25th February 2020

NOTICE OF MEETING
Environment Committee
Tuesday 3rd March 2020 7.30pm,
Thanet House, 58 London Road, Stroud
** Members of the public are welcome to attend **

AG E N D A

1. To receive apologies
2. To receive declarations of interest or requests for dispensations
3. To answer questions from the public
4. To approve the minutes of the meeting of 20th January
5. To receive the budget monitoring report
6. To receive the Green Spaces Manager’s report
7. To receive a report on the Memorial at Park Gardens
8. To approve the access agreement for Sladebank Woods
9. To approve a mural for the shed in Bank Gardens
10. To approve the updated Cemetery Regulations and associated forms
11. To receive the notes from the meeting of the Stroud CAN group on 31st
January
12. To receive the minutes from the Allotment Association business
meeting on 21st January 2020

Stroud Town Council, Thanet House, 58 London Road, Stroud GL5 2AD
Email: council@stroudtown.gov.uk Web: www.stroudtown.gov.uk
Tel: 01453 762817 Fax: 01453 753390

Green Spaces

January
Budget

Staff cost
Training
Travel/expenses
Rates
Rent (new Depot)
Health safety security
Utilities
Consumables
Tel/post/communications
Insurance/Legal expenses/Consultancy
Site materials
Small tools and equipment
Equipment hire/lease
Equipment maintenance
Fuel and Oil
Vehicle maint./MOT/Tax
Planting
Contracted grass maintenance
Green spaces projects
Equipment purchases/Large tools
Play facilities
Stroud Valleys Project
Graffiti removal / vandalism
Contingencies/liabilities
Contracted infrastructure
Contracted grave digging
Contracted waste management
Contracted play equip works
Contracted tree reports&works
Community Engagement
Loan repayments
Tf from other funds
Tf to other funds(reserve)

2020

Spent
123,142
3,000
200
5,000
10,000
4,000
1,500
800
1,800
4,000
9,500
2,750
1,500
1,000
1,400
4,000
12,500
14,350
119,628
4,000

100
4,000
15,000
16,000
8,000
25,482
6,000
800
10,918

410,370

Balance
102,538
1,678
312
9,149
10,000
2,264
1,723
698
2,080
2,685
5,180
2,751
741
1,354
1,264
2,327
13,753
13,149
13,996
2,987
2,495

-

-

-

-

-

437 99,310 9,330
6,962
672
3,220
96
7,743

320,894

20,604
1,322
112
4,149
1,736
223
102
280
1,315
4,320
1
759
354
136
1,673
1,253
1,201
105,632
1,013
2,495
337
4,000
84,310
6,670
1,038
24,810
2,780
704
3,175
89,476

Green Space Manager Report for Environment Committee meeting 03 March 2020
This report covers the time from the last report (10 January – 24 February 2020)
Works undertaken:
1. Summary of physical works undertaken:
The GS team has undertaken the following physical tasks:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Ivy removed from various walls in Bank Gardens ahead of repointing works
Reinstatement of timber bench at Folly Lane following vandalism
Pruning of shrubs in beds at Bank Gardens and mulch added (using woodchips created in-house a year back)
Shrub near ‘The Door’ entrance pruned
Pruning of some shrubs Park Gardens
Final third of hazel area coppiced Park Gardens
Mulching of young hedge Park Gardens
Ongoing laurel cutting in Old Cemetery as part of programme
Bramble area in Park Gardens cut back – could become a bog garden area
Remainder of bird and bat boxes installed at the Long Ground
Painting over graffiti Bank Gardens (2 separate episodes)
New base for litter bins in Bank Gardens and St Laurence churchyard installed
First changeover of NOX tubes in the town
Installation of bench in Field Road on behalf of SDC
Annual chipping of accumulated arisings aborted due to breakdown of hired chipper
2. Notable events:
 Ground collapse at the Long Ground
o Over the weekend of 11-12 January, ground above the Cainscross Road culvert collapsed into
the Painswick Stream, taking estate railings and an SDC recycling bin with it
o During the same period, water levels rose and one of the two wooden bridges across the stream
was badly damaged and later removed by a third party
o GCC closed the footpath running through the site, fenced off the unfenced ‘drop’ from the
pavement and introduced traffic lights to reduce Cainscross Road to the southern carriageway
o The gate system at the Cainscross Road entrance was removed by GCC to facilitate plant access.
o GCC brought in many tonnes of stone to create a platform for an excavator to work from to clear
debris and undertake remedial works. Some trees were felled to facilitate this
o At the time of writing, a new pipe has been inserted which sites both outside and under the
bridge. More stone is now being used to cover the pipe and create a triangular reinforcement to
the bridge. Works are being conducted by GCC in liaison with the Environment Agency. STC are
not directly involved in the works

Photos below show the initial impact, and subsequent ongoing remedial works

 High winds/ storms
o Through February there have been a few occasions when wind gusts have been forecast to reach
50mph or more. This is the mid-point of Force 9 Strong/severe gales. After each episode, rangers
and GSM have checked all sites for potentially hazardous conditions such as damaged branches
or lifted root-plates. Fortunately, no such incidences have been found

 Parliament Street Burial Ground Wall
o The wall had had some stones fall out (repaired by rangers) and there was a noticeable bow. Whilst
we await further advice, the section of footpath has been fenced off for safety

3. Contracted out works undertaken:
o Grave digging
o 6 monthly sanitisation service of water bottle filler
o Tree safety works completed following 3-yearly reports. Includes Park Gardens, St Laurence
Churchyard, both cemeteries, Parliament St burial ground, Summer Crescent, Daisy Bank and
Libby’s Drive depot

4. Contract works ordered & awaiting delivery
o Tractor hedge cutting works
5. Health and Safety:
o
None
6. Training:
o Horticulture ranger attended a half day apple tree pruning course
o 3 rangers trained to use powered pole pruner
o 3 rangers trained in elementary tree safety inspection techniques
o GSM attended a two day mental health first aid course

7. Vehicles and machinery:
o RTV required repairs on two occasions.

8. Play Equipment:
o Quotes for replacement of some equipment ongoing
9. Engagement:
o As part of an emerging Garden Guardians partnership with Stroud Nature and others, the second
workshop was successful, with 3 families attending, being shown by the ranger team how to
build bird boxes, insect homes and bird feeders and bottle gardens from plastic bottles
o The winter programme of habitat management work parties is ongoing, with work parties twice
per month at Bisley Road Cemetery

10. Media relatedo None
11. Partnering:
o
Installation of bench at Field Road for SDC
o
GSM attended a community event organised by Paganhill Community Group

12. Known vandalism/ antisocial behaviour/damage:
o Far right and lewd graffiti on 2 occasions in Bank Gardens

13. Upcoming Works:
o Signage refresh for play areas following audit by GSM
o Shrub planting in Park Gardens
o Juniper planting in Bisley Road Cemetery
o Install bird and bat boxes Park Gardens and Bisley Road Cemetery
Green Spaces Manager 24 February 2020

Proposal
To Repair and Clean Up
Stroud War Memorial

Park Gardens, Slad Road, Stroud
Meeting: Monday 3rd February 2020 at 10am

Introduction
The war memorial that stands in Park Gardens, Slad Road, Stroud, has
become run down through time and is in an ill state of repair. Failure to
address these repairs will result in further deterioration of this community
built monument.

