakeholders. Designs due by Spring 2020, with installation of new signage in 20202021.
The project has also highlighted a need to improve information boards in car parks
and the history boards which are spread throughout the town.
d. Increase cycle parking
including secure
arrangements for electric
re-charging points

Stroud Town Council were successful in a bid to the Cycle Rail Fund for additional
covered bike parking with CCTV coverage. Funding from the project comes from
Stroud Town Council, contributions from the SDC Market Towns Fund and the
Department for Transport. The shelter should be complete by March 2020.
The installation of additional bike parking will also support the work of the Stroud
Station Partnership, set up in partnership with Stroud Town Council and run by
Creative Sustainability who have secured space at Stroud Station for tourism activities
and a potential bike workshop with community hub in the future. This initiative links to
the work the organisation is doing on sustainable tourism along the canal and
innovative proposals to improve rail transport in the district via a Community Rail
Partnership featuring several stations along the line.

Project 2 Access over the railway
Build a new bridge across
the railway and provide

Access for All funding is awarded every 4-5 years. In preparation for this funding
stream, Stroud Town Council funded an exciting film making project in 2018 with

disabled access to the
platforms.

award winning filmmaker Pip Heyward, ex-town councillor Steve Hurrell, Town
Councillor Camilla Hale and Accessibility Auditor Christian Drewitt. The research and
film contributed to an application to the Department for Transport for improved
accessibility access at Stroud Station, underpinned by the Stroud Station Masterplan
evidence, a petition, letters of support from stakeholders and cross-party political
activity. In spring 2019 STC were informed that the bid, although shortlisted had been
unsuccessful. Work continues to improve accessibility and prepare for a future bid.

Project 3 Pedestrian priority – progressively upgrade the quality of streets and spaces in the town centre and promote
pedestrian priority by extension of shared surfaces or equivalent design measures.
a.Visually integrating Four
Clocks and Subscription
Rooms, Bedford Street
into Subscription Rooms
Square.

Some indicative designs have been created as part of the station master-planning.
STC regularly meet with Highways to discuss how to progress designs and to lobby for
improvements to the town centre streetscape.
Funding for pavements and the public realm is not always a priority for Highways,
especially during a period of austerity. STC in partnership with the District Council,
The Chamber of Trade and Commerce, Gloucestershire County Council and
Dransfield sought infrastructure funding from the Future High Streets Fund. The bid
was supported by the Local Enterprise Partnership GFirst but was not successful.
Generic feedback suggests that the bid did not adequately demonstrate community
buy in for the projects and did not communicate a shared vision for the town centre.
Work therefore continues to develop designs which could be consulted upon, in
preparation for future funding rounds from the Towns Fund or similar.
The Subscription Rooms and forecourt was transferred into STC ownership in April
2019. It is currently being run by a Trust. Funding to update the forecourt is not an
initial priority as the plans for the building look to update facilities and to improve
revenue.

b. Along the full length of
Kendrick Street
c. At the junction of Station
Road and Russell Street

No funding identified to undertake design work
Indicative designs have been put forward to Highways as part of the station masterplanning. With the failure of the bid for Access for All funding, the narrowness of the
pavements and the poor condition of the street surfaces along Station Road,
improving the ‘alternative route’ between the station platforms has been highlighted as
a priority for STC with Highways and GWR.
The Local Highways Manager has agreed to make improvements to pavement
surfaces, to support a TRO application for Station Road and to discuss how the
council might proceed to lobby for an improved junction and pavement surfaces.
Despite an obligation to ensure that the ‘alternative route’ is accessible for vulnerable
users and protected characteristic groups, GWR have not addressed access issues or
responded to invitations from Stroud Town Council to meet.

d. At the junction of George
Street and King Street

•

Indicative designs have been produced by Integrated Transport Planning as
part of the Stroud Station masterplan.

e. At the crossing of
London Road from the
car parks to Union Street
and the market areas
f. Along the full length of
Bath Street

•

No funding identified to undertake design work.

•

Work is being undertaken by Dransfield to restrict vehicle access to Bath Street
and to improve the environment.

g. At the junction of Church
Street, Brick Row and
Ryleaze Road
h. At the junction of High
Street and King Street.

•

No funding identified to undertake design work

Indicative designs have been produced by Integrated Transport Planning as part of the
Stroud Station masterplan and by Dransfield as part of their work to improve King
Street and the entrance to the Five Valleys Shopping Centre (previously Merrywalks
Shopping Centre).

Project 4 Pedestrian and Cycle Access – improve by…
a. Creating a new
GCC have created a new design for the Merrywalks roundabout which facilitates
pedestrian crossing from better access for pedestrians moving between Cainscross and Rowcroft and which
Cainscross Road to
also should create safer feeling cycle access.
Rowcroft
Funding has potentially been identified to trial the scheme, however it has not been
identified as a priority to GCC and no funding has been earmarked for installation
should a successful trial be completed.
STC is working with the County Councillor for Stroud Central to lobby for a trial in
2020.
b. Extending the
Merrywalks pedestrian
bridge towards the
shopping centre
c. Negotiating a new
pedestrian/cycle route
through the Merrywalks
green strip.
d. Making visual
improvements to the
Rowcroft railway bridge

Dransfield have proposed a scheme which removes the bridge. An audit by a disability
assessor suggested that the bridge did not enhance access over Merrywalks because
of the gradient of the slope and length of the access ramp to the bridge.

e. Opening and improving
access from Brunel multistorey car park towards
the station and Brunel
Goods Shed

STC have lobbied SDC for an extension on the opening hours of Brunel Mall multistorey car park and for the back door to be unlocked to allow easy access between the
car park and the station. This would encourage people to leave their cars outside the
town centre rather than drive to the station car park which has limited capacity and can
be congested. SDC cite the poor surface of the car park around the Goods Shed as a
health and safety issue and anti-social behaviour in the MSCP as barriers to the
request.

No progress made to date.

No progress made to date.
A meeting with Network Rail to discuss enhancements to Stroud Station is being
planned.

The Stroud Station Masterplan identifies a possible alternative shared path on railway
land, between the tracks and the multi-story car park as an alternative to opening the
MSCP however this is a much longer term and more costly solution.
Stroud Town Council are liaising with Stroud Valley Arts, who propose development of
the site around the Goods Shed for arts studios and a Green Room for performers.
f. Creating a new bridge
over the canal at Capel’s
Mill to join up the
towpaths and link the
footpath from
Rodborough and
Butterow
g. Creating a new
pedestrian crossing at
the bottom of Bath Road
at Wallbridge

h. Create a new route
‘Stratford Parkway
across Beeches Green,
linking town centre with
leisure centre, museum,
college and Tesco.

i. Make a new connection
from the London Road
car park avoiding the

Improvements to Capel’s Mill and the footpaths around the site may mean a new
bridge is surplus to requirements.

Since the NDP was created, access under the Bath Road along the canal towpath has
been improved.
The new design for the Merrywalks Roundabout facilitates better pedestrian access,
however this scheme has not yet been trialled and there is no funding identified for
delivery.
•

STC has met with the Clinical Commissioning Group to understand the plans
for the area.

•

The Primary Care Infrastructure Plan highlights the site as a priority for
development of primary care services and potentially other health related
services.

The Stroud Station Masterplan suggests the potential for creating a shared walking
and cycling route on ‘redundant’ railway land between the tracks and the Brunel Mall
Multi- Storey Car Park

narrow main road
pavement.
Project 5 Local Heritage Assets
Identify buildings of local
Project completed.
heritage interest
https://stroudtown.gov.uk/information/local-heritage-asset-list-stroud-town/
Project 6 Development Briefs – prepare development briefs for the following locations and promote them for
development.
a. Canal Basin
Draft development briefs have been prepared for most locations. Information is
currently incomplete and none of the sites is currently on the market.
SDC are due to create some development briefs for sites in the Local Plan. STC have
offered to collaborate but this project is in the early stages.
AECOM have been assisting STC with Technical Support to create a Design Code.
Whilst this is a high level code, there will be some indicative suggestions of how the
suggested code could be implemented at sites around the town.
STC have applied to SDC to extend the boundary of the NDP to include more of the
Canal Basin, to ensure that the site works better as a potential development site and
can accommodate the original moorings for canal boats. Once a consultation phase is
complete, STC can make the necessary adjustments during the review of the plan to
extend the identified development site.
b. Fromeside Industrial
Estate

No progress made on creating a thorough development brief for this site with complex
landownership.

c. Railway zone including
car parks on the south
side of the railway

STC have completed a feasibility study and masterplan for the station site. Officers are
in the process of meeting with Network Rail and GWR to gain approval for the
proposals and to discuss how the council work with the landowner and train operating
company (TOC) to make improvements at the site. There have been delays due to a
change in personnel, a short term extension to the station lease and the pending
awards for the next 5 year operating period for TOCs.

The masterplan suggests changes to access, particularly on Cheapside to improve
safety, traffic flows and to accommodate better bus links.
Cheapside is identified as a development site in the Local Plan. A significant car park
area is owned by the District Council who will be creating their own development brief.
Developers for the site adjacent to Hill Paul put in a revised planning application. It is
understood that the planning application sought to change the diversity of housing on
the site because of the challenges posed by the site and the associated costs.
d. Railway arches

No progress made on creating a thorough development brief for this site

e. Beeches Green/Stratford
Parkway

STC have met with the Gloucestershire Clinical Commissioning Group and received
an update on the plans for the site. Funding has not become available for the
improvement and consolidation of services on the site. It is still a priority for CCG to
create a new facility at Beeches Green. The site could accommodate some mixed use
but is likely to continue to prioritise health and education services.

f. Police
Station/Magistrates Court
g. Market Tavern
i. Canal frontage

No progress made on creating a thorough development brief for this site
No progress made on creating a thorough development brief for this site
No progress made on creating a thorough development brief for this site.
Developers for the site adjacent to Hill Paul, (known as “Cheapside”) secured planning
permission for 37 dwellings S.15/1589/FUL in 2017, but this has not been progressed
and will expire in February 2020.
A revised planning application, S.18/2538/FUL, for 47 dwellings was refused in 2019
because the scale, design and layout of the scheme was very different to the original
with no justification for the changes. It is understood that the planning application
sought to change the diversity of housing on the site because of the viability
challenges posed by the site.

