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Overview

Executive Summary

Climate Emergency

The Golden Valley Standard

The A419 between Stroud and Chalford is a unique peri-urban corridor with residential
areas, schools, and innovative businesses scattered along the beautiful, green Cotswold
landscape - christened the ‘Golden Valley’ by Queen Victoria. The valley bottom is
home to industrial heritage buildings some of which house thriving businesses and
cultural attractions, with the A419, rail, river and Stroud Canal interweaving in close
parallel. The road itself is sub-functional. It is a high volume corridor carrying around
8,000 vehicles per day east of Toadsmoor Junction, and 17,000 near Stroud. The road
is subject to both congestion and speeding, with poor drainage conditions and 4 %
HGVs and 14 % LGVs traffic, a portion of which is suspected through traffic.

A Climate Emergency was announced by the Stroud District Council
Administration in November 2018, and includes a target to make
Stroud District Carbon Neutral by 2030. Likewise, in December
2018 Stroud Town Council adopted a motion to become a carbonneutral organisation by 2030, and Gloucester County Council
followed in May 2019.

The road poses a major safety hazard to local residents, and severs north-south
connections (locally termed as ‘pitches’) which connect local communities to the valley
corridor. Less than 1% of the traffic is cycling, despite the popularity of cycling in the
area and the suitability of the commutable distance between Stroud and Chalford
which is only 6.5 km. Given the demand and opportunity for new housing and business
growth along this corridor, a ‘do nothing’ scenario is not viable.

Transport is the single largest contributor to greenhouse gases
in the UK, at 33% almost unchanged since 1990. On a local level
in Gloucestershire transport contributes a higher percentage to
CO2 emissions at 45%, and this is even higher for Stroud at 54%.
As such, modal shift to walking, cycling and public transport is an
important lever to deliver carbon targets.

Upgrading this corridor as a multi-modal, active green transport corridor would put
the Golden Valley on the map as a great place to live and work, achieving a lifestyle
where recreation, business and community are closely interlinked.

Overarching Concept
The proposed route alignment is a direct, comfortable and safe walking and cycling
route connecting 8 ‘Villages’ each with strong placemaking character. A key means of
achieving this is to upgrade the A419 to a 20mph zone to reduce congestion and air
pollution, enhance safety and development value. Overall this will result in increased
road capacity with a slow, steady movement pattern compared to stop-start.
The proposed facilities are a Golden Valley standard 2.5 m footway on one side of the
A419 with a 3.5 m bi-directional cycle track on the other which run continuously along
and are physically segregated from the vehicle carriageway. There are a number of
enhanced controlled junction arrangements, including enhancing the existing signalised
crossing at Bowbridge/Butterrow Hill, removing the signalised pedestrian crossing
Brimscombe Port and upgrading this to a full signalised crossing at Brimscombe
Corner, adding a signalised crossing at Toadsmoor Road junction. In addition to this,
a full specification Dutch roundabout is proposed at the junction of Dr Newton’s Way
and London Road. The impact of e-cycling is considered important less to speed up
travel along the A419 itself, but more to enable to connections to the steep pitches to
the north and south of the A419.
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Introduction
Witteveen+Bos UK Ltd and Clifton Emery design have been commissioned to conduct
a scoping study of the A419 between Stroud and Chalford, building on an earlier study
conducted by Gloucestershire County Council in 2009. The purpose of this scoping
study is to establish the potential of upgrading the A419 as a multi-modal, active green
corridor and establish the feasibility of high quality walking and cycling provision. In
addition, the study will identify synergy with key development sites along the A419
between Stroud and Chalford including Wimberley Park, Brimscombe Port and Ham
Mills.
For this reason, the study has been framed as an Inspiration Study as the purpose is
not only to examine the feasibility of high quality walking and cycling, but to outline the
greater economic and development potential of upgrading the A419 between Stroud
and Chalford.
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Residential

Footway

Footway

The Stroudwater Canal towpath is being progressively restored, and complements
the functional transport quality of the A419 walking and cycling as a natural green
and recreational route with comparatively low transport capacity. Connection
improvements to the tow path are proposed to maximise the interchange of these
facilities. Areas of land purchase will be necessary to deliver the route. Soil stabilisation
will be required at Bowbridge and St Mary’s corner in the proposed route alignment.
A preferred route alignment is shown; in a number of locations alternative routing is
possible.
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Above: Example section of the overarching concept
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Community Engagement

Workshops: the project was led by community engagement. Three community
engagements were hosted as drop-in workshops: 19th of June at Stroud Brewery,
26th of June at the Stroud Subscription Rooms, and 20th of July at Chalfest. An online
survey was open from the beginning of June until the end of July, and received 382
responses.