Brief History
The war memorial was erected in 1935 after much debate by Stroud’s
residents of what form the civic war memorial should take. It was unveiled
on the 23rd of June that year by the widow of a local soldier, assisted by
two Victoria Cross recipients. The war memorial is now dedicated to those
who fell in the 1st and 2nd World Wars, and in 2015 the dedication was
adjusted to mark the dead of conflicts subsequent to the 1st war regardless
of location.

Designation
The Memorial is designated as Listed Grade 2 for the following principal
reason -‘HISTORIC INTEREST’, as an eloquent witness to the tragic impact
of world events on the local community, and the sacrifice they have made
in the 20th Century.

Proposal
We, Last Rendez-Vous, (LRV), would like to propose that the war memorial
needs to be repaired and cleaned up for the community. It should be
something the town is proud of; honouring respect and thanks to those it is
dedicated to, and not appear as it does currently a forgotten, neglected
memory. We owe so much to those it commemorates and historically the
town has a proud tradition of representing its country in all 3 services.
With the 75th Anniversary of VE-Day coming up in May this year, it is likely
to be a focal point for the community and visitors to the area. Last RendezVous are a local ex-HM Forces group that would like to offer their services
to assist in the restoration of this monument to its former glory. In
completion of this work we would like the honour of holding a parade and
possible march from the monument to mark this special VE-Day
anniversary, and subsequent commemorative dates in the future to bring
the community together.

Stroud Memorial, Park Gardens, Slad Road, Stroud

Cracks appearing, grout
eroding with moss and weed
growth

Flagstone retaining wall leaning and
loose in areas

Extensive cracks in the stone
base causing unevenness
and a hazard for pedestrians

Un-official Surveyor’s Report
Carried out on 28/01/20 by a qualified surveyor from the local community.

Defects
Monument
 Dirty through age and pollution
 Crumbling in places, especially on edges and corners exposed to weathering.
 Pointing between monument bricks has eroded in places.
 Weeds and moss growing on the faces of the monument and between some
bricks.
Base
 Concrete slabs are cracked and broken in many areas, causing trip hazards to
the public.
 4-5 Flag stone retaining wall sections are leaning and are in a dangerously loose
situation.
 Rosemary bushes leaning over flag stones are causing obstruction to the
walkway and impeding wheelchair access around the monument.

Recommended Repairs














Clean Monument and repair stone where required - Requires a specialist
Remove concrete slab
Remove flagstone retaining wall.
Removal of Rosemary bushes and replant much further away from the retaining
wall, (the roots are a possible reason for retaining wall movement).
Lay new concrete slab light brushed finish.
Re-lay flagstone retaining wall, incorporating a space to the left and right sides
of the monument to accommodate dedicated benches.
If lighting and CCTV required to improve security as the memorial stands in very
poor lit area, and due to the recent vandalism - soft dig from electrical supply
lamp (approximately 20m)
Install electrics if required
Re-instate flagstone retaining wall, gravel/French drain fill behind them).
Repair monument stones where required, (by a specialist)
Second fix lighting/CCTV.
New planting in borders to create an eye catching and deserving frame for this
historic dedication
Prepare ground and lay a concrete base for a new dedicated bench on the grass
verge opposite the memorial.

Seating Area
We would also like to propose that a designated seating area around the
war memorial is put in place, as at the moment there are not any benches
that face the monument itself. Visitors who wish to pay their respects or sit
in quiet contemplation whilst looking at the memorial have nowhere to do
this at the moment.
In keeping with the historical elements associated with the park we would
like to propose that three benches be placed, two dedicated to HM Forces
and one on behalf of LRV to represent all veterans. The Veterans bench
would be situated on the grass verge in front of the memorial, an ideal
place to sit especially for any visitors attending future commemorative
occasions that cannot stand for substantial periods of time, but will still
feel inclusive. The other two benches could be incorporated into the new
base and border design by being placed facing the left and right sides of
the monument, creating symmetry and a feeling of unity.
We recognise that commemorative benches are expensive. LRV would like
to offer their services to help raise funds for this new seating area that
would enhance the memorial and be a fitting dedication to all service
personnel, past and present.

Summary
 Monument needs to be repaired and cleaned for its upkeep and
preservation
 Surrounding base needs to be replaced and made a safe area for the
public
 Seating area for the monument addressed
 LRV volunteered to assist in restoration process
 Numerous extra offers of community volunteers to help
 B&Q in Stroud offered plants/ Local master stone mason offered
services.
 Restore the community’s pride in our town

REPORT TITLE

Park Gardens – Memorial and Cenotaph

AUTHOR

Kate Montgomery

CONSULTEES

Mike Dando – Green Spaces Manager
Oliver Edwards – Chairman, Stroud LRV Veterans

FOR MEETING

Environment Committee

DATE

3rd March 2020

RECOMMENDATION

To approve the new planting as outlined and the installation of a
memorial bench near the cenotaph

REPORT
The town council have been approached along with the District Council by the LRV group
in Stroud (Last Rendezvous) who work with veterans in the area.
The group would like to rejuvenate the cenotaph area in Park Gardens and provide
memorial benches for the park.
The actions as per the attached recommendations are;
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Clean Monument and repair stone where required - Requires a specialist
Remove concrete slab
Remove flagstone retaining wall.
Removal of Rosemary bushes and replant much further away from the retaining
wall, (the roots are a possible reason for retaining wall movement).
Lay new concrete slab light brushed finish.
Re-lay flagstone retaining wall, incorporating a space to the left and right sides of
the monument to accommodate dedicated benches.
If lighting and CCTV required to improve security as the memorial stands in very
poor lit area, and due to the recent vandalism - soft dig from electrical supply lamp
(approximately 20m)
Install electrics if required
Re-instate flagstone retaining wall, gravel/French drain fill behind them).
Repair monument stones where required, (by a specialist)
Second fix lighting/CCTV.
New planting in borders to create an eye catching and deserving frame for this
historic dedication
Prepare ground and lay a concrete base for a new dedicated bench on the grass
verge opposite the memorial.

Brian McGough from SDC has confirmed that the cleaning of the monument will be
undertaken by them before April 2020. The surface finish, lighting options and stone
repairs are all being costed with a likely completion of June-September.
The town council can remove the rosemary hedge, replant with roses and seasonal bulbs
and protect the new planting with a low picket fence. The lawson cypress trees will also be
replaced with common yew.

The LRV group have also indicated their desire to have memorial benches installed near
the cenotaph. The exact location of the benches is to be agreed.

The cost of the purchase and installation of one memorial bench is £1,500 with a lead time
of around 6 weeks.
The LRV also have significant concerns about the amount of vandalism and anti-social
behaviour in the park. There is an opportunity to work with them to revamp the memorial
shelter and increase security in the park through additional CCTV. Costs for this have not
been researched for this report.

LEGAL
IMPLICATIONS
FINANCIAL AND
STAFFING
IMPLICATIONS

None
Ranger time to replant the boarder at the cenotaph and install the
bench
£500 – 700 for new planting (already planned within current
budgets)
£1,500 for the memorial bench and associated installation costs

EQUALITY
IMPLICATIONS
CO2 IMPLICATIONS
DECISION

None
Negligible for this report

DATED

2020

------------

LICENCE AS TO USE AND WORKS

between

STROUD TOWN COUNCIL

and

SLADEBANK WOODS CIC

1

PARTIES
(1)

STROUD TOWN COUNCIL of Thanet House, 58 London Road, Stroud,
Gloucestershire, GL5 2AD (Licensor).