Project 7 Design
Develop more detailed
design guidance relevant to
each zone, including
guidance on sustainable
buildings and greening the
town centre
Project 8 Car parking
Promoting better directions
to car parks, user-friendly
parking tariffs and real-time
information about car park
spaces.

Project 9 Energy generation
Provide plug-in charging
facilities for low emission
vehicles in public car parks.

STC are working with AECOM to create more detailed design guidance.
STC have budgeted £7,000 to update the Shopfront Design Guidance, to be funded
by a Locality grant.

STC have contacted GCC to explore real-time information signage for car parks in
Gloucester is managed.
An initial quote from a national company revealed a starting cost in excess of £150k.
An informal cost benefit analysis suggested that this is not something that STC would
take on and it is not a priority for strategic partners.

Dransfield have installed electric car-charging points in the Five Valleys Shopping
Centre Car-Park.
John Stayte was granted planning permission for electric car charging points, but none
have yet been installed.
STC has submitted a bid to the GWR Customer and Community Improvement Fund
for funds to install electric car charging points at Stroud Station, including match
funding from a private sector organisation.

Project 10 Gateways – improve the appearance of the gateways to the town
a. Gloucester Street
Delays to proposed works to improve the pavements were caused by the conflict
between the heavy machinery used for surfacing and the potential instability of
basements under the shops and pavements. STC have been working with Highways
to solve the problem.

b. Nelson Street/Parliament
Street
c. London Road /Cornhill
d. Wallbridge

e. Bus Station

It has now been proposed that Highways use a sub-contractor and lay a thin layer of
screed to create a more consistent surface without the use of heavy machinery.
Delays have arisen because GCC will award a bulk contract to complete this type of
work across the county.
Nothing to report
Nothing to report
STC are in discussions with SDC to try to improve the site on a limited budget after an
offer of external funding for the project was withdrawn/expired. The land has not been
entirely transferred into SDC ownership, creating delays to the project.
In the short term, it is hoped that improved signage between the bus and rail stations
will improve the welcome at the bus station.
STC Officers have worked with GCC Officers to bid for funding for Real Time
Passenger Information signage.
STC are supportive of Dransfield’s proposals to improve the environment around the
bus station which is also an entrance to the re-developing shopping centre. This has
included a living wall on the side of the multi-storey car park.

Project 11 Public Transport
Promoting improved
facilities for bus users
including enhanced bus
shelters, real-time
information about bus
services, signs to key
destinations including town
centre facilities and
accessible toilets.

STC are working with local designers to develop a scheme for improved way-marking
signage and information obelisks for visitors to the town at key locations including
transport hubs.
STC Officers have worked with GCC Officers to bid for funding for Real Time
Passenger Information signage.

Project 12 Bus station
a. An attractive and less
polluted environment for
travellers

b. More level access into
the town centre
c. Better relationship to the
railway station

STC are monitoring air quality at two sites on Merrywalks.
STC are supportive of Dransfield’s proposals to improve the environment around the
bus station which is also an entrance to the re-developing shopping centre. This has
included a living wall on the side of the multi-storey car park.

In the short- term, STC hope that improved signage between the bus and rail stations
will improve the relationship between the two transport hubs.
STC Officers have worked with GCC Officers to bid for funding for Real Time
Passenger Information signage at the rail and bus station.

d. Efficient bus operation

Project 13 Cycle access
Promote progressive
improvement of access into
and around the town centre
by cyclists by seeking
contra flows and wellmarked cycle lanes and the
provision of additional open
and covered cycle racks, all
where practicable.

STC Officers have worked with GCC Officers to bid for funding for Real Time
Passenger Information signage.

STC Officers established a cross parish cycling group to consider mutual concerns
about cycling infrastructure through the valleys and to think about the routes cyclists
take. (The Parish Cycling Group)
STC Officer attends a strategic cycling group at GCC to try to ensure that local routes
are represented in the Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan and the Local
Transport Plan.
The Parish Cycling Group raised funds to undertake research into potential
improvements along the A419. A detailed and innovative report describes the
challenges and opportunities of the route for all users and residents and identifies a
range of potential solutions, some of which may be controversial but possibly essential
in the face of climate change. The document has not been released to the public as

the group consider how best to communicate with residents and businesses and to
include everyone in future consultation. The findings may be included in the second
iteration of the neighbourhood plan and are closely linked to the aspirations detailed in
Project 4.
Project 14 Merrywalks
a. Promote improvement to
the appearance of the
land and existing
buildings in Merrywalks
b. Review of the
configuration of the
Merrywalks car park
c. Review traffic
management in
Merrywalks

Funding from Dransfield and the County Council has seen an improvement to some of
the buildings on Merrywalks. The exterior of the car park has been enhanced and grills
installed for safety with the inclusion of an attractive living wall.
Dransfield has re-branded, re-configured and re-decorated the multi-storey car park
and included electric car-charging points in the facility, the first publically accessible
chargers in the town.
This is an ongoing discussion between STC and GCC Officers. There is a lack of
funding to undertake any changes despite the road being identified in the Local
Transport Plan and Local Plan as significant transport issues for the town.
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CONSULTEES

Recent consultations with:
•
•

GCC Local Highways Manager
SDC Buildings programme manager

Previous consultations:
•
•

neighbours of site, Cotswold Canals Trust and
Ecotricity (24/1/2018)
extensive NDP consultations (2012-2014)
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DATE
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RECOMMENDATION

Approve preliminary design

REPORT
In 2018 a tender and brief for design work on the Wallbridge public spaces were
drawn up by SDC and STC officers, but the project was put on hold when external
funding was withdrawn.
The design brief is attached as Appendix A, but please see below for updates on
the sections relating to land ownership, stopping up of highway and funding.
Land below the canal has now been transferred to SDC by GCC, but the area
above it was put on hold until work to stabilise the wall of the former brewery
cellars was completed. This project has now been completed by the canal
volunteers.
Given the reduced budget now available it will not be possible to do as much work
on the site or construct any buildings, but there is potential to significantly improve
the appearance of the site, without costly ground works.
Highways have confirmed that an application to stop up the old road was
withdrawn. This means that they retain control over the road surface and are
prepared to allow any redundant tarmac to be removed, with the proviso that
access to the Travis Perkins site is preserved. Consultation with Travis Perkins
and Highways will be required to explore options for improving pedestrian and
cycle access on the route through the site between Rodborough and the town
centre.
The attached drawing (Appendix B) shows some ideas for simple and practical
improvements to the site which would stull fulfil most of the previous design brief
If the committee are in agreement with the preliminary design the next steps would
be:

•
•
•
•
•

develop preliminary costings for the scheme and adjust if necessary to meet
available budget. (It may be necessary to complete work in phases as
funding and control of the land allows.)
commission a landscape designer to draw up a visual of the plans
discuss proposals with Travis Perkins
public consultation
apply for planning/conservation area consent

The project will be progressed in partnership between SDC and STC, with STC
focusing on local engagement and consultation.
LEGAL
IMPLICATIONS

Both councils have powers to acquire and maintain land for:
•
•

public recreation: Public Health Act 1875, s. 164
open spaces: Open spaces act 1906, ss. 9 and 10

The Wallbridge site is identified in the Shaping the Heart of
Stroud NDP as a Local Green Space, which means that it is
protected against development, with the proviso that
“appropriate development which would enhance the
enjoyment” of the site “may be permitted”. Uses specified in
the NDP include: “café, inc cream kiosk, bicycle hire and
information centre”.
FINANCIAL AND
STAFFING
IMPLICATIONS

Stroud District Council have a budget of £100,000 for
landscaping and improving the site. Stroud Town Council
have a budget of £5,994 plus the potential to provide
ongoing maintenance. A previous offer of match funding
from Ecotricity has been withdrawn.

EQUALITY
IMPLICATIONS

The brief included a requirement that “hard
surfaces/gradients must be accessible for all users”.
Consideration will also be given to the legibility of any
signage on site.

CO2
IMPLICATIONS

Priority will be given to specifying low carbon supplies,
including locally sourced and recycled materials, and
responsible disposal of any arisings.
Tree planting and habitat creation on site have the potential
to contribute to reducing CO2 and improving biodiversity.

DECISION

CONFIDENTIAL
Design Brief: Wallbridge open space
Location
The site is at grid reference SO848051 at the junction of the A46 and A419 in the
centre of Stroud, Gloucestershire. Nearest post code is GL5 3BY. The map below
shows an approximate outline of the area to be considered.

History of the site
The area north of the canal was formerly the site of the Stroud Brewery which was
demolished in 1970 and still contains the remnants of the former cellars and walls of
the building. The 1884 map attached – Appendix 1 shows the location of the
buildings which covered the whole site.
The site was extensively re-engineered when the new brewery bridge was
constructed in 2011 – see the CCT website for before and after photographs.
Land ownership/rights
The freehold of the land south of the canal has recently been transferred from
Gloucestershire County Council (GCC) to Stroud District Council (SDC). The
attached Title plan shows the extent of the land now in SDC ownership (Appendix 2).
The transfer of the northern side (Plot 2 Appendix 3) is on hold pending repairs to the
former cellars and walls which are in danger of collapse. These are expected to start
this summer. It is anticipated that this part of the site will be transferred in due course
so any plans should incorporate this area.

