
Town Council supports
residents this winter

Autumn 2022

The Town Council is working with over 30 
community groups, organisations and charities 
across the town and in neighbouring parishes, 
alongside colleagues from Stroud District 
Council, to discuss what steps can be taken to 
support local people. 

“With rising fuel and food costs it is clear that 
many households will struggle to make ends 
meet this winter, so the Town Council staff and 
councillors are doing their utmost to support 
residents,” said Stroud Mayor Stella Parkes.

The community groups will be offering warm 
spaces in community buildings and church 
rooms across the town where people can gather 
together, take part in activities and keep warm. 

The Town Council is supporting this initiative with 
funding for hot drinks, phone charging facilities, 
printing leaflets and social media marketing so 
that people know where to come to join in. 

We are also supporting the community groups 
to secure additional funding to help them meet 
their running costs. Please get in touch if you 
would like to help out by volunteering with these 
organisations. They will all be free to access, but 
donations will be welcome if you can afford to 
contribute. 

The community Foodhubs will continue to 
distribute food and run community cafés across 
the town. All operate on a “pay what you can, or 
not at all” basis. Please see below for their  
opening times.

For more information about other support 
services available in the town, please visit our 
dedicated webpage: https://www.stroudtown.
gov.uk/cost-of-living-help.html

Trinity Rooms 
Field Road, Stroud GL5 2HZ 
Foodhub: Mon & Thu 9-11am
Cafe: 12.30pm-2pm

Paganhill Community Group
Octagon Centre, Paganhill, GL5 4BX
T: 07828 168857
Foodhub: Fri 10am-12pm
Cafe: Wed 1pm-5pm

MHCG
Nouncells Cross, Stroud
07707 126628
Foodhub and Cafe: Tues, 11am-1pm
Thu 11am-1pm and 5-7pm

Top of Town
Parliament Children’s Centre, 
Bisley Old Road, Stroud
E: topoftowncommunityhub@gmail.com
Cafe: Tue 10.30am-1pm
Foodhub: Wed, 3.30-6pm and Sat 11am-1pm

Stroud District Foodbank
Offers a delivery service for those in need. For a 
Foodbank referral, please contact 
Citizens Advice on 0808 800 0510* or 
0808 800 0511*
Mon-Fri 10am-4pm
*Calls free from most mobiles, please check with your 
provider

Marah Trust
Offers free nutritious hot meals, a friendly 
welcome and advice and support if needed.  
Open to all adults
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays  
12.30pm-2.30pm
The Scout Hut, Chapel Street, Stroud,  
GL5 1DU
Saturdays 12.30pm - 2.30pm
St Alban’s Church, Parliament Street,  
Stroud GL5 1DP

Uplands
Outside Uplands Primary School,
Thompson Road
Foodhub: Mon 2.45pm-3.30pm (term time only)
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Meet our newest councillor
Paying tribute
People can pay tribute to those who 
have sacrificed their lives for the country 
by attending the Remembrance service 
on Sunday 13 November. There will 
a Remembrance Sunday Service at St 
Laurence at 9.30am and then the Act 
of Remembrance at Park Gardens at 
10.45am for 11am.

Levelling Up 
Fund bid filed

In July, Stroud District Council submitted a 
£15m+ bid to the Government’s Levelling 
Up Fund, which if successful will see a 
series of exciting new projects improve 
Stroud for everyone. 

The successful bids are due to be 
announced this Autumn. Town Council 
led projects include a new Town 
Square and ramped access and internal 
improvements to both Lansdown Hall 
and the Subscription Rooms. For more 
information please visit:  
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/environment/
levelling-up-fund-bid 

Make a difference
The Town Council occasionally has 
vacancies for councillors. If you would like 
to help us to deliver our aim of serving 
the people of Stroud to create a thriving, 
sustainable community please contact the 
Town Clerk for further information about 
how to apply and to check whether you 
are eligible.

Briefs
Mike Elliott has joined the Town 
Council for Uplands ward. She 
works part-time for Cotswolds 
National Landscape (the AONB) as 
their Climate Action Lead.

She is passionate about 
environmental and social justice, 
youth activism, storytelling for 
positive change, community living, 
food sovereignty and trans rights.

