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Stroud Town Council is working on 

ambitious plans to make Stroud 
more attractive and accessible for 
everyone.

The Town Council want to 

transform the public space outside 

the Subscription Rooms into an 
attractive town square.

“For decades the space outside 

the Sub Rooms has played an 
important part in Stroud town life,” 

said Councillor Stella Parkes, Chair 

of the Town Council Regeneration 
Committee.

“The Town Council believes it is 
time to transform the space into a 
true town square to be used and 
enjoyed by all.”

The Town Council carried out 

consultations and have come up 
with an initial concept design. The 
proposal includes levelling up the 
area which is currently sloping and 
enclosing it with seating, planting 
and a canopy of trees. 

Local materials would be used 

and rainwater from the Sub 

Rooms would be used to water 

the trees and plants. To create a 
greener public space, the proposal 
would be to replace the existing 
hornbeam, which does not have 
a long life expectancy, with three 
trees better suited to a town 
centre environment.

People can also vote on what 
species of trees they would like to 
see planted. 

It also includes a proposal to 

improve access to the Sub Rooms 
by lifting the level of the floor in 
entrance hall and removing the 
internal steps and ramp. There 
would then be a new ramp from 

the Kendrick Street side which 

would arrive at a new platform at 
the entrance – created by adding a 
couple of new steps. 

The entrance door would be lifted 
up and the doors rehung. 
Turn to page 2

"

Join us at the Seatery

Stroud Seatery, a place where you can 
meet friends, listen to music and enjoy 
that community connection has been 
extended until the end of September.

Based in the Cornhill Marketplace 

every Wednesday from 11am-2pm, the 
Seatery was started by local volunteers 
during lockdown to provide a place 
where people could safely meet.

It has also become a popular rehearsal 

space for local music groups including 
Rodborough Folk Orchestra and 
UkeStroud. It is supported by Stroud 
Town Council and the Chamber of Trade, 

with thanks to Stroud District Council.

“With the better weather, the Seatery 
should become even more popular,” said 
Town Councillor Adrian Oldman. “It’s a 
wonderful space where you can meet 
up, enjoy a picnic or takeaway and listen 
to great music or just enjoy chatting.”

The Subs are for all 

The Subscription Rooms offers a variety 
of discounted tickets including special 
offers for under 25s, under 16s, free 
carer tickets and OAP concessions. 

It aims to cater for everyone with a wide 
range of events and prices from BANDIT, 
an opportunity for young musicians to 
experience what it’s like to perform in a 
professional venue, relatable young hip-
hop talent from The Mouse Outfit for 
under 25s, book and food festivals that 
offer tickets for under £15 as well as rock 
gigs for a tenner like Bootleg Blondie.

www.thesubrooms.co.uk

We dig Geology

Scores of people enjoyed the Festival 
of Geology at the Subscription Rooms. 
It was organised the Town Council 
Green Spaces Ranger Pete Bradshaw in 
partnership with The Museum in the 

Park, Gloucestershire Geology Trust 
and Cheltenham Mineral & Geological 
Society. 

As part of the Town Square project, the 
Subscription Rooms Trust is proposing 
a range of changes to make the venue 
more accessible.
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Working together to

make town accessible

From page 1 
That would mean once you reach 
the front door of the Subs your 
journey into the building would be 
completely flat. 

The project is planned to be one 

part of a Levelling Up Fund bid 
for Stroud town centre, due to be 

submitted by 6 July 2022.

Stroud District Council is the 

lead partner in drawing up a 
bid, with partners including the 
Stroud MP, Stroud Town Council, 

Gloucestershire County Council, 
Network Rail, Great Western 
Railway, GFirst Local Enterprise 
Partnership and Stroud & District 

Chamber of Trade & Commerce.

Another proposed project being 
put forward by the Town Council 
involves installing new lighting on 
paths through Bank Gardens and 
a new entrance to Lansdown Hall, 

which will enable all visitors to 
come in through the same door.

The plans also include an improved 
kitchen and bar to support wider 

use of the hall for community 
events and much-needed new 
toilets with more space created by 
building a new floor over the old 
entrance stairs. 

The project would use sustainable 

materials and features where 

possible to preserve the heritage of 
the building and make it fit for the 
future. 