(2)

SLADEBANK WOODS CIC incorporated and registered in England and Wales
with company number 10157786 whose registered office is at 7 Summer Close,
Stroud GL5 1PF (Licensee).

AGREED TERMS
1.

INTERPRETATION
The following definitions and rules of interpretation apply in this licence.

1.1

Definitions:
Competent Authority: any statutory undertaker or any statutory public local or
other authority or regulatory body or any court of law or government department or
any of them or any of their duly authorised officers.
Licence Fee: the amount of £1
Licence Fee Commencement Date: the date of this Licence.
Licence Period: the period from and including the date of this Licence until the date
on which this licence is determined in accordance with clause 5.
Licensee's Property: the property known as land lying to the north of Langtoft
Road, Stroud, Gloucestershire shown edged red on the Plan and registered at HM
Land Registry under the title number GR230892 and each and every part of it.
Licensor's Property: that part of the land on the south east side of Summer
Crescent, Stroud and registered at HM Land Registry under the title number
GR272717 and each and every part of it.
Necessary Consents: all planning permissions and all other consents, licences,
permissions, certificates, authorisations and approvals whether of a public or private
nature which shall be required by any Competent Authority for the Permitted Use.
Permitted Route: a footpath no more than 1.5 metres wide to form part of the
Licensor's Property as is approximately shown edged red on the Plan between points
A-B-C.
Permitted Use: to pass and repass on foot only over and along the Permitted Route
to and from the public highway known as Summer Crescent at all times. Vehicular
access by grounds maintenance equipment during daylight hours only shall be
permitted over the Permitted Route subject to prior approval by the Licensor in
writing.
Plan: the plan attached to this licence.
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VAT: value added tax chargeable under the Value Added Tax Act 1994 and any
similar replacement tax and any similar additional tax.
Works: the works to be carried out at the Licensor’s Property which are referred to in
Schedule 1 together with making good any damage to the Licensor’s Property caused
by carrying out such works.
1.2

Clause headings shall not affect the interpretation of this licence.

1.3

A person includes a natural person, corporate or unincorporated body (whether or not
having separate legal personality).

1.4

Unless the context otherwise requires, words in the singular shall include the plural
and in the plural shall include the singular.

1.5

Unless the context otherwise requires, a reference to one gender shall include a
reference to the other genders.

1.6

A reference to a statute or statutory provision is a reference to it as amended,
extended or re-enacted from time to time.

1.7

A reference to a statute or statutory provision shall include all subordinate legislation
made from time to time under that statute or statutory provision.

1.8

A reference to writing or written excludes faxes and e-mail.

1.9

Any obligation on a party not to do something includes an obligation not to allow that
thing to be done and to use best endeavours to prevent that thing being done by
another person.

1.10

References to clauses are to the clauses of this licence.

1.11

Any words following the terms including, include, in particular, for example or
any similar expression shall be construed as illustrative and shall not limit the sense
of the words, description, definition, phrase or term preceding those terms.

1.12

A working day is any day which is not a Saturday, a Sunday, a bank holiday or a
public holiday in England.

2.

LICENCE TO USE

2.1

Subject to clause 3 and clause 5, the Licensor permits the Licensee to use the
Permitted Route for the Permitted Use for the Licence Period under the terms of this
3

written licence in common with the Licensor and all others authorised by the Licensor
(so far as is not inconsistent with the Licensee's use of the Permitted Route for the
Permitted Use).
2.2

In consideration of the obligations on the Licensee in this licence, the Licensor also
permits the Licensee access to the Licensor’s Property for the purposes of carrying
out the Works required to construct the Permitted Route on the terms set out in this
Licence. This consent does not obviate the need for the consent of any person other
than the Licensor that may be required to carry out the Works.

2.3

The Licensee acknowledges that:
(a)

the Licensee shall use the Permitted Route as a licensee and not as of right;

(b)

the Licensee shall use the Permitted Route as a licensee and that no
relationship of landlord and tenant is created between the Licensor and the
Licensee by this licence; and

(c)

the Licensor retains control, possession and management of the Permitted
Route and the Licensee has no right to exclude the Licensor from the
Permitted Route.

2.4

This licence is personal to the Licensor and the Licensee and neither of them may
assign or otherwise transfer the benefit of it.

3.

LICENSEE'S OBLIGATIONS
The Licensee agrees and undertakes:
(a)

to pay to the Licensor the Licence Fee payable without any deduction on the
date of this Licence;

(b)

not to use the Permitted Route other than for the Permitted Use;

(c)

not to do or permit to be done on the Permitted Route and/or Licensor’s
Property anything which is illegal or which may be or become a nuisance
(whether actionable or not), annoyance, inconvenience or disturbance to the
Licensor or any owner or occupier of neighbouring property;

(d)

not to cause or permit to be caused any damage to:

(e)

(i)

the Licensor's Property or any neighbouring property; or

(ii)

any property of the owners or occupiers of the Licensor's Property
or any neighbouring property.

not to obstruct the Permitted Route or deposit any waste, rubbish, soil or
other material on any part of the Licensor's Property or in any other way
interfere with, or disturb, the Licensor or any others authorised by the
Licensor to use the Permitted Route;
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(f)

not to authorise any other person to use the Permitted Route except the
Licensee's employees or the Licensee's invitees to the Permitted Route;

(g)

not to do anything that will or might constitute a breach of any Necessary
Consents affecting the Licensor's Property or which will or might vitiate in
whole or in part any insurance effected by the Licensor in respect of the
Licensor's Property from time to time;

(h)

if a gate is erected at either or both ends of the Permitted Route then the
Licensee shall provide to the Licensor any keys or access codes to it or them
(as appropriate);

(i)

not to use the Permitted Route with motorised vehicles save for motorised
wheelchairs which are permitted;

(j)

not to make any alteration or addition whatsoever to the Licensor’s
Property which is not the subject of the Works;

(k)

not to display any advertisement, signboards, nameplate, inscription, flag,
banner, placard, poster, signs or notices at the Licensor’s Property without
the prior written consent of the Licensor;

(l)

not to apply for any planning permission in respect of the Property;

(m)

to observe any rules and regulations the Licensor makes and notifies to the
Licensee from time to time governing the Licensee's use of the Permitted
Route and/or Licensor’s Property;

(n)

to keep the Permitted Route in a good repair and condition;

(o)

to comply with any Health and Safety regulations as to the use of the
Permitted Route and its upkeep and maintenance;

(p)

to effect and maintain insurance of the Permitted Route (with reputable
insurers) at the Licensee’s cost at a minimum level of £10,000,000. Such
insurance shall be against public liability for injury and harm caused by the
Licensees negligence and/or their employees or invitees and also for
damage and replacement of the Permitted Route. If the Licensor notifies the
Licensee that the level or terms of insurance must be altered then the
Licensee shall take all appropriate steps to amend the insurance policy to
give immediate effect to those changes;

(q)

to provide to the Licensor a copy of the insurance policy and schedule
referred to in (l) above on demand;

(r)

To indemnify the Licensor and keep the Licensor indemnified against all
losses, claims, demands, actions, proceedings, damages, costs, expenses or
other liability in any way arising from:
(i)

this licence;

(ii)

any breach of the Licensee's undertakings contained in clause 3;
and/or

(iii)

the exercise of any rights given in clause 2.
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4.