CONFIDENTIAL
A large part of the highway will remain as adopted highway and provides access to
adjacent properties. The pavement adjacent to Travis Perkins is not included in the
District Council’s Title.
The District Council will be pursuing a Stopping Up Order to extinguish the highway
rights to the former road below the entrance to Travis Perkins. However, any
changes to the pavement alongside will involve consultation with and potentially the
permission of both the County Council and Travis Perkins.
Proposed use
Predominantly to be used as a public open space, but the site layout should allow for
potential future inclusion of some small development consistent with the purpose of
the site, e.g. café, ice cream kiosk, cycle hire or information centre. This could be a
contemporary design to create a focal point, with south facing seating. An adjacent
play area could be complementary.

The site is within easy reach of large numbers of office workers, particularly at
neighbouring Ecotricity premises, so should provide a welcoming outdoor space for
people taking breaks from work.
It is also a transition space whereby pedestrians pass through east-west along the
canal and north-south into the town.
The site has become a popular venue at the annual Fringe Festival when it has been
used for a small stage and bar. Continued use for such events and others including
canoeing, duck/raft race will be encouraged. The potential for including serviced
hardstandings for market and street food stalls/catering vans should also be
considered.
There are plans to create a wharf at the nearby Cheapside site which has the
potential to attract canal visitors to the site and the town.
Planning policies
The following paragraphs in the Stroud District adopted Local Plan are particularly
relevant:
“A focus on tourism- and leisure-led mixed-use development on sites lying
close to the canal and Stroud town centre should bring about public realm
enhancements, improved linkages and a boost to town centre trade.” (page
121)
“Focus on canal restoration and canal corridor conservation and regeneration,
including the development of ‘Gateway Stroud’ / ‘Stroud Waterfront’ at
Wallbridge and Cheapside: improve the approach and sense of arrival at the
town centre; improve physical accessibility between canal and town centre; a
showcase for the “best of Stroud” (high quality design, highlighting ‘unique
selling points’ and distinctiveness, including architectural heritage and
ecodesigns).” (page 44)

CONFIDENTIAL
See also policies:
•
•
•
•
•
•

ES6 Providing for biodiversity and geodiversity
ES10 Valuing our historic environment and assets
ES11 Maintaining, restoring and regenerating the District’s canals
ES13 Protection of existing open space
ES16 Public art contributions
SA1b Cheapside

Please also note specific policies relating to the site in the Shaping the Heart of
Stroud Neighbourhood Development Plan
•
•

Designated as a Local Green Space (policy AP5a, page 40).
Identified as an important gateway to the town (policy AP7, page 42)

The whole of the site is within the Industrial Heritage Conservation Area. Initial
discussions with the Conservation Officer indicate that some elements of the site are
considered important to the history of both the canal and brewery and should be
preserved. In particular the barred windows of the former brewery cellars should
ideally be retained.
There are also some important cast iron kerbs on the edges of the pavements which
should be conserved and have been nominated for listing as “local heritage assets”
under Neighbourhood Development Plan policy AP8b (page 43).
Physical site considerations
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Thames and Severn Canal bisects the site.
Footpath and cycle access through the site, particularly on the towpath, needs
to be enhanced. An issue with the gradient on the cycle path through the site
will need to be resolved as part of the site design.
Proximity to major roads.
Maintain access to Travis Perkins (HGV access) and other neighbouring
properties.
Consider maintenance requirements – e.g. access for mowing
Underground services – to be identified
Most of the site is made up ground – ground investigations are planned.
Former brewery cellars (see above)
Highways signage (which may block views)
Site levels/slope – there is an approx.10ft drop from the north side to the
towpath.
Exposed to prevailing wind, but has an open sunny aspect.

Design Preferences
•

Soft landscaping is preferred to hard landscaping. Some tall but compact
specimen trees would reduce the perceived scale of the adjacent buildings.

CONFIDENTIAL
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Design should reflect the importance of the site as a gateway to the town – it
needs to offer a sense of arrival and encourage visitors to explore further in
the town.
A plan for the whole site (both sides of the canal) is needed, but it should
recognise that two phases of development might be needed with the side
north of the canal coming later.
Include public art – possibly an empty plinth to be used to display local artists’
work on annual rotation.
Consider biodiversity – what would work well with the existing canal habitat –
what would help to promote biodiversity? There is a desire in the NDP to
promote tree planting in the town centre.
Include seating areas for people taking lunch breaks.
The hard surfaces/gradients must be accessible for all users.
The desire lines of movements across the site need to be considered.
Consider links to the town centre and canal, particularly signage. NB
Cheapside development recently approved and construction work is
imminent. This will restore the wharfside as well as increasing permeability.
The lower part of the site should be bollarded off to prevent unauthorised
parking.
There might be potential for levelling the southern part of the site by removing
fill left over from bridge works.
GCC highways are planning some improvements to the adjacent roundabout
on Merrywalks – revised pedestrian and cycle desire lines will need to be
taken into account.
There is some potential for 1 or 2 boat moorings, although the edge of the
Canal is curved at this point. This would add to the sense of place.

Budget
There is £190,000 allocated for the design and construction of any scheme, and all
fees associated with this

CONFIDENTIAL
APPENDIX 1 – 1884 SITE MAP
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Reviewing the Neighbourhood Plan
The decision to review the Neighbourhood Plan was taken in 2019 by the Neighbourhood
Development Plan Working Group (NDPWG) in order to align with the review of the Local
Plan, to ensure consistency and maintain the weight of the document as a contemporary
planning tool.
The NDPWG identified several areas for development based on changes to national and
local priorities e.g. the Climate Emergency and with the experience of having used the
plan for almost 5 years.
A timetable has been drafted to cover the overarching steps to be undertaken as part of
the review.
The following areas are being reviewed:
a. The NDP area
b. Changes which affect the plan:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

Local Plan,
National Planning Policy Framework,
Climate emergency,
Local Transport Plan review,
funding context,
capacity.

c. Review SWOT analysis and
Consultation with the public to understand how their priorities may have changed
or re-focused
d. How effective has the plan been?
e. New research e.g.:
a. Housing Need Assessment,
b. Design Codes
f. Progress made towards project targets.
g. Consultees and stakeholders.

Update
a. The NDP area
An application was made to SDC to change the NDP area to include retail sites
adjacent to the town centre, an area of green space (The Long Ground) and an area
next to the canal which is part of a potential development site with possibilities to
function as a wharf for canal boats. (See appendix 1).

b. A package of Technical Support including a Policy Review package has been
awarded to Stroud Town Council. It is anticipated that the feedback from this
analysis will inform the Council where policies may need to be adjusted and the
extent to which they will need to be changed. Feedback is due Spring 2020 having
been delayed by the Housing Needs Analysis, also requested through Locality.
c. The timetable allows for 3 consultation events, which have not yet been planned
in detail. The first should check that the vision of the plans remains appropriate
and should assess what the community like and dislike about Stroud, following a
similar format to the original NDP consultation carried out in September 2014.
There is also an opportunity for internal reflection about the Strengths,
Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats based on changes since the original
document was conceived.
d. Planning decisions and the extent to which they reflect the policies in the plan gives
a strong indication of how effective the plan has been. An analysis completed for
planning applications in the NDP area between January 2016 and October 2018
shows that on several occasions planning applications which were at odds with the
NDP were given approval. The Planning Authority indicated that some of the
policies were not well worded or robust and in the early stages after the initial plan
was approved it is clear that the plan policies were not well utilised by Town
Councillors to explain objections to applications. Further updating of this
assessment is required and appropriate action should be taken in the development
of policies e.g. using a consultant with experience of planning and policy writing to
develop policies. (See appendix 2).
e. There have been some areas where it has been clear to Councillors that more or
updated information would be helpful in shaping a future document. Technical
Support has been provided to complete a Housing Needs Analysis to understand
the housing needs of the whole community and specific groups over the life of the
plan. A draft has been circulated to relevant stakeholders for comment and the
final document will be publically available on the Shaping the Heart of Stroud
website.
The Public Realm Strategy and the Shopfronts Guide have been identified as out
of date and therefore potentially weak. Technical Support has been secured to
create a Design Guide for the Town with suggestions as to how this might be
applied at some of the development sites in the town. A more sophisticated
Shopfront guide has been identified as a necessary piece of work to contribute to
the reviewed NDP. Funding may be available through Locality for specialist
consultancy.
Other areas for review might include an updated access audit and the potential to
introduce a Traffic Regulation Order to limit vehicle access to the town centre, in
consultation with the public.
f. The table of projects should be reviewed to reflect the progress towards targets
and the changing priorities of the public, the town council and others.
g. An updated list of businesses, partners and stakeholders etc. will be required to
ensure all those who wish to contribute to the review have the opportunity. It may
be useful to develop a communications strategy to maximise engagement,
particularly of harder to reach groups e.g. young people.

NDP Review Planning
Actions
Agree area designation

Timing

Responsibility
Sep-19 NDP WG/
Councillors

Strengths and weaknesses
of exisiting plan

September
2019-

NDP WG and
Councillors

Agree scope of reviewbased on strengths and
weaknesses and need to
embed sustainability more
overtly into policies.

Sept- November
2019

STC

Resources
NDP WG Meeting

Chamber
SPT
SDC

Not required - if area
remains the same

Map
Statement of rationale for area
Statement of capability as
qualifying body

6 weeks

SDC

SDC

2019

SDC

SDC

February- mid-March
2020.
Complete

Oct-19

STC

SDC

Ongoing

June 2019November 2019

Project Officer and Potential consultation
Application for support Officer time
staff team
package to review 3
accepted
Consultancy package
Councillors
policies from
Locality/neighbourhoodpla
nning.org.