“If we are successful with our 

Levelling Up Fund bid then we 
can turn these two projects into 

a reality,” said Councillor Parkes. 
“We want to create spaces that are 
truly accessible which will enhance 
our town, not just our wellbeing 
but boost the local economy and 
support jobs.”

A further proposed project for the 

Levelling Up Fund bid is an exciting 
plan by Stroud Valleys Artspace 
(SVA) to rejuvenate the Goods 
Shed.

Over the past 11 years SVA has 
presented a diverse artist-led 
contemporary programme of arts 
and music in partnership with 

top UK and international arts 
producers, in the Brunel Goods 

Shed, a unique industrial heritage 
building in the town centre. More 
recently SVA has been developing 
architectural plans for this much 

loved space to increase its 
accessibility and inclusivity. 

The first stage would see the 
development of shipping container 
workspaces, offering inclusive 
creative spaces for collectives, 
group studios and workshop 
spaces. The brownfield car park site 
will be transformed into an outdoor 

performance space, pop up bar and 

community garden. 

The second stage would focus on 
building on the unique reputation 
of the Brunel Goods Shed as a 

leading experimental production 
and performance space in the 

region, using world class AV 
equipment for innovative audience 
experiences. 

The plans would improve the 
accessibility and sustainability of 
the building by creating a new wel-
coming entrance with accessibility 
ramps and doors, improved sanitary 
provisions and sustainable heating 
& insulation system.

Have your say

Have your say about the 
proposal to transform the 

public space in front of the 

Subscription Rooms into an 
attractive town square. The 
consultation period runs until 
29 April. People can leave 
their feedback on the website: 

www.stroudtownsquare.
commonplace.is, use the QR 
code or get a paper version 
of the feedback form at 

https://stroudtownsquare.
commonplace.is/

Stroud Valleys Artspace wants to rejuvenate the Goods Shed

The Town Council also 
wants to improve 
Lansdown Hall and 

Bank Gardens

Laura is here to 

empower you

Laura Beattie has joined 
the Town Council as 

the new Community 
Development Officer.

“My job is all about 
empowering the 

community to lead on the changes that 
they want to see in the Stroud Town area,” 
says Laura. “By building on what is strong, 
seeking to create new relationships and 
working to connect people up with the 
resources they need to bring their visions 
to life, sustainable positive changes can 
multiply.”

While each project is different, each 
one starts with Laura actively listening 
to the community – whether that is at a 
community hub, in the council offices, or 
over a cup of tea on a park bench. Laura 
has been spending a lot of time so far 
working with Paganhill Community Group, 
Middle of the Hill Community Group and 
Top of Town Community Hub. 

“These hubs are community led and 
I have been deeply impressed by the 
breadth of their work and the scale of their 

ambitions,” says Laura. 

“They are places in which new 
relationships are formed, and new ideas 
and solutions to local issues are nurtured – 
and I am so glad that Stroud Town Council 
has been and continues to be supportive 
of that!”

To find out more about how Laura may 
be able to help your community, email 
council@stroudtown.gov.uk 

Supporting those  

who help the town

The Town Council has recently awarded 
over £8,500 to community groups and 
organisations from its Arts and Culture 
fund, Community Support fund, Small 
Grants fund and Carbon Reduction Fund. 
These include Top of Town Community 
Group (£2,934), Stroud Film Festival (£500), 
Stroud Pride (£2,000), Transition Stroud 
(£3,000).

Find out more on how to apply: https://
www.stroudtown.gov.uk/grants-and-
funding.html

Rainbow celebrations

Enjoy a day of music, camaraderie and 
entertainment at Stroud Pride Picnic at 

Bank Gardens on Saturday 23 July from 
noon. The Town Council is supporting the 
event with a £2,000 grant.
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Tapping into  

solar power

The Town Council is supporting a 
Transition Stroud project to enable 
people to install rooftop solar PV 
systems on suitable non-domestic 
properties in the Town.

Transition Stroud is collaborating with 
the Big Solar Coop for the project, and 
has received £3,000 from Stroud Town 
Council’s Carbon Reduction Fund.

The grant will go towards the costs 
of employing a part-time Project 
Coordinator, who will be dedicated to 

finding suitable buildings in the ‘Stroud 
node’ of the Big Solar Coop programme. 
Other funders include Stroud District 
Council and Cainscross, Rodborough, 
and Stonehouse councils.