REINSTATEMENT

4.1

The Landlord may give notice to the Tenant within six months before the end of the
Licence or within three months after the end of the Licence, requiring the Tenant to
remove the Works and reinstate the Licensor’s Property. The notice may require
removal and reinstatement in respect of part only of the Works.

4.2

If the Licensor gives the Licensee this notice, the Licensee must remove the Works
(or the part specified) and reinstate the Licensor’s Property before the end of the
Licence. But if the notice is given less than three months before the end of the
Licence or after the end of the Licence the removal and reinstatement must be done
within three months after the notice is given.

4.3

The removal and reinstatement must be done at the Licensee’s cost and to the
reasonable satisfaction of the Licensor.

4.4

The Licensee must also make good any damage to the Licensor’s Property caused by
the removal and reinstatement.

5.

TERMINATION

5.1

This licence shall end on the earliest of:
(a)

31st December 2030;

(b)

the Licensor giving notice to the Licensee to terminate this licence with
immediate effect if the Licensee breaches any of the obligations contained
in clause 3; and

(c)

expiry of not less than 4 weeks' notice to terminate given by either party to
the other.

5.2

Termination is without prejudice to the rights of either party in connection with any
antecedent breach of any obligation subsisting under this licence.

6.

NOTICES

6.1

Any notice or other communication given under this licence shall be in writing and
shall be delivered by hand or sent by pre-paid first-class post or other next working
day delivery service to the relevant party as follows:
(a)

to the Licensor at: Thanet House, 58 London Road, Stroud, Gloucestershire,
GL5 2AD and marked for the attention of The Town Clerk; and

(b)

to the Licensee at: 7 Summer Close, Stroud GL5 1PF and marked for the
attention of Martin Jakes, Director,
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or as otherwise specified by the relevant party by notice in writing to each
other party.

6.2

Any notice or other communication given in accordance with clause 6.1 will be
deemed to have been received:
(a)

if delivered by hand, on signature of a delivery receipt or at the time the
notice or other communication is left at the proper address; or

(b)

if sent by pre-paid first-class post or other next working day delivery
service, at 9.00 am on the second working day after posting.

6.3

A notice or other communication given under this licence shall not be validly given if
sent by e-mail.

6.4

This clause does not apply to the service of any proceedings or other documents in
any legal action or, where applicable, any arbitration or other method of dispute
resolution.

7.

NO WARRANTY OF CONDITION

7.1

The Licensor gives no warranty that the Permitted Route is in a safe condition and fit
for the uses specified in clause 2.

7.2

The Licensee acknowledges that it does not rely on, and shall have no remedies in
respect of, any representation or warranty (whether made innocently or negligently)
that may have been made by or on behalf of the Licensor before the date of this
licence as to any of the matters mentioned in clause 7.1.

7.3

Nothing in this clause shall limit or exclude any liability for fraud.

8.

LIMITATION OF LICENSOR'S LIABILITY

8.1

Subject to clause 8.2, the Licensor is not liable for:
(a)

the death of, or injury to, the Licensee or the Licensee's employees or the
Licensee's invitees to the Permitted Route;

(b)

any damage to any property of the Licensee or, that of the Licensee's
employees or the Licensee's invitees to the Permitted Route;

(c)

any losses, claims, demands, actions, proceedings, damages, costs or
expenses or other liability incurred by the Licensee or the Licensee's
employees or the Licensee's invitees to the Permitted Route in the exercise
or purported exercise of the rights granted by clause 2; or
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(d)

8.2

any loss or damage suffered by the Licensee or the Licensee's employees or
the Licensee's invitees to the Permitted Route as a result of any cause
beyond the Licensor's control that prevents the Licensee from using the
Permitted Route.

Nothing in clause 8.1 shall limit or exclude the Licensor's liability for:
(a)

death or personal injury or damage to property caused by negligence on the
part of the Licensor or its employees or agents; or

(b)

any matter in respect of which it would be unlawful for the Licensor to
exclude or restrict liability.

9.

VAT

9.1

All sums payable by the Licensee are exclusive of any VAT that may be chargeable.
The Licensee shall pay VAT in respect of all taxable supplies made to it in
connection with this licence on the due date for making any payment or, if earlier, the
date on which that supply is made for VAT purposes.

9.2

Every obligation on the Licensee, under or in connection with this licence, to pay the
Licensor or any other person any sum by way of a refund or indemnity, shall include
an obligation to pay an amount equal to any VAT incurred on that sum by the
Licensor or other person, except to the extent that the Licensor or other person
obtains credit for such VAT under the Value Added Tax Act 1994.

10.

THIRD PARTY RIGHTS
A person who is not a party to this licence shall not have any rights under the
Contracts (Rights of Third Parties) Act 1999 to enforce any term of this licence.

11.

GOVERNING LAW
This licence and any dispute or claim arising out of or in connection with it or its
subject matter or formation (including non-contractual disputes or claims) shall be
governed by and construed in accordance with the law of England and Wales.

12.

JURISDICTION
Each party irrevocably agrees that the courts of England and Wales shall have
exclusive jurisdiction to settle any dispute or claim arising out of or in connection
with this licence or its subject matter or formation (including non-contractual disputes
or claims).

This licence has been entered into on the date stated at the beginning of it.
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SCHEDULE 1: Works

9

The construction of the Permitted Route as such works are shown on the plans and
specification annexed to this licence.

1.

The foot paths will be protected on both sides with a gravel board or similar with a
100mm upstand that will provide a tapping rail for people who are visually impaired
and will also prevent chair users rolling off the edge of the path down the steep banks
either side.

2.

The path will be formed in approximately 100mm deep of type 1 roadstone as a subbase topped off with a Geotechnical fabric membrane to prevent the topping
percolating through the sub-base and the top finished with 50mm of compacted grit
that will provide a satisfactory “roll-over” surface for wheelchairs.

3.

The access road will be formed in “Grasscrete” or similar porous material and twill
be foiled with stone. The access route will be 2.4m wide. To ensure access for
vehicles there will be a turning circle at the top of the road to allow vehicles to turn.

4.