Oct-19 STC

SDC

Design codes package
consultancy package

Aug-19 STC

Housing needs analysis
consultancy package

Aug-19 STC

AECOM
University of
Gloucestershire
AECOM

Policy review consultancy
package

Aug-19 STC

AECOM

September
2019-

STC - staff and
councillors

Bid for Locality Funding for Jan-March 2020
admin, policy writing etc.

STC

Plan series of consultations Jan/Feb
Early
Mid
Late

STC Officers and
Councillors

Notes

Planned for 11th Sept. NDP WG

Identify strategic local plans
from emerging Local Plan
and national or regional
policies which may impact
the NDPto achieve
consistency.

Identify stakeholders and
partners

Status

Whole council
meeting to agree
significant change to
area e.g. whole town.

Sep-19 Project Officer and
staff team

Submit to SDC for
designation

Publication of revised NDP
area
Review statement of
community involvement how SDC plan to support
neighbourhood planning
bodies.
Agree engagement with SDC
- info sharing, oppos for
collaboration
Build evidence baseidentify new research done
since last NDP and new
research required

Partners

SDC
Chamber
Employers
Civic groups
Cultural groups
Landowners
Developers
Educational
establishements
Health and social care
groups
Community organisations
Other stakeholders

https://www.stroud.gov.uk/media
/977123/final-sci-march-2019.pdf

AECOM - Technical
Support packages
including policy
review package
Climate Change
policies
In progress

Officer time
Consultancy package

In progress - draft
submitted for
comment.
In progress

Staff time to work with
consultants

Started

Staff time to update exisiting
circulation lists

Staff time to work with
consultants

Not started

Appropriate stakeholders
and partners

Not started

Staff, councillor and volunteer
time to undertake surveys or
community meetings.
Refreshements
Venues
Stationery
Facilitator

Identify potential to
collaborate on key
areas of consultation
e.g. energy,
sustainability etc.

Early consultation
Check that vision etc is still
the same for town etc.

March /April 2020 STC Officers and
councillors

SDC and partners - whole
community, young and old.

Survey questions- based on
original 'What do you like
about…?' plus additional
questions/survey techniques on
new priorities, changes.

Identify themes and
priorities for public.

May/June 2020

STC Officers and
Councillors

SDC

Meeting/workshop

Promote mid-term survey

August/
September 2020

STC Officers and
Councillors

SDC

SNJ
Town Meeting
Newsletter
Website
Press release to partners

Appoint consultant(s) for
policy writing element of
the plan.

Summer 2020

Pending application
for funding from
Locality.

Mid term consultation September/
required to develop policies October 2020
and provide detail of the
plan.
May include research done
by AECOM e.g. design codes
or development briefs.

STC and partners

Local Plan pre-submission
consultation

SDC

Drafting Plan
Content and structure
Policy themes
Basic Conditions
Strategic Environmental
Assessment and Habitat
Regulations Assessment
Pre-submission
consultationRegulation 14.
Modification
Submission
Local Plan Modifications
Publicity and examination
Modification
Referendum
Local Plan adopted

Autumn 2020

SDC and partners - whole
community, young and old

Community workshops/meetings
rather than paper/online survey.
Facilitator
Venue
Refreshments
Promotional materials

Oct-20

Jan-21 STC/SDC

Mar-21 STC

May-21 STC
Jul-21 STC
Summer 2021
SDC
SDC
Sep-21
Oct-21 STC
Winter 21/22
SDC
Winter 21/22
SDC

Locality Funding
available for 2020March 2021 for policy
writing etc.
SDC

SDC

Need a draft of NDP to assess

All consultees and
partners.

Staff time

Appendix 1: Application to change the NDP boundary area.
07 February 2020

Mr Simon Maher
Senior Neighbourhood Planning Officer
Stroud District Council
Ebley Mill
Stroud
GL5 4UB
Dear Simon
Application for change in Designation of a Neighbourhood Area for
Stroud Town Parish
Following our meeting on 11th December, 2019, I am writing on behalf of Stroud
Town Council to request a change to the designated Neighbourhood Plan Area for
our forthcoming review of the Neighbourhood Development Plan in 2020-2021.
The changes to the Neighbourhood Area defined by the Town Council are outlined
on the attached map. The area remains wholly within the parish and is the focus for
all the communities within the six wards of the parish.
1. The extension includes three commercial sites, where Tesco’s, Homebase and
Waitrose currently have stores. The retail function of these sites, in close proximity
to the High Street is key in considering regeneration, the economy and
employment in the town. Any changes in the supermarket sector may influence
footfall to the town centre so these locations are identified as important potential
development sites.
2. The site currently occupied by Waitrose is already partially included in the plan
and the omission of the main building in the original plan is felt to be an oversight.
Gateways and connectivity are themes in the original plan. In the new plan, the
Council would like to include the car park, the shop and the road intersection
which is a gateway to the town centre for traffic and pedestrians.
3. The Long Ground, which connects two of the aforementioned commercial sites is
identified as a natural corridor to promote and protect biodiversity around the town
centre and a greenspace for health and wellbeing, which is at the heart of the NDP
vision.
4. The Council would also like to include an extension to Development Site ZP2B.
The existing site would not be effective as a development site with the proposed
wharf for the newly developed canal, without the inclusion of an additional small
area of land, shown on the accompanying map.
We envisage that the NDP will address more effectively the environmental, social
and economic issues such as employment opportunities, housing needs,

infrastructure requirements, utility services and recreation facilities for the whole
community, with the inclusion of these areas.
I hope that Stroud District Council will contact us immediately with any queries about
this application.
Yours sincerely

Helen Bojaniwska
Town Clerk

Appendix 2: Monitoring the effectiveness of Shaping the Heart of Stroud, the Neighbourhood Development Plan
for Stroud Town
Purpose: To assess which policies are being used by Stroud Town Council when commenting on planning applications
and which are being applied by Stroud District Council when making planning decisions.
This assessment should identify where policies are poorly worded or unrealistic and facilitate improvements during the
NDP review proposed for 2019.
Application ref
(date notified)
S.16/2743/FUL
9th January, 2016

Location

S.16/2839/FUL
9th January, 2016

Change of Use from Commercial (A2) to three
residential dwellings

S.16/2840/LBC
9th January, 2016

1 Rowcroft GL5 3BA.
Internal alterations, installation of wrought iron gates
and construction of external staircase to rear of
property and masonry access steps to front.
9 - 10 High Street GL5 1AU.
Description: Install new A/C with 3no external
condensers on enclosed flat roof area to rear of
property.
9 - 10 High Street GL5 1AU.

S.16/2835/FUL
9th January, 2016

S.16/2836/LBC

20 High Street GL5 1AZ
Change of use from A1 Shops to A3 Restaurants
and Cafes. Alterations to existing basement and
ground floor levels, including provision of kitchen
and toilets at basement level, kitchen, bar, disabled
toilet and seating area at ground floor level.
Reproduction of shop fronts to match original
design.

STC response type e.g. objection.. and
STC policies referenced
?/Objection
(Although we have no observations regarding the
change of use, we would object to any take out
facility from this restaurant, due to the potential of
attracting vehicular traffic in the surrounding
pedestrianised streets.
We ask that the applicant takes reasonable
measures to prevent customers from parking
illegally in the pedestrianised area.)
?/Objection
Although we have no objection to the change of
use and internal alterations, we have strong
objections to the installation of wrought iron gates
to the rear of the property. The proposed gates
appear to block the indicative pedestrian route
identified on the proposals map in the
Neighbourhood Development Plan. The proposal
is contrary to policy number AP3 of the NDP.
?/Objection
As S.16/2840/LBC

SDC
decision
Permission

No obs

Permission

No obs

Consent

Permission

Consent

9th January, 2016

S.16/2847/TCA
9th January, 2016

S.16/0015/ADV
11th April, 2016
S.16/0634/LBC
11th April, 2016
S.16/0388/FUL
11th April, 2016
S.15/2849/FUL
11th April, 2016

S.15/2850/FUL
11th April, 2016

Install new A/C with 3no external condensers on
enclosed flat roof area to rear of property. Remove
internal stud walls and build new stud walls to
reposition the pre-screen area
13 Lansdown GL5 1BB.
Lime - cut back limbs at upper levels where touching
adjoining building/window - to reduce potential
damage to listed building (approx. length 0.6 - 1m
from adjoining building).
52 - 53 High Street
Fabric barriers, replacement awnings and nonilluminated hanging timber roundel
Lansdown Hall and Gallery
Works to refurbish, repair, and upgrade all windows
to the building
Lion House, Rowcroft
Installation of 1 no. Electric Vehicle Quick Charging
Point in main car park area
New Imperial House, Station Road
Revised consultation.
Alterations to exterior of building to include cladding
to front and side elevations with new windows and
roof edge capping

Axiom House, Merrywalks.
Alterations to exterior of building to include cladding
and roof edge capping, new windows and canopy
porch together with the installation of solar panels
and solar tracker on roof

No obs

Consent

No obs

Consent

Noted

Consent

Support

Permission

Object
The Council welcomes the attempt to make the
building more sustainable, but objects to the
design and choice of colours which are
inappropriate in a conservation area and in the
vicinity of a number of listed buildings. The
Council would particularly like the side elevation
to be preserved.
The Council would like to draw attention to the
following policies in the emerging Neighbourhood
Development Plan: AP7, AP9a, ZP3
Object
We wish to reiterate our previous objections:
The Council welcomes the attempt to make the
building more sustainable, but objects to
the choice of colours on the corner section. A
simpler pattern without the lime green, and with
the corporate colours reserved for company
signage would be more acceptable.
The Council would like to draw attention to the
following policies in the emerging Neighbourhood
Development Plan: AP7, AP9a, AP5b