"In my previous job, I regularly 
represented the research 
community to policymakers in 
national government, engaging 
them and other stakeholders on the 
links between our food system and 

the climate crisis," said Councillor 
Elliott.

"After four years (and a very painful 
COP26), it was clear to me that 
climate leadership was not coming 
from the national level, so I quit 
my job and resolved to find ways 
to support positive change at the 
local level. 

"I was drawn to joining Stroud 
Town Council because I’m keen to 
understand where the levers for 
positive change are in our local 
governance system, and how I can 
help pull them. I am also hoping 
that sharing the perspectives 

of younger generations (late 
millennial/gen Z) will give us 
a stronger voice when making 
decisions with long-term impacts."

People have a new opportunity to 
shape the heart of Stroud as the 
Town Council launches a review of 
the Neighbourhood Development 
Plan (NDP).

Back in 2014 and 2015, hundreds 
of people took part in the initial 
consulation for the plan for Stroud 
town centre.

It is now nearly six years since the 
Plan was adopted by Stroud District 
Council following a referendum 
when 91% of electors voted to 
accept the plan.

The NDP is part of the statutory 
Local Plan for Stroud District, 
and has to be taken into account 
when planning applications are 
considered in the town centre. 

Since the NDP was adopted it 
has been influential in shaping 
developments large and small, 
from the redevelopment of the 
Merrywalks Shopping Centre, (now 
Five Valleys) to many other smaller 
developments in the town centre. 

The plan also paved the way for 
many of the projects included in the 
Levelling Up Fund bid, for example 
proposals to promote walking and 
cycling, opening up Brunel Mall 
to link to the station car park and 
providing real-time passenger 
information. 

Some of the proposed 

development sites in Stroud 
District Council’s new Local Plan, 
which is currently undergoing 
an independent examination by 
the Planning Inspectorate prior 
to adoption, were first proposed 
for development in the NDP. 
These include the Cheapside area, 
Merrywalks Arches, the Police 
Station and former Magistrate’s 
Court site, and Beeches Green. 

The review of the NDP was due to 
start in 2021 but was delayed by 
Covid-19. The Town Counci is now 
kicking off a series of consultations 
to help us check whether the NDP 
is still relevant and, if necessary, 
update the policies in it to reflect 
any changes in priorities. 

“An extension to the area covered 
by the plan has already been 
approved by Stroud District Council, 
so we need to look at whether we 
need new policies covering these 
additional areas, which include the 
Tesco, Homebase and Waitrose 
sites,” said Stroud Mayor Stella 
Parkes.

The first consultation event will be 
held on Saturday 12th November, 
when the Town Council will have a 
stall at the Farmers’ Market. 

“We hope to see you there, but if 
you can’t make it, don’t worry there 
will be many other opportunities 
to have your say over the next few 
months,” says Councillor Parkes.

Help us shape the
Heart of Stroud

Grants aim to 
improve community
Groups and organisations wanting 
to make a difference can apply for 
financial support from the Town 
Council.

The Carbon Reduction Fund 
aims to provide funding towards 
projects where a primary aim is 

to reduce CO2 emissions created 
by households, organisations or 
individuals in Stroud.

The Community Fund helps 
groups and organisations 
that work to strengthen the 
community. The Arts and Culture 
Fund supports public events and 
projects that will benefit people 
in Stroud parish through art and 
cultural activity. The Small Grants 

Fund supports and encourages  
a range of youth and community 
activities, initiatives and events 
that meet the needs of Parish 
residents.

People can chat through their 
potential projects with the Town 
Clerk or her Deputy before they 
apply. Please phone  
01453 762817.



Have a chat 
with the Mayor
You can raise your concerns with 
Stroud’s Mayor Stella Parkes at her 
‘Mayor in the Market’ in the Shambles 
on Fridays from 11.30am-12.30pm.

Cllr Parkes said, “This valuable event 
has been popular and so helpful for 
us as a council. I look forward to 
meeting residents and members of the 
community to discuss the issues which 
matter most to them.”

The ‘Meet the Mayor’ sessions were 
first established by John Marjoram in 
the 1990s as a way for him to connect 
and collaborate with the community. 
Each Mayor at the council has kept up 
with the tradition in different guises, but 
it was unfortunately suspended at the 
beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic.