Motorcycles will be prevented from accessing the area as per the specified design or
similar.
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Signed by [
]
for and on behalf of Stroud Town
Council

.......................................
Town Clerk

Signed by [
]
for and on behalf of the Sladebank
Woods CIC

.......................................
Director
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REPORT TITLE

Sladebank Woods Access Agreement

AUTHOR

Kate Montgomery – Deputy Clerk

CONSULTEES

Mike Dando – Green Spaces Manager
Martin Jakes – Sladebank Woods CIC
Cheryl Leigh – Solicitor

FOR MEETING

Environment Committee

DATE

3rd March 2020

RECOMMENDATION
REPORT

To approve the access agreement as drafted

In June 2019 this committee was approached by Sladebank Woods CIC to ask if they
would consider allowing an access ramp to be built on the boarder of Sladebank Woods
and the land adjoining Summer Crescent. The ramp will allow wheelchair users to access
the woods for outdoor activities. The ramp will also allow children who use wheelchairs to
partake in ‘Forest School’ activities which have previously unavailable to them.
The Green Spaces Committee agreed on 4th June 2019 that this licence was created as
per the specifications provided.
Please see attached Access Agreement and associated drawings (Appendix 1)

LEGAL
IMPLICATIONS
FINANCIAL AND
STAFFING
IMPLICATIONS

The committee is able to approve the attached agreement to
allow Sladebank Woods CIC to access their land to build the
access ramp.
Checks to be undertaken by Green Spaces Rangers as part of
usual routine equipment checks
A grant from Barnwood trust has been awarded to Sladebank
Woods CIC for the ramp and associated works

EQUALITY
IMPLICATIONS

The ramp will allow access to the woods to wheelchair users who
have been unable to use the space previously

CO2 IMPLICATIONS

None

DECISION

REPORT TITLE

Mural for Bank Gardens

AUTHOR

Kate Montgomery – Deputy Clerk

CONSULTEES

Mike Dando – Green Spaces Manager

FOR MEETING

Environment Committee

DATE

3rd March 2020

RECOMMENDATION

To commission a street artist to undertake a mural on the shed
wall in Bank Gardens

REPORT
A local street artist has offered to paint a mural on the shed in Bank Gardens. The
message of the mural would be around ‘Unity’. This area has been vandalised twice in
February which has meant the Green Spaces rangers have had to repaint the area quickly
on both occasions. A permanent mural would potentially discourage further vandalism.
The cost of a commission of this nature is usually in the region of £550, however in light of
the rhetoric around the vandalism which has occurred the local artist has offered to
undertake the work for free, however the Council could make a contribution towards
materials used.
The new mural would be a positive message from the Council in light of the rhetoric
behind the recent vandalism at the site.
The Council’s press officer will be informed to promote the project through the local press.

LEGAL
IMPLICATIONS
FINANCIAL AND
STAFFING
IMPLICATIONS

None

EQUALITY
IMPLICATIONS
CO2 IMPLICATIONS

None

DECISION

Ranger time will be saved by not having to repaint the shed wall
each time it is vandalised
Up to £100 for paint/materials

CO2 saved from rangers travelling to the site to repaint the wall
each month

Stroud Town Council
CEMETERY REGULATIONS
Stroud Cemeteries
Bisley Road and Horns Road
Updated – January 2020

Stroud Town Council, Thanet House, 58 London Road, Stroud GL5 2AD
Tel: 01453 762817 Email: council@stroudtown.gov.uk
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Introduction
These regulations apply to all Cemeteries owned by Stroud Town Council.
Currently the sites include:
Stroud New Cemetery, Horns Road
Stroud Old Cemetery, Bisley Road
Stroud Town Council welcomes all visitors to our Cemeteries. We ask that visitors respect the peace, dignity
and wildlife as well as other users. We thank you in advance for your cooperation and consideration.
These regulations have been drawn up to ensure that the Cemeteries are safe and inviting communal
spaces for quiet reflection and remembrance. Stroud Old Cemetery is also a designated Local Nature
Reserve and as such is open for quiet informal enjoyment of the habitat and wildlife within.
The regulations have also been drawn up to try to minimise restrictions to the rights and choices of the
individual whilst ensuring that the sites are safe and well-maintained for all, including staff and contractors.
The Council has been guided by the principles of the Charter for the Bereaved where this relates to
cemetery and burial management. The charter can be found at:
www.iccm-uk.com/iccm/index.php?pagename=charterforbereaved

Legislation
Various Acts of Parliament and Government Regulations apply to burials and how Cemeteries are
maintained. If any conflicts occur between these regulations and Cemetery Regulations, the Cemetery
Regulations shall apply. Legislation includes but may not be limited to the following:
•
•
•
•
•

Cremation Acts 1902 and 1952
Health and Safety at Work Act 1974
The Local Authorities Cemeteries Order 1977 SI 1977/204 (as amended)
Environmental Protection Act 1990
Cremation Regulations SI 2008/2841

General Regulations
No employee of the Council is allowed to take any gratuity, or to undertake paid private work of any kind in
connection with the Cemeteries either in their own time of during their employed hours.
No person shall canvass or solicit business in the Cemeteries.
All fees for interments or memorial works must be paid in full to the Council in advance.
The Council reserves the right to amend these regulations and to deal with any circumstances or
contingency not provided for in the regulations as necessary.
Photography and filming for commercial purposes can only be permitted with prior consent of the Council.
All persons visiting the Cemeteries do so at their own risk, and the Council shall not be liable (except in
respect of personal injury or the death of any person caused by the Council’s neglect) for any injury or
damage sustained, regardless of the form of action, whether in contract, tort (including negligence or
breach of statutory duty) strict liability or otherwise.

Administration
All interment bookings, general enquiries and comments regarding the Cemeteries should be directed to:
Stroud Town Council, Thanet House, 58 London Road, Stroud GL5 2AD. Tel: 01453 762817
The office is open 10am-1.30pm Monday-Thursday and 9.30am-12.30pm Friday, with the exception of Bank
Holidays and other Public Holidays.
Telephone enquiries may be made from 9am-5pm Monday-Thursday and 9am-12.30pm Friday.
Plans and registers may be inspected by prior arrangement. A search fee may apply.

Admission to Cemeteries
The Cemeteries are open to the public every day at all reasonable times unless otherwise indicated by
notices placed at the entrances.
Vehicular access gates at Stroud New Cemetery are closed during weekend evenings as shown on signage
by the gates. The Council reserves the right to close these gates during other evenings should it so decide,
and at other times for safety reasons such as ice or other hazardous conditions.

Specified areas in the Cemeteries may be temporarily closed to visitors by placing warning cones/tape
identifying the areas of work.
The Cemeteries are places of peace and quiet reflection. They are also workplaces. Visitors to the sites are
welcome, but please respect the special nature of the sites, the needs of other users, and safety factors. No
games, sports, riding of bicycles, skateboards, roller blades, motorcycles, mini-motos and use of drones or
similar are allowed. No consumption of alcohol or drugs may take place, and anybody under the effects of
such substances will not be admitted.
Any person creating a nuisance or a disturbance, such as interfering with a burial, grave, memorial, flowers,
trees etc., will be required to leave the Cemeteries immediately and may be the subject of subsequent legal
action.
Children are welcome but must be supervised by a responsible adult. Children must not be allowed to climb
on any monuments within the Cemeteries.
Dogs are permitted but must be kept on a lead and restrained from straying off paths and drives, and
interfering with, or disturbing, any other person in the Cemeteries. Any faeces must be removed from the
Cemeteries in an appropriate manner or placed within dog or refuse bins provided. Failure to do so may
lead to prosecution under Stroud District Council’s Public Space Protection Orders.
Unauthorised vehicles are not permitted to enter Stroud Old Cemetery.
Cars are permitted within Stroud New Cemetery for the express visiting of graves only, and shall be driven
with due care and at speeds not exceeding 5 miles per hour and not be taken onto grassed areas. Drivers
must comply with all directional signs and all Council employees’ directions. The Council shall not be held
responsible for any damage to vehicles or other property.
Visitors with disabilities or other special requirements should contact the Council for assistance.