Permission

Permission

S.16/0540/FUL
11th April, 2016

5 - 7 Chapel Street
Creation of external stairway and dormer windows

S.16/0677/ADV
23rd May, 2016

Lion House, Rowcroft
Vinyl mesh banner of the Ecotricity Union Jack in
green, black and white, fixed using a top and bottom
tensioning system
Swan House, Swan Lane
Replacement windows
32 (33a?) High street
Renewal of shop front
Sorrento, Russell Street
Conversion of existing adjoining flat into additional
floor space for the restaurant together with providing
toilets to be used in connection with the restaurant
Lion House, Rowcroft GL5 3BY
Re-shaping of existing stone gate posts and adding
new metal gates
24 King Street GL5 3DE
Replacement fascia and projecting signs and
decoration of shopfront

S.16/0505/FUL
23rd May, 2016
S.16/0974/LBC
23rd May, 2016
S.16/1347/FUL
11th July, 2016

S.16/1434/FUL
15th August, 2016
S.16/1543/LBC
15th August, 2016

S.16/1545/ADV
15th August, 2016
S.16/1377/FUL
15th August, 2016

S.16/0800/FUL
12th September,
2016

24 King Street GL5 3DE
Replacement fascia and projecting signs and
decoration of shopfront
Apartment 33, Stroudwater Court, 1 Cainscross
Road GL5 4ET
To fit a retractable awning on top floor rear balcony
overlooking canal for apartment 33, and for any
other south facing, open top balconies on this side
of the complex
20 High Street, Stroud GL5 1AZ
Change of use of first, second and third floor
accommodation from office to form five residential

We are concerned about the materials and
appearance of the staircase design, which looks
very institutional.
No obs

Permission

No obs

Permission

Provided this looks the same as existing and is
made of wood, we have no observations.
No obs

Consent

No obs

Permission

Objection
We object to the aluminium stand offs. This is a
listed building, in a conservation area. The
proposals are contrary to Stroud Town Centre
Neighbourhood Development Plan Policy ZP1a.
Fascias should be painted with traditional style
sign writing. This is also stated in 8.5 of the SDC
Shop Fronts Guide.
We are pleased to see the use of energy saving
lighting.
Objection
As S.16/1543/LBC

Withdrawn

Support

Permission

Support

Permission

Consent

Permission

Consent

S.16/1932/COU
10th October, 2016
S.16/2025/LBC
10th October, 2016
S.16/2013/FUL
10th October 2016
S.16/2185/LBC
15th November,
2016
S.16/2261/TCA
7th November, 2016
S.16/2217/HHOLD
7th November, 2016
S.16/2218/LBC
7th November, 2016
S.16/2347/LBC
7th November, 2016
S.16/2410/ADV
5th December, 2016
S.16/2630/TCA
5th December, 2016

S.16/2644/ADV
5th December, 2016

units. Alterations to roof at rear of building to add
dormer flat roof and terrace. Alterations to shop front
to create two retail units.
18 Kendrick Street GL5 1AA
Change of use from office to residential (first floor
unit)
18 Kendrick Street GL5 1AA
COU of first floor office to a residential unit.
Removal and replacement of internal stud walls
10 Lansdown GL5 1BB
Proposed single storey rear extension and internal
refurbishment works.
1 High Street GL5 1AU
Replace decayed sash to dormer windows

7 Nelson Street GL5 2HL
Silver Birch (T1) - 2m crown reduction
20 Nelson Street
External Flue Chimney for woodburner
20 Nelson Street
External Flue Chimney for woodburner
13 London Road
Replacement of window frame
4 King Street GL5 3DS
3 no. Fascia signs, 2 no. Projecting Signs
3 Rose Cottages, Nelson Street GL5 2HJ
T1 - Malus sp. Crown restoration - reduce by 1.2m
in height and 1.2m in cardinal spread and thin out
epicormic verticals
24 King Street
Fascia & projecting signs (Revised scheme to
S.16/1545/ADV - changes to colour of fascia)

Support

Permission

Support

Consent

Support

Permission

No obs

Consent

Work already carried out

Consent

No obs

Permission

No obs

Consent

No obs

Consent

No obs

Consent

No obs

Consent

Object
Reiterate previous objections:
We object to the aluminium stand offs. This is a
listed building, in a conservation area.
The proposals are contrary to Stroud Town
Centre Neighbourhood Development Plan Policy
ZP1a.Fascias should be painted with traditional
style sign writing. This is also stated in 8.5 of the
SDC Shop Fronts Guide.

Consent

S.16/2682/LBC
5th December, 2016
S.17/2622/FUL
8th January, 2017

S.17/2820/FUL
8th January, 2017
S.17/2821/ADV
8th January 2017

S.17/2855/FUL
8th January, 2017

S.17/2856/LBC
8th January, 2017

S.17/2766/FUL
8th January

S.17/2861/FUL
8th January, 2017
S.18/0074/FUL
5th February, 2017

Flat 4, Witheys Yard, 55 High Street
Internal alterations to layout and new boiler flue
terminal on external wall
Gospel Hall Church Street Stroud Gloucestershire
GL5 1JL
Proposed demolition of existing meeting hall, garage
building, cottages and outbuildings and construction
of twelve new houses and associated external
works.
McDonalds Restaurants Ltd, Merrywalks GL5 1QA
Refurbishment of restaurant with alterations to
elevations to include an extension.
McDonalds Restaurants Ltd, Merrywalks GL5 1QA
Retention and relocation of existing signs with the
installation of one additional sign to accommodate
the new drive thru layout; suite to comprise one
gateway height restrictor and six freestanding signs.
Fromehall (1) Fromehall Mills Lodgemore Lane
Stroud Gloucestershire GL5 3EH
Proposed demolition of single storey additions, reroofing, external cladding to walls and internal
alterations to form new internal openings.
Fromehall (1), Fromehall Mills, Lodgemore Lane,
Stroud.
Proposed demolition of single storey additions, reroofing, external cladding to walls and internal
alterations to form new internal openings.
16 George Street, Stroud, Gloucestershire, GL5
3DY.
Change of use from A1 to A4 (Bistro).
Addition of first floor on Russell Street elevation.
(385070-205140).
Land at Capel’s Mill, Dr. Newton’s Way
To position a 6m storage container adjacent to an
existing one.
John Stayte Services , Doctor Newtons Way,
Fromeside Industrial Estate GL5 3JX

We are pleased to see the use of energy saving
lighting
No obs

Consent

Awaiting
decision

Permission

No obs

Consent

No obs

Permission

No obs

Consent

Support

Permission

No obs

Permission

Support
Support – Charging plug-in facilities for low
emission vehicles should be provided where

Permission

Installation of two rapid electric vehicle charging
stations and associated equipment.
S.17/0020/FUL
6th February, 2017

The Swan Inn, Swan Lane
Change of use of first and second floor
accommodation (C3) to 7 bedroom house in multiple
accommodation (Sui Generis). Installation of solar
panels to south facing roof slope and roof light to
east elevation

S.17/0173/FUL
6th February, 2017

Gospel Hall, Church Street
Demolition of hall and construction of three and a
half storey block of flats comprising of nine two
bedroom flats and one three bedroom penthouse.
Provision of ten car parking spaces and associated
landscaping.

S.17/0159/FUL
6th February, 2017

24 Gloucester Street GL5 1QG
Description: Conversion of a mixed use property, to
retain 2 retail units and to add 3 x 1 bedroomed flats
and 1 maisonette by utilising: A small section of
previous retail space (11sqm ) Ancillary
storage/office/utility space (98sqm). Previously
unusable space due to poor staircase design,
located in the back of 25 (10sqm)
Space claimed by reducing the footprint of the
existing dwelling (Splitting existing dwelling)
(30sqm) Total: 149 sqm
4, Rose Cottages, Nelson Street.
T1 - Malus spp. - Reduce crown by 1.5m in height
and 1.5m in radial spread.

S.17/0197/TCA
6th February, 2017

practical, or contributions made towards the
provision of such facilities within car parks – NDP
policy AP13.
Object
Although we support in principle the conversion to
residential, we object to the density. We would
recommend 2 or 3 self-contained flats, rather than
multiple occupancy. The proposal is not in
keeping with NDP Policy AP4.
This policy also states separate access from the
ground floor should be provided where possible.
Object
We object to the overbearing development of this
site and loss of privacy, daylight, sunlight to
neighbouring properties This is contrary to Local
Plan policies ES3, CP14-5 and CP5.
It is out of character with its surroundings,
contrary to Local Plan policy CP4.
The proposal does not comply with NDP policy
AP4 where a good range of dwelling types, sizes
and design appropriate to their location should be
provided.
We would like to see comprehensive
redevelopment of the whole of the site in the
applicant’s ownership rather than just this part of
it.
Support

Permission

Refusal

Permission

Consent

S.18/0277/TCA
5th March, 2017

38 - 41 London Road GL5 2AJ
Sorbus X5- Prune back to previous pruning point
approx 1.3 M to be removed

No obs

Consent

S.18/0249/FUL
5th March,2017

Waitrose, London Road GL5 2AP
Two ANPR cameras mounted on two new steel
columns
Land Adjacent To, Fromehall Mills, Lodgemore Lane
Construction of open-sided shelter
2 Threadneedle Street GL5 1AF
Erection of side extension with balcony and change
of use of first and second floor from retail storage to
residential dwelling
Highfield House, London Road
T1- T8: Lime trees to be reduced to orginal pollard
points (approx 8m)
3 Rose Cottages, Nelson Street
Repalcement windows
Safflower Cottage, London Road, GL5 2AT
Horse Chestnut - Pollard back to previous. Copper
Beech – Current height of 25m, reduce by 4m
4 Russell Street GL5 3AG
PD - Offices to residential. Prior notification for the
change of use of the first & second floors from
offices (B1 (a)) to residential units (C3)
SO3 & 4, 38 - 39 London Road GL5 2AJ
Refurbishment of existing offices (38 - 41 London
Road)
1 - 2 George Street GL5 3DX
Change of use from Shop A1 to a coffee shop
(A1/A3)
8 King Street GL5 3DE
Retrospective application for a new shop front

No obs

Permission

No obs

Permission

We acknowledge SVA concerns and propose this
should be addressed by the design of the
accommodation to minimise noise intrusion.