Online Questionnaire: An online survey was open from the beginning of
June until the end of July, and received 382 responses. A selection of the included
questions have been displayed below with their associated results. For a full list
of questions and answers, please see Appendix II for Community Engagement and
Survey Results.

Key finding: Though 62% do not currently cycle between Stroud and Chalford
92% would consider doing so if there was a safe high quality cycle path.
Question: Would you consider cycling on safe, segregated cycling infrastructure
along the A419?

Summary of Results;
Question: Do you currently
cycle along the A419 between
Stroud and Chalford?

Participant age range;

No
7%

Workshop 1
Stroud Brewery
Wed, 19th, June

dependent on
quality of route
22%

Yes
38%

Yes
70%

No
62%
75 +

55 - 74

35 - 54

Wed, 26th, June

16 - 34

0 - 15

Workshop 2
Stroud Sub Rooms

Question: An active, green transport corridor with safe walking and cycling infrastructure could provide many benefits.
From 1 to 5, please rate how important the follow are to you (1 the least important and 5 is the most important).

Question: Do you currently walk
along the Canal towpath?

Improved physical and mental
health?

Reduction in pollution?

69%

Reduction in vehicle speeds and
additional safer crossing points?

69%
60%

Workshop 3
Chalfest
Sat, 20th, July

Yes
78%

No
22%
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Wider Context
N

The Wider Context
The A419 runs east west connecting Cirencester to Stroud and to Exit 13 of the M5 and
the A38 beyond. The A417 runs in parallel to the A419 to the north and has higher traffic
flows (AADT) as it is mostly dual carriageway and a more ‘direct’ link to the M5 north.
Highways England have on-going plans to improving the connection between two dual
carriageway sections of the A417 at Brockworth and Cowley, which is the last stretch of
the route that remains single carriageway objectives. Scheme completion, expected in
spring 2024, may reduce traffic pressure on the A419. The risk of traffic displacement
to the A419 during construction of the “Missing Link” could be deemed low as the
majority of the dualling is on a new alignment, and the current road can stay operational
during construction. At the time of writing this report, statutory public consultation has
closed, and the scheme is expected to proceed to the Planning Inspectorate for formal
examination in spring 2020.

ROSS-ON-WYE
CHELTENHAM

A417 MISSING LINK
CARRIAGEWAY DUALLING

GLOUCESTER

The National Trust Commons of Minchinhampton and Rodborough are of significant
environmental and historic interest. Both Commons are Sites of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSI) and Rodborough is additionally a Special Area of Conservation (SAC).
Besides their 5,500 year old history and significant archaeological findings, such as The
Bulwarks, and more recent WWII remains, some of England’s rarest flora and fauna is
found there. Unfenced grazing cattle help maintain the special open landscape, creating
an ideal living environment for birds, butterflies, flowers and insects. The Commons are
also an important recreational treasure for locals and tourists, offering magnificent views
and beautiful slopes for dog walking and hikes.

CINDERFORD

17

A4
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STROUD
LYDNEY

Study
Corridor

Some sections of the roads bisecting the Commons are single track, specifically at The
Butts and on Butterrow Hill. These roads were never intended for high volumes of traffic,
but already a high proportion of through traffic uses them as an alternative to the A419
between Aston Down and Chalford, possibly associated with capacity issues along the
A419 and poor driving conditions on the route.