Fees and Charges
The Council will publish a scale of fees and charges annually (available for inspection on the Council’s
website www.stroudtown.gov.uk or by contacting the Council Office). Residents of the parish will qualify
for reduced fees compared to non-residents (proof of residency may be required).
A resident is defined as somebody who lived in the parish prior to death. Any application made in respect of
persons who were formerly resident, for example residents who have moved to a care home, will be
considered on merit and costs determined at the discretion of the Council.

Grass Cutting
General grass cutting will be carried out at a frequency determined by the Council, subject to weather
conditions. Grass cutting may differ in areas identified by the Council as conservation/wildlife zones.

Graves
The selection of grave spaces shall be at the final discretion of the Council, but the wishes of applicants will
be met wherever possible.
The types of graves available are single or double Lawn Graves, double Cremated Remains Graves, single
Children’s Graves (under 16 years).

All graves will be excavated and prepared for interment by the Council or their appointed contractors only.
No other person or company will be allowed to undertake any excavation within the Cemeteries.
All backfilling will usually be undertaken by the Council or their appointed contractors. Subject to a risk
assessment and the Council’s approval in advance, some backfilling by attendees may be permitted.
The depth of each grave will be determined by the Council in accordance with the provisions of the Local
Authorities Cemeteries Order 1977.
Following the interment the Council will level the grave and either re-turf or topsoil and seed it as
appropriate to the season, usually within 12 months of the interment to ensure the ground remains flat for
maintenance.
Every interment shall take place in a private grave. Private graves are graves to which an Exclusive Right of
Burial has been issued.

Exclusive Right of Burial
The Exclusive Right of Burial is a deed purchased from the Council which gives the purchaser (Grant Holder
- maximum of two), and his or her successors, the Right of Burial in a designated grave space for a period of
70 years. The Right of Burial only is purchased, not the land itself which remains the property of the
Council.
The Grant Holder will be issued with a Grant of Exclusive Right of Burial Deed from the Council and have
their details entered into a register that will be maintained for this purpose by the Council.
It is the responsibility of the Grant Holder to notify the Council of any subsequent change of name or
address.
At the expiration of the 70 year period the Grant Holder will have the option of renewing the Right, subject
to such restrictions and regulations as may be in force at the time and upon payment of the appropriate
fee. Any application for renewal should be made within 12 months of the expiry of the previous Right.
The Exclusive Right of Burial cannot be purchased in advance of need, i.e. graves cannot be pre-purchased
or reserved.
The Grant Holder may apply for permission for a memorial to be placed on the grave.
The Grant Holder can change ownership at any time by completing a form of assignment and upon
payment of the appropriate fee.

Transfer of Exclusive Right of Burial
If the Grant Holder is deceased the Exclusive Right of Burial must be transferred before any burial (other
than that of the Grant Holder) or memorial application can be approved.
The Exclusive Right of Burial can only be transferred to another person or persons (maximum of two) who
are entitled and via the legal process adopted by the Council.
Any transfer will be for the remainder of the grant period.

Coffins
Coffins, caskets and urns for interment must be made from suitable bio-degradable materials such as
wood, wicker, cane, bamboo, wool, cardboard etc., and should bear a name plate identifying the deceased.
The Council also permits shroud burial.

Booking of Interments
A provisional booking for a funeral may be made by telephone to the Council Offices.
The provisional booking should be followed up by the submission of a completed Notice of Interment to the
Council Offices at least 5 1 working days in advance of the intended date and time of the interment. Receipt
of the fully and correctly completed Notice of Interment will act as confirmation of the provisional booking.
The Council reserves the right to delay an interment if weather or ground conditions make it unsafe to
either dig the grave or hold the burial ceremony.
For interment in a new grave the purchaser must sign the Notice of Interment and complete a Grant of
Exclusive Right of Burial Purchase Agreement.
For interment in an existing grave the Grant Holder must sign the Notice of Interment, except where the
interment is that of the Grant Holder. Should ground conditions prove unsuitable or unsafe for re-opening
an existing grave, in accordance with current Health and Safety requirements, the Council reserves the right
to offer an alternative grave space.
A certificate for disposal given by the Registrar of Births and Deaths (commonly known as the ‘green form’)
or Crematorium, or an order of the Coroner must be delivered to the Council Offices at least 5 working days
in advance of the intended date and time of the interment.
The exact size of the coffin, casket or container must be given in writing to the Council as soon as possible
after the provisional booking, including maximum exterior length, width and depth together with any other
pertinent information relating to its size and shape (e.g. locking bar handles, casket shape, wicker coffin
etc.) to enable the Council to determine the dimensions of grave to be excavated.
As much information relating to the interment as possible must be given to the Council in advance,
especially if it is unusual, e.g. large number of mourners expected, music or processions.
It is the responsibility of the person making the interment arrangements to ensure that any memorial on
the grave is removed from it at least 5 working days prior to the date and time of the interment. Receipt of
the Notice of Interment shall be considered approval for any such removal.
The Council will determine the appropriate fees to be paid for the interment, which must be paid fully in
advance.
Interment fees are non-fundable once the booking is confirmed.

Interments
Interments will normally only be permitted Monday to Friday (excluding Bank or other Public Holidays):
9am-2.30pm November-February; 9am-3.30pm March-October. It may be possible to arrange interments
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Unless religious practices predetermine a specific timeframe.

outside of these times subject to additional cost. Please contact the Council if a time outside of the
permitted hours is required.
All interments will be subject to the control of the Council’s designated officer, member of staff or
appointed contractor, who will meet the cortege and direct it to the grave, and check the coffin or urn plate
against paperwork.
The time appointed for an interment must be punctually observed. The Council reserves the right to delay a
late arriving interment in the event that it impacts on another service.
It is the responsibility of the person making the interment arrangements to organise a Minister or Officiant
for the interment if one is required.
Any floral tributes from the interment will be placed on top of the grave following backfilling, and will
remain in situ for a minimum of 21 days before being cleared by Council staff (unless family have already
removed them).
Designated areas for the burial of cremated remains are available. Cremated Remains Graves are capable of
holding two sets of cremated remains. Up to four sets of cremated remains may also be buried in an
existing Lawn Grave (subject to permission being given to the Grant Holder).
Cremated remains may be scattered in the permitted area of the Old Cemetery only and upon payment of
the appropriate fee.

Memorials
Only Memorial and Stone Masons registered with and compliant with the standards of BRAMM (British
Register of Accredited Memorial Masons) or NAMM (National Association of Memorial Masons) are
permitted to erect memorials within the cemeteries. This includes memorials being reinstated following
removal for interment or changes.
All memorials fixed in the Cemeteries must comply with British Standard 8415 (latest version) and the
BRAMM Blue Book (latest version).
Ground anchors and fixing systems used in the construction of memorials must have a certificate of
compliance with BS8415 (latest version).
Memorials will only be permitted on purchased graves.
Memorials will not be permitted to be erected within 12 months of any interment due to possible ground
movement.
Temporary timber crosses or other temporary markers may be installed immediately following interment.
Any such temporary markers shall be removed within 24 months of the interment. If not removed, the
Council reserve the right to remove and dispose of them.
Before any memorial may be erected or works undertaken to an existing memorial, including reinstatement
following interment, an application must be submitted to the Council on the appropriate form. The Grant
Holder must sign the form to give their permission for the proposed memorial/works. If the Grant Holder is
deceased the Exclusive Right of Burial must be transferred before the memorial application can be
approved. On approval by the Council permission will be granted to the responsible Memorial Mason, who
will only undertake works at a time agreed with the Council in advance.