On our bikes
The Green Spaces 
team are cutting 
their carbon 
footprint by using 
their new e-cargo 
bike for short 
journeys, instead 
of a diesel vehicle. 
It’s all part of the 
Town Council’s drive to become carbon 
neutral by 2030.

Come join us for 
Goodwill evening
Goodwill evening will be on 2 December 
with markets, events and the famous 
lantern parade in the town centre. 

The Town Council is once again providing 
festive lights in the town centre and has 
approved a £3,000 grant to support the 
lantern parade. 

The Subscription Rooms will offer a 
Christmas market, mulled wine, mince 
pies and a Santa’s Grotto (booking 
essential!). 

We would welcome support from any 
local businesses who might want to 
sponsor these community events. The 
Town Clerk would be happy to put you in 
touch with the organisers. 

We will host fun and games at an Elf Café 
at the Town Council office on London 
Road on Goodwill evening. Please keep 
an eye on our social media for more 
information in November.

Briefs
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We’re getting into the 
swing of play time! 
The Leazes playground off Parliament Street has 
a new lease of life.

The Council’s Green Spaces team installed new 
play equipment including new swings and slide 
as well as a zip wire and climbing frame.

“The existing equipment was a bit tired and 
reaching the end of its life,” said Chris Woolner, 
Green Spaces Manager.

“A few years ago, we ran consultation events 
with the community to find out what people 
wanted. This helped us look at things for children 
of different ages and put forward options for the 
community to vote on.”

“It’s wonderful to finally see the play area in 
use and children of all ages making the most 

The Town Council wants to hear 
your views on our plans for the 
coming year to make sure we are 
focusing on the right priorities.

In January 2023, the Council will 
approve the budget for 2023-24. 
We want residents to complete a 
survey so that we can reflect what 
is important to you.

The survey, which is open until 18th 
November 2022, relates to our 
objectives and specific areas of our 
work. You will be asked to prioritise 
each of the sections so that we 
know which things are most 
important to you. There is space 
at the end to give us any other 
comments or suggestions.

This consultation relates to our 
spending plans from April 2023. 
There are questions on: activities 
supporting residents’ wellbeing, 
including a subsidised gardening 
service for residents in receipt of 

benefits who need help with their 
garden; replacing and improving 
play equipment in parks and 
gardens; and researching solutions 
to rough sleeping and street 
drinking in the town.

The focus on the environment 
includes: reducing the carbon 
footprint of the Council’s buildings, 
offering grants for projects to 
reduce CO2 emissions and lobbying 
for improved public transport.

Residents can also prioritise 
activities relating to regeneration, 
nature, community, and community 
safety and resilience, accessibility 
and arts and culture.

“The survey takes just a few 
minutes to complete but will help 
us as councillors ensure we are 
making every penny work harder 
for the benefit of the town,” said 
Stroud Mayor Stella Parkes.

“This year, more than ever, we 
need to be mindful of spending 
and ensure we are clearly focused 
on those activities that residents 
consider a priority.”

Have your say
The consultation period runs 
until 18th November 2022. 
People can complete the survey 
by using this QR code or get a 
paper version of the survey from 
the Council office. 

Have your say on
town’s priorities

The Town Council and 
Gloucestershire Constabulary are 
working together to ensure people 
feel safer around Bisley Road 
Cemetery.

Town Council officers joined the 
Neighbourhood Policing Team and 
members of the local community 
for a walk and talk session to 
discuss what could be done.

“It was great for us to get a better 
understanding of what local 

women felt was important,” said 
Chris Woolner, Green Spaces 
Manager for the Council.

“We talked about the work we’ve 
done already to make entrances 
more open with clearer sight-lines 
and agreed that the Green Spaces 
team would clear some vegetation 
around the top entrance on Bisley 
Road to improve it further.”

Neighbourhood Policing Sergeant 
Jacqui Weller said: “Partnership 

working is key to tackling the 
issues around male violence and 
intimidation of women and girls 
in Stroud.

“We found the group patrol of the 
cemetery to be a very useful way 
to gather all our ideas from across 
the agencies.

“We hope that by approaching this 
issue from all avenues that we can 
help prevent more incidents and 
make women feel reassured in 
their community.”