CIRENCESTER

CHALFORD
A419

Given the topography of the area and the existing road network, interventions on the
A419 Golden Valley route could potentially displace additional traffic to the Commons.
These closely related routes (the Commons and the A419 Golden Valley) must necessarily
be considered in parallel when considering the impact of changes to either route. This
would be relevant both during any construction phase on the A419 when delays would
be anticipated and when completed as the scheme aims to lower speed limits, albeit
to achieve a more steady consistent traffic flow. Given that high vehicle numbers and
speeding are already pre-existing on the commons, it is recommended that speed and
safety improvements are pursued independent of progression of the Golden Valley
Route, for example using landscape sensitive traffic calming.
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Above: Examples of current conditions along the study corridor
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Local Walking & Cycling Context
The local Stroud area has numerous attractive walks, and delightful pubs in character
of the Cotswold. A particular highlights is the Stroudwater Canal which historically
connected Stroud to the River Severn. The stretch from Stroud to Brimscombe Port is
being progressively restored, and represents a highly unique natural environment. There
are no current plans to restore the Canal beyond Brimscombe Port to Chalford. The
towpath is subject to dimensional restrictions typical of towpaths, generally narrow with
risk of passing users falling into the water at tight spots. Available recent survey data
shows 337 users per day measured at Wallbridge from October 2018 to May 2019, data
from nearby Cloth Mills shows an average of 595 from end of July 2018 to end of October
2018, with a peak of 1976 users on a single day Sunday the 5th of August, possibly related
to an event or summer weather. Even allowing for seasonal variations in use, the spatial
limitations and natural beauty of the canal towpath suggest it is not suited to function as
a transport corridor, but rather an green recreational compliment to the A419.

A419 Towards Gloucester

STROUD

A series of ‘Quiet Lanes’ form a loop around the Rodborough and Minchinhampton
parishes. A section of the National Cycle Network 45 passes on the west side of Stroud
and connects Stonehouse with central Stroud and beyond to Nailsworth and Cirencester.
The majority of the stretch between Stroud and Nailsworth is off road, but reports of
overhanging vegetation, insufficient lightning and debris on the surfaces may discourage
use. As such, overall the current status of walking and cycling is that there is an attractive
recreational offering, but little by way of faster transport routes for walking and cycling.

STONEHOUSE

The proposed A419 walking and cycling transport route aligns with Gloucestershire’s
wider cycle way plan, and could lock on the potential to extend a off-road route further
to Cirencester where there are work and school travel demands, and to upgrade the NCN
45 connection between Nailsworth, Stroud and on to Stonehouse.

CHALFORD

A419 Towards Cirencester
Stroudwater
Canal Towpath

NCN 45
(off-road)
Commons quiet
lane route

NAILSWORTH

Towards Cirencester
(On-Road)
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The Golden Valley Route
The study area extends approximately 6.5 km from Stroud Train Station to Chalford
Village. As described in the Executive Summary, the A419 is a complex corridor with
the road, Stroudwater canal towpath, the River Frome and rail running in parallel along
the valley bottom. Stroud is the meeting point of the Five Valleys on the western edge
of the Cotswolds. The surrounding topography is steep, with resulting attractive views
but also challenging north south connections which come in steeply towards the A419,
locally termed as ‘pitches’. This section of the A419 runs the Parishes of Stroud, Thrupp
and Chalford, and parallel to the Parishes of Rodborough and Minchinhampton to the
south of the rail and canal. Although a majority of the current road is laid out as a high
speed (40 mph) through-route, in reality the route connects a series of 8 “villages” which
intersect in a complex and dynamic way across the east-west corridor.

STROUD

+
400m

The A419 is characterised by the following:

A419

•
•

BOWBRIDGE

800m

•
•
•
CLAYPITS LANE

THRUPP

BUTTERROW LANE

Congestion at peak times with speeding up to 60 mph at non-peak times.
Road safety concerns expressed by parents and residents, with 29 reported road
safety incidents over the last 5 years.
Drainage issues evident during the site investigation.
Increase capacity requirements due to proposed development and business
innovation potential.
Currently high levels of HGVs, perceived greater that survey data indicates.

THRUPP LANE
OLD NEIGHBOURHOOD

MIDDLE HILL

TOADSMOOR ROAD

HAM MILL

HAM MILL

800m

800m

CHALFORD

400m
400m

BRIMSCOMBE PORT

BRIMSCOMBE

ST MARYS

400m

800m

A419

Legend
School

400m

+

Hospital

Cycle path / A419
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Police station

Secondary vehicular route

Playing field

Football club
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Placemaking opportunity

BOURNE

KNAPP LANE

BRIMSCOMBE HILL

WIMBERLEY MILL
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The Golden Valley Route Location Plan
Stroud

To differentiate the key placemaking areas the entire Golden Valley route has been
divided in to 27 sections and then grouped in to 4 key zones:
•
•
•
•

Stroud to Thrupp (01-07)
Thrupp to Brimscombe (08-13)
Brimscombe to Bourne (14-20)
Bourne to Chalford (21-27)
01
-