The Memorial Mason must inscribe the company name only on the reverse of the stone towards the base
in lettering not more than 25mm high. No trademark, phone number or other advertising will be allowed.
The Memorial Mason must also inscribe the grave number towards the bottom right hand side of the
reverse of the memorial in letters not exceeding 25mm high. On kerbstones the grave number must be
inscribed on the right-hand side of the foot kerb.
Memorial Masons must remove all arisings from the Cemeteries at the conclusion of their work, and must
leave the area in a tidy condition. It is not possible for memorials to be stored in the Cemeteries prior to refixing following an interment – all such memorials must be removed from the site by the memorial mason
appointed to remove the memorials prior to the grave being excavated.
Permanent memorials must be able to bear continuous exposure to the weather and must be made of
durable natural stone. Sustainably-sourced (i.e. FSC or PEFC certified) hardwoods may be used but the
Council reserves the right to remove the Memorial if its condition has deteriorated.
The maximum dimensions for memorials including plinth are as follows:
Lawn Grave: height 1000mm; width 600mm; depth 300mm.
Cremated Remains Grave: height 600mm; width 440mm; depth 300mm.
Children’s Grave: height 600mm; width 440mm; depth 300mm.
Memorial Vase: height 300mm; width 250mm; depth 250mm.
Garden of Remembrance Memorial Plaque: width 150mm; height 100mm.
The Council reserves the right to reject an application for any memorial that it deems unsuitable.
All memorials are erected at the sole responsibility of the Grant Holder and the Council shall not be held
responsible for any damage to or caused by the memorial, howsoever incurred. The memorial remains the
responsibility of the Grant Holder during the lease period of the grave.
The Council will undertake routine safety checks on all memorials, and will notify the Grant Holder at the
last registered address of any necessary works to make the memorial safe. The Grant Holder will be given a
period of 28 days from the date of the letter to contact the Council and arrange the necessary repairs. The
Council reserves the right to temporarily make safe any memorials that pose an immediate danger until
such works are completed. This may require the lying flat of a memorial. If the Grant Holder does not
arrange for the repairs to be made, the Council may repair or remove the memorial at the Grant Holder’s
expense.

Memorial Garden Area
The maximum permitted garden area measured from the space where a memorial stone may be installed
shall not exceed 1 metre x 600mm on a Lawn Grave and 600mm x 440mm on a Cremated Remains Grave.
This length includes the full depth of the plinth and/or headstone. Please be aware that it may be necessary
to reposition the garden area once a memorial stone is installed in order to comply with the above
dimensions.
No trees may be planted on graves. Only suitable planting such as annual bedding or small shrubs will be
permitted. These should not be allowed to grow taller than 600mm or to spread outside the width of the
memorial area. The Council reserves the right to cut back or remove plants outside these limits.
Fences or other boundaries of any height or form may not be erected. The Council will consider the
installation of kerbstones on Lawn Graves if they are constructed to current recognized industry standards.
The area allocated for any kerbstone shall not exceed 1 metre x 600mm. Any memorial vase, chippings,
pebbles or stones must be located within this area only.

Cut flowers may be placed loosely or in appropriate metal or plastic vases. Please note that wild deer
frequent the Cemeteries and flowers can sometime be eaten by them.
Removed flowers, cuttings or other natural plant material should be taken home for disposal or placed
within the designated concrete bays provided. Please ensure all plastic or metal parts are removed and
placed within the refuse bins provided.
Whilst artificial flowers are permissible it should be noted that they are environmentally damaging.
Removed artificial flowers, oasis, cellophane, wrappers or other plastic items should be taken home for
disposal or placed within the refuse bins provided.
The following items are not permitted: glass, china or porcelain items, including vases, candle-holders,
bottles or ornaments; plastic items other than vases, including plastic windmills, solar lights and bottles;
naked flames including lit candles; food and drink.
Slug pellets and other pesticides including herbicides such as glyphosate are strictly forbidden due to the
danger they present to wildlife.
The use of any petrol-powered strimmers or other tools is strictly not permitted, other than by the
Council’s staff or appointed contractors.
The Council may remove any articles immediately that are likely to cause risk, damage or offence to other
visitors to the Cemeteries, or which interfere with the Council’s maintenance of the site.
The Council reserves the right to remove any natural or artificial floral or other items if they are deemed to
have perished, weathered or become an eyesore. This is to include memorabilia such as deteriorated and
discoloured soft toys and Christmas wreaths. Christmas wreaths will be removed and disposed of if they are
still present at 01 February.
If the garden area is not used, it will be turfed and managed as a lawn.

Garden of Remembrance
Families can commemorate a loved one by providing a Memorial Plaque to be placed in the Garden of
Remembrance located in the Old Cemetery.
Plaques should be bronze with predrilled fixing holes ready for fixing by Council staff. Dimensions: width
150mm; height 100mm.
Please note a fee will apply.

Exhumation
No body or container of cremated remains can be removed before the Council has received the necessary
faculty or license required by law.
The fee for any exhumation will be priced on application.

REPORT TITLE

Cemetery Regulations

AUTHOR

Kate Montgomery – Deputy Clerk

CONSULTEES

Mike Dando – Green Spaces Manager
Shelley Dyte – Administration Assistant
ICCM – Institute of Cemetery and Crematorium Management

FOR MEETING

Environment Committee

DATE

3rd March 2020

RECOMMENDATION

To approve the new Cemetery Regulations and associated
documents

REPORT
The Town Council took over the ownership of the cemetery in 2016 from the District
Council. At the time the Town Council undertook to use the same cemetery regulations as
provided by the District Council, with a view to amending these for future use.
Although no major changes have been suggested, the regulations now comply with best
practice recommendations from the ICCM and reflect the town council’s commitment to
the biodiversity and safety at the site.
The administration assistant has now drafted a full range of policies and documents to
support the updated cemetery regulations in consultation with the Clerk, Deputy Clerk,
Assistant Clerk and Green Spaces Manager. Please see Councillors Sharepoint to access
these documents.

LEGAL
IMPLICATIONS
FINANCIAL AND
STAFFING
IMPLICATIONS
EQUALITY
IMPLICATIONS

The regulations reflect best practice as recommended by the
ICCM

CO2 IMPLICATIONS

N/A

DECISION

None

The regulations now reflect policies which include all religious
denominations

Stroud Town Climate Action Network (CAN)
Stroud Town Council Office
31st January 2020
In attendance:
Fred Barker
John Best
Helen Bojaniwska (Town Clerk)
Tosca Cabello
Cllr Rob Green
Clare Mahdiyone
Kate Montgomery (Deputy Clerk)
Steve Roberts
Anita Van Rossum
George Vigileos
Nick Turner

Transition Stroud
Local resident (independent)
Stroud Town Council
Transition Stroud
Stroud Town Council
Stroud Valleys Project
Stroud Town Council
Stroud Nature
Earth Protector Town
Earth Protector Town
Landwise

Apologies:
Josie Cowgill
Dan Green

Landwise
Youth Strike for Climate Stroud

1. Welcome and introduction
New attendees to the group identified themselves.
John Best came with an invitation to the Stroud CAN to be the host organisation for a climate
action event at the Sub Rooms on 25/4/2020 coinciding with Earth Day, focusing on
community engagement relating to local action on the environment.
The event was still being planned, but it was intended to include:
•
•
•
•
•

Launch of Earth Protector Towns
Rewilding the forecourt
Children’s activities led by XR
Stalls for community groups/opportunities for volunteer recruitment
Earth Protector art exhibition

The day would include ticketed events in the evening. Noted that the Sub Rooms costs need
to be covered. It was agreed that Stroud CAN would host the event.