Permission

Support

Consent

Support

Consent

No obs

Consent

For information only

Prior
Notification
Grant

Neutral

Consent

No obs

Withdrawn

Objection
We object to the plastic fascia and raised lettering
and logo in the conservation area. Fascias
should be painted with traditional style sign
writing. This is also stated in 8.5 of the SDC
Shop Fronts Guide.

Withdrwan

S.17/0147/FUL
6th March 2017
S.17/0275/FUL
6th March, 2017

S.17/0377/TCA
6th March, 2017
S.17/0498/LBC
6th March, 2017
S.17/0244/TCA
6th March, 2017
S.18/0505/P3O
26th March, 2017

S.18/0643/LBC
26th March 2017
S.17/0525/P3CC
3rd April, 2017
S.17/0610/FUL
3rd April, 2017

S.17/0661/ADV
3rd April, 2017

5 London Road GL5 2AG
Fascia Sign comprising individual letters cut from
5mm acrylic and bonded directly to newly painted
fascia panel

S.17/0756/FUL
8th May, 2017

49 London Road GL5 2AD
Change of use and internal alterations to form
restaurant and take away
49 London Road GL5 2AD
Change of use to form restaurant and take away.
Internal and external alterations including balcony
1 Swan Lane GL5 2HG
Remove section of wall between hallway and
bedroom to increase the size of bedroom and to
introduce better lighting (natural) from existing
window.
Station House, Station Road GL5 3AR
Ash Group (G1) located at the edge of car park These trees need to be removed urgently as they
are pushing the wall over, the wall cannot be made
safe for the public until these trees have been
removed
10 Lansdown GL5 1BB
Change of Use from A2 to D1
Fromebanks, Dr Newtons Way
Willow (T1) - Young willow tree located on the
boundary of the nature reserve, neighbouring the
main road. - Fell tree
The Maltings, Merrywalks
Conversion of restaurant into 7 flats

S.17/0757/LBC
8th May, 2017
S.17/0923/LBC
8th May, 2017

S.17/0793/TCA
8th May, 2017

S.17/0776/FUL
8th May, 2017
S.18/0617/TCA
23rd April

S.18/0753/FUL
23rd April

The retrospective proposals are contrary to
Stroud Town Centre Neighbourhood
Development Plan Policy ZP1a.
Objection
We object to the acrylic fascia in the conservation
area. Fascias should be painted with traditional
style sign writing. This is also stated in 8.5 of the
SDC Shop Fronts Guide.
The proposals are contrary to Stroud Town
Centre Neighbourhood Development Plan Policy
ZP1a.
Support

Consent

Permission

Support

Consent

Neutral

Consent

No obs

Consent

Neutral

Permission
Consent

Object
Although we are happy in principle with
accommodation on this site, the properties are
very small and so are not consistent with policy
number AP4 of the Neighbourhood Development

Awaiting
decision

S.17/1155/FUL
12th June, 2017
S.17/1156/ADV
12th June, 2017

12 High Street GL5 1AZ
Installation of security shutter - retrospective
12 High Street GL5 1AZ
New shop signage - retrospective

Plan, particularly bearing in mind that there is no
access to outside community facilities.
Object
Object
The Town Council Objects to this application and
the current store front, in line with adopted Stroud
Neighbourhood Development Plan policy ZP1a
Shop Fronts; Development proposals within the
core zone shall be guided by the principles set out
in the Shop Fronts in the Town Centre Design
Guide, or any subsequent approved revisions
thereto.
Within the Shop Fronts in the Town Centre
Design Guide the following items are set out;
The Fascia: Do not make it too big, keep it in
scale with the overall building. The current fascia
is not in scale with the overall building.
A gap should be left between the top of the fascia
and the upper window sills. The current fascia
does not feature this gap.
New fascia boards should not be added over the
existing one. The current fascia has been
attached over the old fascia.
National companies will be expected to be aware
of the sensitive area of the town and not impose
wholesale corporate identities. The applicant
makes note in the application that the fascia is
part of a National identity.
Internally illuminated fascias are discouraged. It is
possible to light a fascia by spot or floodlights.
The current fascia is internally illuminated.
Choose painted fascias with traditional style sign
writing. Individual three dimensional letters are
acceptable. The current fascia is not painted nor
is the font traditional.
In addition to the above the Shop Fronts in the
Town Centre Design Guide also stipulates the
following regarding buildings;
New shop fronts should; Reflect the original

Refusal
Refusal

S.17/1090/ADV
12th June, 2017

55 London Road GL5 2AD
Remove existing illuminated fascia sign and
illuminated projecting sign and replace with a new
illuminated fascia sign (projecting sign is not being
replaced

S.17/1107/LBC
12th June, 2017

Stroud Congregational Church, Bedford Street GL5
1AY
Replace the six tall round headed windows on north
east and south west elevations, replace rotten dado

construction materials - do not introduce too many
new materials. The current fascia is plastic which
does not reflect original construction materials.
Be built using timber from a sustainable source.
The current fascia is made from plastic.
Avoid: Plastic, glazed tiles or plywood. MDF or
aluminium frames are inappropriate. Painting in
strong, garish colours. Yellow, orange and pink
are unsuitable for a shop front. 45845
Objects
Stroud Town Council Objects to this application.
In line with the adopted Stroud Neighbourhood
Development Plan policies ZP1a Shop Fronts
which states; Development proposals within the
core zone shall be guided by the principles set out
in the Shop Fronts in the Town Centre Design
Guide, or any subsequent approved revisions
thereto. Within the Shop Fronts in the Town
Centre Design Guide the following items are set
out which should be considered when this
application is decided;
The Fascia: Internally illuminated fascias are
discouraged. It is possible to light a fascia by spot
or floodlights.
Choose painted fascias with traditional style sign
writing. Individual three dimensional letters are
acceptable.
In addition to the above the Shop Fronts in the
Town Centre Design Guide also stipulates the
following regarding buildings;
New shop fronts should; Reflect the original
construction materials - do not introduce too many
new materials.
Be built using timber from a sustainable source.
Avoid: Plastic, glazed tiles or plywood. MDF or
aluminium frames are inappropriate. 45847
Support

Consent

Consent

S.17/1026/COU
12th June, 2017

S.17/1051/LBC
12th June, 2017

S.17/1088/HHOLD
12th June, 2017
S.17/1285/ADV
12th June, 2017
S.17/1528/ADV
14th August, 2017

panelling in the rotunda stairway and raise the
height of the stair balustrade at second floor level to
conform with current standards
1 George Street, GL5 3DX
Retrospective change of use of a shop (Class A1) to
a coffee shop
(Class A1/A3)
4 Bedford Street GL5 1AY
Change of use of an internal store area to a
bathroom and form one small window opening
through a cavity wall constructed circa 1980's
1 Parliament Close GL5 1DQ
First floor extension to existing dwelling.
St Roses Special School, Beeches Green
Retrospective application for school signage
4 High Street GL5 1AU
To replace the existing internally illuminated fascia
and projecting signs with aperture cut internally
illuminated fascia and projecting signs.

No obs

Permission

Neutral

Consent

Neutral

Permission

No obs

Refusal

Object
The Town Council strongly objects to this
application in line with the recently adopted
(2016) Stroud Neighbourhood Development Plan
policy ZP1a Shop Fronts; Development proposals
within the core zone shall be guided by the
principles set out in the Shop Fronts in the Town
Centre Design Guide, or any subsequent
approved revisions thereto.

Refusal

Within the Shop Fronts in the Town Centre
Design Guide the following items are set out;
- "National companies will be expected to be
aware of the sensitive area of the town and not
impose wholesale corporate identities". The
applicant makes note in the application that the
fascia is part of a National identity.
- "Internally illuminated fascias are discouraged. It
is possible to light a fascia by spot or floodlights".
The current fascia is internally illuminated.
- "Choose painted fascias with traditional style
sign writing. Individual three dimensional letters
are acceptable". The current fascia is not painted
nor is the font traditional.

In addition to the above, the Shop Fronts in the
Town Centre Design Guide also stipulates the
following regarding buildings;
- "New shop fronts should reflect the original
construction materials - do not introduce too many
new materials". The current fascia is aluminium
which does not reflect original construction
materials.
- "Be built using timber from a sustainable
source". The current fascia is made from
aluminium
- "Avoid plastic, glazed tiles or plywood. MDF or
aluminium frames are inappropriate".
This application is also contrary to SDC
Supplementary Planning Guidance - Shop Fronts
(Dec 2011), which states:
- "9.2 The Council considers that the most
appropriate form of illuminated advertisement is
the well-lit window itself".
- "9.4 A more acceptable method of illumination of
fascia's or projecting signs is externally using spot
or floodlights shining onto a traditionally painted
sign".
- "14.2 The LPA expects a high standard of
design in shop fronts, shop signage and
advertisements".
- "14.6 Materials should always be selected to
compliment the materials of the parent building".