Working together to stay safe

Stroud Deputy Mayor Camilla Hale at the revamped play area at The Leazes

SCAN ME

of the new equipment. Green spaces such as these are so 
important for our wellbeing and this is now an area that 
can be enjoyed by the whole family,” said Stroud Deputy 
Mayor Camilla Hale.
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The hottest summer in 50 years had 
little impact on Stroud’s own town 
nature reserve at the cemetery in Bisley 
Road.

The Green Spaces team put out drinking 
stations for mammals during the hottest 
weeks. While there were much lower 
numbers of Glowworms this year, Small 
Blue butterflies and Marbled Whites 
are thriving. There were lots of Emperor 
Moth caterpillars spotted during the 
Spring, a first for the cemetery.

Lizards seem to be doing well and the 
Jays and Goldcrests continue to be 
colourful regulars among the wooded 
areas. There were also sightings of 
adders. The team have made some 
alterations to the cemetery boundary 
so that endangered species can move in 
and out of the cemetery more easily.

The Council has also installed some 
noticeboards at the cemetery to keep 
visitors informed.

Over the summer, the Green Spaces 
team, with the support of local nature 
enthusiast, filmmaker and writer, 
Amanda R. Whittington, created the 
Stroud Nature Detective Challenge.

The free audio tour gave participants 
detective challenges as they learned 
about the diverse wildlife, flora, habitats 
and history found at this unique 
location. 

Your town councillors
Central Ward

Kevin Cranston
T: 01452 755483
M: 07525 065286
E: kevin.cranston 
@stroudtown.gov.uk

Stella Parkes (Mayor)
T: 01453 764827
E: stella.parkes 
@stroudtown.gov.uk

Farmhill & Paganhill Ward

Liz Child
M: 07811 640031
E: liz.child 
@stroudtown.gov.uk

Adrian Oldman
M: 07772 808267
E: adrian.oldman 
@stroudtown.gov.uk

Slade Ward

Geoffrey Andrews
M: 07899 632307
E: geoffrey.andrews 
@stroudtown.gov.uk

Laurie Davies
M: 07846 203154
E: laurie.davies 
@stroudtown.gov.uk

Rob Green
T: 01453 764438
E: rob.green 
@stroudtown.gov.uk

Trinity Ward

Lucas Schoemaker
T: 01453 840039
E: lucas.schoemaker 
@stroudtown.gov.uk

Susan Fenton
M: 07931 541369
E: susan.fenton 
@stroudtown.gov.uk

Mark Graham
M: 07530 491165
E: mark.graham 
@stroudtown.gov.uk

Uplands Ward

Mike Elliott 
E: mike.elliott  
@stroudtown.gov.uk

Tony Davey
T: 01453 759660
E: tony.davey 
@stroudtown.gov.uk

Valley Ward

Naomi Seffar
M: 07923 524649
E: naomi.seffar 
@stroudtown.gov.uk

Mick Fealty
M: 07984 150399
E: mick.fealty 
@stroudtown.gov.uk

Camilla Hale
M: 07936 505251
E: camilla.hale 
@stroudtown.gov.uk

Seat vacant

Megan Sheer
M: 07954 298390
E: megan.sheer 
@stroudtown.gov.uk

Gloucestershire County  
Council Highways

www.gloucestershire.gov.uk 
T: 08000 514514

Where to find the help you need

Knowing which council is responsible for what can be 
confusing. Here is your easy guide:

• Community Grants
• Burials
• Parks 
• Playgrounds
• Banner Bookings

• Bins, rubbish and recycling
• Bulky waste collection
• Fly tipping
• Street cleaning
• Abandoned vehicles
• Council tax
• Housing
• Benefits
• Dog warden
• Pest control
• Planning and building control
• Car parks
• Licensing

• Libraries and archives
• Schools, 
• Births, marriages and deaths
• Health and social care

• Public rights of way (PROW)
• Roads and pavements
• Overgrown vegetation
• Street lighting
• Flooding

What? Where?

Stroud Town Council
www.stroudtown.gov.uk

T: 01453 762817

Stroud District Council
www.stroud.gov.uk 

T: 01453 766321

Gloucestershire  
County Council

www.gloucestershire.gov.uk 
T: 01452 425000

What a wildlife haven

Kate Crews
M: 07412 670915
E: kate.crews 
@stroudtown.gov.uk