2. Notes from last meeting
The notes of the meeting held on 22/11/2019 were approved with two minor
corrections.
3. Approve a change of name of Stroud Town Climate Action Network (CAN)
Several suggestions were received for additional elements to be included in the
name of the group. It was agreed to stick with the original name, but add a “strapline”
to convey the extended purposes. Action: HB to devise strapline and circulate for
comment.

4. Future meeting dates, venues and attendees
Offers to host future meetings at the EPT office (AvR and GV), the Exchange (TC)
and Fromehall Mill (SR) were received. It was noted the EPT office is upstairs so
may not meet accessibility needs.
It was agreed to share note-taking duties.
For the next meeting on 13th March it was agreed to meet at the Exchange from
3.30pm to 5pm and 6-weekly thereafter.
Actions: RG to discuss meeting arrangements with Youth Strike for Climate Stroud
group and invite the Slade/Trinity CAG to join.
It was agreed to keep the discussion on membership open.

5. Nominate up to three members to be included on Stroud District CAG
It was noted that FB convenes and attends the Stroud District CAG which meets
quarterly. The next meeting is on 2/3/2020 in Wotton-Under-Edge.
It was agreed that a representative from Stroud Town Council (Action: HB to
arrange), SR and a representative from EPT would attend.
6. Mapping: Integrating the results of the map jam (Jan 18th)
FB presented the new map website https://carbonneutralmap.org.uk and reported
that following a successful mapjam event 30 projects had already been logged. The
site is being managed by volunteers and groups are encouraged to submit their own
projects.
Actions:
HB to circulate draft guidance for grant applicants on calculating carbon reduction
FB to let everyone know when the website is ready for publicising more widely
FB to clarify ownership of the website
Everyone – identify relevant groups that might want to link in to the Stroud CAN and
share contacts with KM to create a MailChimp mailing list.
7. Funding
SVP and Stroud Nature were applying to the Lottery Heritage Fund.
The joint Lottery Climate Action Fund application had not been successful in the face
of significant competition (630+ applications). No feedback had been received.
The group noted that the areas which make the most impact on carbon reduction are
housing and transport. RG asked if an external consultant (potentially CSE) could be
commissioned to undertake a review of community action and help with strategic
planning. RG, FB and GV agreed to meet to discuss this in more depth and report
back to the main group.

8. Social inclusion
The group discussed aspects of social inclusion and carbon footprint.
CM reported that SVP are overwhelmed by the volume of recycling being brought to
their office.
A concern was raised about the potential for projects to overlap and duplication of
effort with the potential for overwhelming the general public.
9. Marketing
It was agreed to wait until the group launches officially before producing a press
release. SR offered to create a logo for the group. The group will officially launch at
Earth Week at the Sub Rooms on 25th April as previously agreed Item 1).

The meeting ended at 6pm

MINUES OF ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATIONS BUSINESS MEETING
Tuesday 21st January 2020 at 7.30pm at Thanet House, 58 London Road, Stroud
PRESENT:
Helen Bojaniwska
Kate Montgomery
Chris Brain
Claire Duggleby
Joe Pedder
Sarah Robertson
Tom Burns
Mike Glanville

Stroud Town Council (Town Clerk)
Stroud Town Council (Deputy Clerk)
Bisley Old Road Allotments Association
Bisley Old Road Allotments Association
Spider Lane Allotments Association
Spider Lane Allotments Association
Stratford Road Allotments Association
Uplands Allotments Association

1. Helen Bojaniwska welcomed everyone to the meeting and introductions were made.
2. Apologies for absence
No apologies were received.
3. Update of Allotment Association Information
An update was received from Uplands Allotment Association.
4. Update on allotment walls project
HB reported that the works to the walls in Spider Lane and Bisley Old Road had
been completed. Both associations commented favourably on the work.
HB noted that the wall between Bisley Old Road allotments and Stone Manor Court
is in a poor state and is crumbling in some parts. The council is in discussion with
the owners of the neighbouring properties.
5. Renewal of association agreements
The agreement between the council and Bisley Old Road has expired and needs to
be reissued. The agreements with Summer Street and Spider Lane are due to
expire this year.
The associations expressed an interest in increasing the length of their agreements
to 25 years. HB explained that the National Society of Allotment and Leisure
Gardeners advise that the associations need to set themselves up as formally
constituted organisations in order to request a 25-year lease. Stratford Road
Allotment Association confirmed their decision to do this at their last AGM. The
decision around granting 25-year leases would be taken by the council’s
Environment Committee.
HB recommended that the relevant allotment associations write to the council
confirming their formal constitutions, allocation of trustees and confirmation that they
are set up to undertake the commitment of an extended lease. The clerk will then
ask the environment committee consider the request at their next meeting 1. The
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The next meeting of the Environment Committee is Tuesday 3rd March 2020

clerk asked the associations to note that any requests must be received at least
seven days before the meeting.
It was noted that Bisley Old Road may not wish to extend to a 25-year lease.
HB suggested that the allotment associations register their sites as assets of
community value with Stroud District Council. The relevant form to nominate a site
can be found on the district council website 2. Allotment associations can do this
individually.
6. Sheds, Greenhouses and Poly-tunnels
Stratford Park would like to invest in a larger, collectively used poly-tunnel however
their rules currently stipulate a smaller size. HB confirmed that although plot holders
must be considerate of others, including their neighbours, the size and location of
poly-tunnels can be managed by the associations and do not require council
approval.
7. GDPR update
KM reminded associations of their duties under GDPR legislation and distributed
copies of best practice guidance from the National Allotment Society. Further copies
will be sent electronically.
8. Any other business
KM distributed information about the fruit exchange run by Down To Earth.
A question around the management of communal tools was put to the group. HB
suggested that risk assessments were carried out regarding the use and sharing of
tools.
The group discussed communal composting and discussed the site which has been
developed in the village of Bisley. HB reported on her research into the subject in
previous years. It was acknowledged that none of the allotment sites in the parish
have suitable space for such a scheme.
HB confirmed that the Green Spaces team can be available to assist with some
rubbish clearance during the autumn/winter periods.
All sites indicated how important wildlife is to their site and how they may benefit
from knowledge from the council’s biodiversity ranger. If any allotment associations
wish to do this please contact the office to be put in touch.
The group discussed a potential open day across the sites to knowledge share and
plant swap. Bisley Road allotment association volunteered to coordinate this.
Contact details for all associations can be found on the council’s
website; https://stroudtown.gov.uk/what-we-do/get-an-allotment/
The meeting ended at 8.10pm
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https://www.stroud.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/transparency/registers/community-assets