The installation of PV panels means that 
buildings reduce their consumption of 
electricity from the grid, which comes 
from a mix of sources including the 
burning of fossil fuels. As an example, 
a non-domestic rooftop PV install of 
30kWp would typically save 12 tonnes of 
carbon per year.

The project will help the Town Council 

meet its target to become carbon 
neutral by 2030.

Precept supports 

community projects

The Town Council has pledged to 
support vital services in the community 
for the year ahead. 

Councillors agreed to limit the increase 
in its share of the Council Tax bill to 

4.88%. That means an average Band D 
council taxpayer will pay £181.97 a year, 
an increase of £8.47 per year or an extra 
16p a week.

The Council supports a range of charities 
and organisations through ongoing 
service agreements. These include 
Allsorts, Down to Earth, Homestart, 
the Marah Trust, Citizen’s Advice and 
Lansdown Hall. 

Major projects for the year ahead 
include improving road safety with 
a focus on cyclists and pedestrians, 
and making the town centre more 
welcoming and vibrant.

Bumped or nudged 

on Stroud’s roads?

If you’re involved in or witness a non-
emergency road incident, such as a 
bump or nudge, even if no damage was 
done, please report it to the Police using 
the 101 number or at the station. This is 
essential to help identify where safety 
measures are needed before serious 

incidents occur.

For emergency road incidents, dial 999.

Briefs
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Tree-mendous 

effort by Tom
Teenager Tom Pedder has found the 
perfect home for a horse chestnut he grew 
from a conker – the park near his home.

The 14-year-old has planted his tree in 
Daisy Bank Park, where he hopes it will 
now thrive.

His dad Joe Pedder contacted the Town 
Council, which manages Daisy Bank and 
other green spaces in the town, to see if 
the now six-year-old tree could be found a 
good home.

Green Spaces manager Chris Woolner 
loved the idea. “Conkers are often the first 
time children learn about seeds. Trees 

Stroud’s community heroes will 
have their moment in the spotlight 
at the town’s annual awards. 

The awards, organised by Stroud 
Town Council, recognise those 
people – young and old – who go 
the extra mile.

There are five categories: 
community, environment, trader, 
inclusivity and diversity, and young 
person of the year. Groups or 
individuals can be nominated.

Last year the awards focused on 
individuals or groups who had 
gone above and beyond to support 
others in the pandemic. Sadly the 
pandemic meant there was no in-
person ceremony.

Stroud Mayor Kevin Cranston 
said this year’s awards would be 

a celebration of coming together 
and honouring those who make a 
difference to the town.

“Nominating someone is easy. 
All you need to do is include the 
person’s name and contact details 
and a few sentences about why 
they deserve an award”, said 
Councillor Cranston. 

“It’s a great chance to say thank you 
to the town’s amazing people, who 
do so much to make our town such 

a great place.”

The winners will be announced 

at a special town meeting on 
Wednesday 18 May at 7.30pm at 
the Subscription Rooms.

The Annual Town Meeting is open 
to Stroud residents and is a chance 

for people to find out what has 

been happening in the town and to 
discuss town matters.

Nominations can be submitted 
online at: https://www.
surveymonkey.co.uk/r/87BZLJY 
or you can pick up a nomination 
form from the Town Council 

office in London Road, which 
is open Mon-Fri 9.30-12.30, or 
request one by phoning 01453 
762817.

The deadline for nominations is 
noon, Friday 29 April.

Nominate your

town heroes

By Seirian Bladon on work experience 
with the Town Council 

Down to Earth is a local non-profit 
organisation which wants people 
in Gloucestershire to feel more in 

touch with the land they live on. 

It runs numerous amazing projects 
focused on helping more people 
get access to healthy, nutritious 
food and beautiful outdoor spaces.  
For the past five years, Stroud 
Town Council has partnered with 

Down to Earth to offer a garden 
assistance scheme.

If you are a resident of Stroud 
parish and are not able to look 

after your garden on your own, 
whether due to age or disability, 
and dependent or if in receipt 

of certain benefits, Down to 
Earth offers subsidised gardening 
maintenance for up to 10 hours 
a year. 

To find out more, visit the website 
www.downtoearthstroud.co.uk or 
email info@downtoearthstroud.
co.uk or phone 01453 700011.

If you aren’t eligible for the 
scheme but want to help Down 

to Earth continue to support local 
people, consider joining their 
Friend membership scheme and 

donating a small amount each 
month. A little bit goes a long way, 
enabling them to keep up the 
great work they’re already doing. 