S.17/1597/LBC
14th August, 2017

1 Rowcroft GL5 3BA
New casement window to basement WC

S.17/1851/LBC
11th
September,2017

50 Merrywalks Centre, 23 King Street
Change of use from A1 to A3, removal of existing
shopfront and installation of new shopfront

In addition this application is contrary to Policies
BE12 - 2,7,8 and 9 of the Conservation Area
Statement - Conservation Area no.18 - Stroud
Town Centre. 46506
No obs

Consent

Withdrawn

S.17/1850/FUL
11th September,
2017
S.17/1826/FUL
11th September,
2017
S.17/1811/LBC
11th September,
2017
S.17/2141/TCA
9th October

S.17/2260/FUL
6th November, 2017

S.17/2383/ADV
6th November, 2017

S.17/2434/ADV
6th November, 2017

50 Merrywalks Centre, 23 King Street
Change of use of ground floor from A1 to A3,
removal of existing shopfront and installation of new
shopfront.
7 Nelson Street
Change of use from D1 and B1 to C3 Dwelling
house
3 Rose Cottages, Nelson Street GL5 2HJ
Replacement windows. Amendment to approved
application S.17/0498/LBC
Gloucestershire Constabulary Stroud Headquarters,
Parliament Street GL5 1QQ
Work to be carried out on 25 trees. Trees are
currently ok condition wise. Some trees require
some minor tree surgery works to remove
deadwood, raise crowns and trim away from paths.
T22 - T25 are in poor condition and would benefit
from some remedial works to remove Ivy and
deadwood. Removal of dead tree T25. T11 Pollard
at approx 4m
Confident Dental Practice, 37 London Road
Excavation of front light well and closing over with
zinc roof with roof lights. Erection of rear canopy
over new glazed rear entrance to supply disabled
access. Concealment of existing air conditioning
condensers. New bin store and plant housing.
4 High Street GL5 1AU
To remove the existing aperture cut, internally
illuminated fascia and projecting signs and replace
them with traditional, non-illuminated,
painted timber fascia and projecting signs.
12 High Street GL5 1AZ
New shop signage

Withdrawn

Permission

Consent

Consent

No obs

Permission

Support
Support. Stroud Town Council expresses its
gratitude to the applicant for bringing the
shopfront in line with the Shop Front Design
Guide.
Support
We support this application assuming it is in line
with the proposed illustration provided and subject
to clarification that there will be no pvc board
down the one side of the shopfront (as stated in
the application form),
We express our gratitude to the applicant for
bringing the shopfront in line with the Shop Front
Design Guide.

Consent

Consent

S.17/2439/HHOLD
6th November, 2017
S.17/2408/TCA
6th November, 2017

S.17/2425/FUL
4th December, 2017
S.17/2374/FUL
4th December, 2017

S.17/2676/LBC
4th December, 2017

S.17/2614/TPO
4th December, 2017

S.18/0989/ADV
21st May, 2018

Waverley, 17 The Hill, Merrywalks
Single storey extensions with balcony over and
alterations
Fromebanks Willow (T1) - tree has snapped out at
around 5 feet. Currently lying across the River
Frome and resting on neighbouring landowners'
property. Proposed treeworks is to remove hazard
by winching and rigging tree over to the landowner's
side of the river
1 Rowcroft GL5 3BA
Change of use of ground floor from A2 to A3
27 Nelson Street GL5 2HH
Refurbishment of existing building in order to
maintain use as a versatile multi-functional venue,
including re-fronting the building on the street
elevation, and adding a balcony and extension.
The Old Town Hall Suite 2 To 6, The Shambles,
High Street Minor refurbishment and alteration to
interior partition walls of office space

No obs

Permission

No obs

Consent

No obs

Permission

No obs

Permission

No obs

Consent

Flat 1, The Manse, 14 London Road GL5 2AJ
T1 - Fagus sylvatica 'Purpurea' - Crown reduce 4m
height and 3m in lateral spread. Remove epicormic
growth at 2m from ground level on main trunk.
50 Merrywalks Centre, 23 King Street
New shop signage, main fascia sign, hanging sign
and window contravisions

No obs

Consent

Objection
The Town Council objects to this application in
line with the recently adopted (2016) Stroud
Neighbourhood Development Plan policy ZP1a
Shop Fronts; Development proposals within the
core zone shall be guided by the principles set out
in the Shop Fronts in the Town Centre Design
Guide, or any subsequent approved revisions
thereto.
Within the Shop Fronts in the Town Centre
Design Guide the following items are set out;
 “Choose painted fascias with traditional style
sign writing. Individual three dimensional letters
are acceptable”. The proposed fascia is not
painted nor is the font traditional.
In addition to the above, the Shop Fronts in the

Refusal

Town Centre Design Guide also stipulates the
following regarding buildings;
 “New shop fronts should reflect the original
construction materials - do not introduce too many
new materials”. The proposed fascia panel is
aluminium which does not reflect original
construction materials.
 “Be built using timber from a sustainable
source”. The proposed fascia panel is made from
aluminium
 “Avoid plastic, glazed tiles or plywood. MDF or
aluminium frames are inappropriate”.
We object to the window and door graphics.
“Entrance doors should not dominate the shop
front”.

S.18/1067/LBC
21st May, 2018

The Salvation Army, Citadel House, Acre Street
Reinstatement & refurbishment of existing grade 2
listed Salvation Army Hall following fire damage.
Removal of bandstand within main worship hall,
insertion of disabled w.c. and ancillary
accommodation on the North side of the main
worship hall. Upgrading of balcony guarding to allow
for safe access and use. Complete renovation of
annexe to provide community rooms, w.c.'s and
prayer room

This application is also contrary to SDC
Supplementary Planning Guidance – Shop Fronts
(Dec 2011), which states:
 “14.2 The LPA expects a high standard of
design in shop fronts, shop signage and
advertisements”.
 “14.6 Materials should always be selected to
compliment the materials of the parent building”.
In addition this application is contrary to Policies
BE12 – 2 and 7 of the Conservation Area
Statement – Conservation Area no.18 – Stroud
Town Centre.
We request the street number is displayed on the
front of the building.
Support

Consent

S.18/0184/FUL
21st May, 2018

Units 1- 9, 1 London Road
Extension to form 5 one bedroomed flats

Object ( see NDP related statements right.)
The proposal is not a good quality development
and does not meet with NDP policy for "high
quality dwellings to increase the number and
diversity of people who live in the town centre"
paragraph 3.2.4 and policy AP4.

Permission

Due to there being a lack of information relating to
this proposal, we are unable to assess the size of
the individual dwellings. Local Plan policy HC4-5
states "the gross internal floor area of these
dwellings shall comply with the latest
recommended standards used by the Homes and
Communities Agency". We question whether this
is the case.
-We are concerned that the massing of this
development will have an overbearing effect to
neighbouring properties and have an overbearing
effect, in particular it will impact on the
neighbouring listed building Thanet House, 58
London Road. Contrary to Local Plan policy HC11 and ES3-1 and NDP policy AP9a which states
that "The location and scale of buildings respect
the setting of the site and character of the area". It
should also be noted that this property is set
within the Stroud town conservation area.
S.18/1102/TCA
11th June, 2018
S.18/1146/FUL
11th June, 2018
S.18/0746/ADV
11th June
S.18/1220/LBC
11th June, 2018

38 Bowbridge Lock GL5 2JY
Silver birch 2m clearance second floor window and
roofline
The Kingdom Hall, Cornhill
Replace roof and gable, windows and fencing
St Rose's School, Beeches Green
Consent to display school signage

No observations

Consent

No observations

Permission

No observations

Consent

7 Nelson Street.
Remove existing window to replace with French
door set. Construct glazed roof porch above French
door set. Replace existing boundary

No observations

Consent

S.18/1215/HHOLD
11th June, 2018
S.18/1272/ADV
2nd July, 2018
S.18/1476/COU
13th August, 2018

S.18/1454/FUL
13th August, 2018

S.18/1453/FUL
13th August, 2018

S.18/1455/LBC
13th August, 2018

fence with block wall
Iverberg, Lansdown
Loft conversion, raising of roof and provision of
dormers
34 Kendrick Street GL5 1AQ
New signage
66 High Street GL5 1AS
Change of use for a Coffee shop, from existing A1
to A3 on ground and 1st floor no change of use to
2nd floor
Merrywalks Centre, King Street Alteration, extension
and conversion works to and change of use of upper
(first and second) floors of 1-2 King Street Parade to
non-residential
institution (use class D1) and lower floors of 1-2
King Street Parade to non-residential institution and
retail (use classes D1 and A1) and upper floors of 3
King Street Parade and 19-41 King
Street to residential (use class C3). Development of
three houses (use class C3), retail/service units (use
classes A1/A2/A3/A4/A5), and offices (use class
B1). New entrance features and access
arrangements. Building alterations to accommodate
proposals. Associated works including demolition.
Merrywalks centre, Merrywalks
Reconfiguration of and external alterations to
existing mall, car park and cinema, including new
entrance feature, access arrangements,
extension and demolition works. Subdivision of
bowling alley and change of use to incorporate
restaurant (use class A3). Removal of glazed
canopy to car park. Associated works

Alteration, extension and conversion works to and
change of use of upper (first and second) floors of 12 King Street Parade to nonresidential
institution (use class D1) and lower floors of 1-2
King Street Parade to non-residential institution and

No observations

Permission

No observations

Consent
Permission

Support
We support this scheme and particularly like the
improvements proposed in the visual
arrangement of the front elevation on the A46.

Permission

We welcome the increase in residential properties
and hope they will be of a high quality and comply
with NDP Policy AP4.
We note there is no commitment for renewables
at this stage, despite recent discussions with the
town council.