07
08
3
-1

14 - 2 0

21 - 27

Chalford

Placemaking
Opportunity

The Ship Inn
Ham Mill
Placemaking
Opportunity

Playing fields

Playing fields

+

Holy Trinity
Brimscombe

Stroud Brewery

Playing fields

Five Valleys
Christian Fellowship

Stroud General Hospital

Stroud Police Station

Brimscombe & Thrupp
Social Centre

Thrupp Primary School

Brimscombe C of E
Primary School

Wimberley Mill
Under Development

Playing fields

Placemaking
Opportunity

Placemaking
Opportunity
Placemaking
Opportunity

Brimscombe Port

Brimscombe & Thrupp
Football club

Charlea Community
Gardens
Christ Church
Primary School

Placemaking
Opportunity

01

02

STROUD

03

04

05

06

BOWBRIDGE

07

08

09

THRUPP

10

11

HAM MILL

12

13

14

15

BRIMSCOMBE
New Cycle route
Safe & distinct pedestrian route
Enhanced & extended green corridor
Existing vehicular & rail routes
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Chalford Baptist
Church

Christ Church
Chalford

Playing fields
Stroud Train Station

Chalford Sports
& Social Club

Pangolin Gallery

16

17

18

19

20

BOURNE

21

22

23

24

ST MARYS

Chalford Hill
Primary School

Placemaking
Opportunity

25

26

27

CHALFORD
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The Golden Valley Standard - Artists Impression
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Brimscombe Port Development
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Upgrading this corridor as a multi-modal, active green transport corridor would provide
further economic and development opportunities creating a great place to live and work,
one of the key development sites Brimscombe Port.
Brimscombe Ports strategic location along the London Road gives an opportunity to
influence the character of the A419 as it passes through the village. Currently there is
little active frontage to the road and combined with the highways engineered approach
to the carriageway encourages high vehicular speeds and a pedestrian unfriendly
Bour
Although the illustrative proposals showed some frontage onto the A419
ne Lenvironment.
ane
we felt there was a real placemaking opportunity here by creating

A

•
•
•
•
•
n

Furthermore this would create a gateway to Brimscombe, slowing traffic and improving
the environment for local residents and a number of other tangible benefits.
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Some active frontage onto the road
A bi-directional cycle track
Street trees
Strong connection to the historic mill and canals
Improvements to Brimscombe corner with pedestrian areas and rationalised parking
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Legend
Existing road network

Development framework

Existing building of importance

Bi-directional cycle track

Green infrastructure framework

Brimscombe Corner/local centre

Pedestrian connection routes

Proposed vegetation

Key view line

Brimscombe
corner
Active frontage
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The Mill

Existing & proposed waterways

‘The Mill’ Chimney

Existing railway network
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Brimscombe Port Concept Masterplan
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Retain existing access into site

•

•

Retain proposed access point from A419

Include 1st floor south facing podium
landscapes with fantastic views across the
port and valley floor

•

Add proposed cycle route along the A419

•

Retention and enhancement of green
infrastructure along the southern edge of the
site

Key Views

•

Retention and enhancement of existing
buildings of quality

•

Connect the A419 to the historic mill and the
industrial heritage of the Golden Valley

•

Proposed new marina and re-mediated
canal system

•

Create an accessible route down the change
in level

•

Analysis of Brimscombe Corner

Connectivity
•
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Make further pedestrian routes north and
south into the site connecting the existing
residents to the port and proposed facilities
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Brimscombe corner - Public realm upgrades

F

C0 - Housing

Proposed cycle route

Pedestrian routes

B

‘The Mill’ - Associated parking, public realm & green space

G

Stroud Canal - New cut marina

Road network

Viewing platform

C

Apartments - Associated communal gardens and active ground floor uses
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Riparian corridor

Areas of public realm

Existing building of importance
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Priority pedestrian link - Car free

I

Vehicular access

Communal gardens

‘The Mill’ Chimney

E

Community allotments

J

Community centre/hub

Proposed vegetation
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Brimscombe Port Cross Section

River Frome

Riparian Corridor

Proposed Canal

Canal
Footpath

Co-Housing development
(Vehicle Free)
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Green Street

Podium Landscape & ground
level parking

Cycle Track
& Footway

Carriageway
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Brimscombe Port Artists Impression
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