We have help by the spadeful

A tree for the future: Chris Woolner, Green Spaces  
manager, with Tom and Kate Pedder

are an important part of our green spaces, but chestnuts 
especially because of those memories we have of playing with 
conkers as children.”

SCAN ME

Stroud Mayor Kevin Cranston with 
Down to Earth founder Amanda 
Godber 
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At a full council meeting councillors 
unanimously agreed to issue the 
following statement:

“Stroud Town Council stands in 

solidarity with the people of Ukraine 
and condemns the Russian invasion 
of their country. We call on the UK 
government to put in place stringent 
and effective sanctions against the 
Russian state.

“We call on the UK government to 
open our borders and waive visa 
requirements for Ukrainian refugees 
seeking sanctuary, making it safe 
and legal for them to travel to this 
country. Stroud has a strong history of 
welcoming refugees and we believe 

that Ukrainians fleeing the war in their 
country would find a warm welcome in 
our town.

“This crisis has highlighted serious 
issues with UK policy on refugees, so 
we call for an urgent review of the 
Nationality and Borders Bill and current 
Home Office policy, which prohibit the 
protection of those forced to flee for 
their lives.”

We support Ukraine
Stroud Town Council has voiced its support to the 

people of Ukraine.

Your town councillors

Central Ward

Kevin Cranston (Mayor)
T: 01452 755483
M: 07525 065286
E: kevin.cranston 

@stroudtown.gov.uk

Kate Crews
M: 07412 670915
E: kate.crews 

@stroudtown.gov.uk

Cllr Stella Parkes
T: 01453 764827
E: stella.parkes 

@stroudtown.gov.uk

Farmhill & Paganhill Ward

Liz Child
M: 07811 640031
E: liz.child 

@stroudtown.gov.uk

Adrian Oldman
M: 07772 808267
E: adrian.oldman 

@stroudtown.gov.uk

Slade Ward

Geoffrey Andrews
M: 07899 632307
E: geoffrey.andrews 

@stroudtown.gov.uk

Laurie Davies
M: 07846 203154
E: laurie.davies 

@stroudtown.gov.uk

Rob Green
T: 01453 764438
E: rob.green 

@stroudtown.gov.uk

Trinity Ward

Lucas Schoemaker
T: 01453 840039
E: lucas.schoemaker 

@stroudtown.gov.uk

Susan Fenton
M: 07931 541369
E: susan.fenton 

@stroudtown.gov.uk

Mark Graham
M: 07530 491165
E: mark.graham 

@stroudtown.gov.uk

Uplands Ward

Steven Naumann 
M: 07810 860672 
E: steven.naumann  
@stroudtown.gov.uk

Tony Davey
T: 01453 759660
E: tony.davey 

@stroudtown.gov.uk

Valley Ward

Naomi Seffar
M: 07923 524649
E: naomi.seffar 

@stroudtown.gov.uk

Mick Fealty
M: 07984 150399
E: mick.fealty 

@stroudtown.gov.uk

Camilla Hale
M: 07936 505251
E: camilla.hale 

@stroudtown.gov.uk

Rachel Smith
M: 07709 302038
E: rachel.smith 

@stroudtown.gov.uk

Megan Sheer
M: 07954 298390
E: megan.sheer 

@stroudtown.gov.uk

Gloucestershire County  
Council Highways

www.gloucestershire.gov.uk 
T: 08000 514514

Where to find the help you need
Knowing which council is responsible for what can be 

confusing. Here is your easy guide:

• Community Grants
• Burials

• Parks 

• Playgrounds
• Banner Bookings

• Bins, rubbish and recycling
• Bulky waste collection
• Fly tipping
• Street cleaning
• Abandoned vehicles
• Council tax

• Housing
• Benefits
• Dog warden
• Pest control

• Planning and building control
• Car parks

• Licensing

• Libraries and archives
• Schools, 

• Births, marriages and deaths
• Health and social care

• Public rights of way (PROW)
• Roads and pavements
• Overgrown vegetation
• Street lighting
• Flooding

What? Where?

Stroud Town Council

www.stroudtown.gov.uk
T: 01453 762817

Stroud District Council
www.stroud.gov.uk 

T: 01453 766321

Gloucestershire  
County Council

www.gloucestershire.gov.uk 
T: 01452 425000