Support
We support this scheme and particularly like the
improvements proposed in the visual
arrangement of the front elevation on the A46.
We welcome the increase in residential properties
and hope they will be of a high quality and comply
with NDP Policy AP4.
We note there is no commitment for renewables
at this stage, despite recent discussions with the
town council.
Support
We support this scheme and particularly like the
improvements proposed in the visual
arrangement of the front elevation on the A46.
We welcome the increase in residential properties
and hope they will be of a high quality and comply

Permission

Consent

S.18/1618/LBC
13th August, 2018

S.18/1616/FUL
13th August

S.18/1617/ADV
13th August

S.18/1692/COU
13th August, 2018
S.18/1805/FUL
10th September,
2018.

retail (use classes D1 and A1) and upper floors of 3
King Street Parade and 19-41 King
Street to residential (use class C3). Development of
three houses (use class C3), retail/service units (use
classes A1/A2/A3/A4/A5), and offices (use class
B1). New entrance features and access
arrangements. Building alterations to accommodate
proposals. Associated works including demolition.
Listed building consent for
works of alteration to 3 King Street Parade, and 23
and 25 King Street.
60-61 High Street GL5 1AS
The proposed works include redecoration of the
shopfront window frames, sills and soffit, along with
the installation of new automatic timber sliding doors
to replace the existing recessed entrance lobby. The
new timber doors will have white framing to match
the existing window frames. This will also include a
fan light above to maintain the proportions of the
areas of glazing. Existing signage is to be replaced
with non-illuminated pin mounted Superdrug
lettering
60-61 High Street GL5 1AS
New automatic timber sliding doors to be installed to
replace existing recessed entrance lobby with
double swing doors.
60-61 High Street GL5 1AS
Non illuminated black fascia with white Superdrug
logo text and star.

9 Lansdown
Change of use from D1 to B1(a)
43 King Street GL5 3DA
Proposal to create two self-contained flats

with NDP Policy AP4.
We note there is no commitment for renewables
at this stage, despite recent discussions with the
town council.

Object
We object to the ‘opaque acrylic with plastic
locators to reverse’ on the fascia sign. This
should be painted with traditional style sign
writing. This is stated in 8.5 of the SDC Shop
Fronts Guide and is contrary to the
Neighbourhood Development Plan Policy ZP1a.

Consent

We also object to the intrusive vinyls in the
upstairs windows.
No observations

Permission

Object
We object to the ‘opaque acrylic with plastic
locators to reverse’ on the fascia sign. This
should be painted with traditional style sign
writing. This is stated in 8.5 of the SDC Shop
Fronts Guide and is contrary to the
Neighbourhood Development Plan Policy ZP1a.
We also object to the intrusive vinyls in the
upstairs windows.
No observations

Consent

Support

Permission

Permission

S.18/1391/COU
8th October, 2018

The Swan Inn, Swan Lane
Change of use of part ground floor from Public
House (A4) to Delicatessen (A1)

The application form is now out of date. The work
that has been done on this development should
now be considered retrospective.

Permission

Stroud Concordat Meeting Notes
Monday 29th July 2019 - Stroud Town Council Offices
Present:
Cllr John Bloxsom
Helen Bojaniwska
Kim Cowan
Cllr Kevin Cranston (Chair)
Tony Davey
Ian Mean
David Owen
Cllr Simon Pickering
Pippa Stroud
Dan Tiffney
Cllr Chas Townley
Cllr Eva Ward
Andrew Watton

Stroud Town Council
Stroud Town Council
Stroud Town Council
Stroud Town Council
Chamber
Business West and GFirst LEP
GFirst LEP
Stroud District Council
Stroud District Council
Gloucestershire County Council (Highways)
Stroud District Council & Stroud Town Council
Gloucestershire County Council
Chamber

1. Apologies
Apologies were received from: Fiona Mills-Carlyon (Chamber) and Kate Montgomery
(STC)
2. To receive the minutes of the meeting held on 10th December 2018
Minutes were received.
3. To meet with Ian Mean and David Owen to discuss regeneration
opportunities for Stroud
IM and DO had been invited to the meeting in response the unsuccessful Future
High Streets bid and IM’s suggestion that a development company for urban
regeneration might be suitable for Stroud.
It was noted that there are good opportunities for Stroud arising from: the public and
private investment in the regeneration of the Merrywalks (now Five Valleys)
Shopping Centre; the imminent arrival of a GFirst Growth Hub at SGS College; and
the Cotswold Canals project.
Stroud Town Council (STC) were reported to be the only local council in
Gloucestershire to have submitted expressions of interest for infrastructure funding
through the Capital Investment Pipeline (CIP), having put forward 4 potential projects
in the town.
HB presented the background to STC’s work on regeneration including the Shaping
the Heart of Stroud Neighbourhood Development Plan, the Stroud Connects Cultural
Strategy, and the Future High Streets bid. The role of the Concordat was explained.

A question was raised about the potential for future funding opportunities and what
sort of organisation would be best placed to apply for funding and manage projects.
DO reported that the funding situation is currently very unclear, due largely to Brexit.
GFirst’s government funding for the next 2 years had nearly all been committed and
the next anticipated round, the UK Share Prosperity Fund, had been put on hold.
The CIP process was being used to identify projects for the next round of funding
when it comes – support would be provided to develop business cases where
required.
CT expressed concern about the loss of tourism and regeneration posts at SDC, a
lack of focus in the Local Plan review on development sites in Stroud and the need
for more development sites for employment.
It was reported that STC are reviewing the NDP and have been granted a support
package from AECOM for work on developing design codes.
JB raised the issue of stalled development sites, e.g. Cheapside, and asked about
the possibility of GFirst funding to help with, for example, land remediation. DO
advised that this is sometime available and had been used for some sites in
Gloucester.
A general discussion on the way forward followed. The following actions were
recommended:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

IM to introduce John Baker as a source of professional advice on strategy –
John is working as Strategic Planning Coordinator for Gloucestershire.
STC to seek to join the Stroud Local Strategic Partnership.
Concordat needs to be able to clearly articulate the vision for Stroud and
focus on relevant funding opportunities.
Seek to work together with partners as the “Five Valleys” rather than just
Stroud town.
Feed in to GCC consultation on Rail Investment Strategy (contact Colin
Chick).
Make sure there a projects that are ready to go when funding becomes
available and that are consistent with higher level strategies and partnerships.
DO to seek feedback on the Future High Streets bid.

4. To receive minutes of the car parking working group
The minutes of meetings held on 13/5/2019 and 17/7/2019 were noted.
EW reported that GCC will be carrying out a review of on street and residential
parking in Stroud. Dates for a meeting with Alexis Newport who is leading the review
will be circulated.
5. Any other urgent business
None
Date for next meeting;

mid October to be confirmed

Neighbourhood Development Plan Working Group
Minutes of Meeting Wednesday 13th November 2019, 7.30pm at Stroud Town
Council office
Present:
Camilla Hale (Chair)
Alice Campbell
Chas Townley
Hugh Barton (HBa)
Andrew Watton
Helen Bojaniwska
Kate Montgomery
Kim Cowan
George Vigileos

Stroud Town Councillor
Stroud Town Council
Stroud Town Councillor
Stroud Preservation Trust/Civic Society
Chamber of Commerce
Town Clerk
Deputy Town Clerk
Project Officer
Earth Protectors

Minutes
1)

Absent: Town Councillors Steve Dechan and John Bloxsom.

2)

Minutes of previous meeting approved.

Action

3) Biophilic Design Presentation by Steve Edge, University of Gloucestershire.
Discussion around the potential to incorporate Biophilic principles into future NDP
Design Policy. The idea of health impact analysis on buildings or developments
was suggested as a practical approach to healthier sustainable design.

KC to share
presentation.

4) Receive a report on an extension of the NDP area.

HB and KC to meet with
NDP Planning Officer at
SDC.

The group identified 3 potential areas where the NDP boundary might be
extended to include Homebase, Tescos and Waitrose supermarkets. The
rationale behind the extensions reflect
a. The retail offer which could be considered part of the town centre
offer;
b. The impact that any potential changes to these sites might have on
the town centre;
c. The need to include planning for the movement of people and goods
into the town centre and potential development sites;
d. The desire to plan for and promote connectivity and linkages between
green and recreational spaces.
e. The lack of logic in including the Waitrose car-park but not the store in
the original NDP.

KC check on any
precedent of changes
with Elin Tattersal of
GRCC either in the
county or beyond

SDC Officers have identified that there is no precedent for changing the
boundaries as many NDP cover the whole parish area.

5) Receive a report on pollution monitoring.

KC to order tubes for 10

The group received the report and agreed to use Somerset Scientific for Diffusion sites for 2020 and
arrange installation and
Monitoring tubes. 10 locations for monitoring were agreed. These included
analysis.
2 on Merrywalks;
1 on Cainscross Road near Gannicox;
1 on Slad Road by Locking Hill Surgery;
.
1 by the bus stop on Beeches Green;
1 on A46 beyond Salmon Springs/Grove Cottages;
1 on A46 near the Stroud Town sign on Bath Road;
1 on Station Forecourt
1 Outside STC Office
1 on Parliament Street.
These will be in addition to new sites monitored by SDC on Russell Street and
London Road/Dr Newton’s Way Roundabout.
6) Regeneration Committee. The Clerk informed the group of the imminent
changes to the Committee Structure. STC are currently consulting on the
Governance Review. It has been proposed that the NDP WG and Concordat
merge and become a full committee with delegated powers and a budget. This
will promote greater efficiency and facilitate better engagement with officers at
partner organisations. Consultation with stakeholders including the Chamber of
Trade has been undertaken and the Clerk is contacting representatives at GCC
and SDC.
At the first Council meeting in 2020, councillors will be appointed to the new
committees and a new timetable of meetings agreed.
The Regeneration Committee will have a broader remit than the NDP area.
7) HBa reported back on the Transition Energy Group meeting at SDC on
Monday. The main item was a report on the potential for renewable energy
within the District by CSE and CAG. This will form part of the evidence base for
the Local Plan and will be of relevance to the NDP review.

