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1
SITE OBSERVATIONS
1.1

Existing Route Description

The corridor is split almost equally between rural and urban. Outside the settlements, the road is bounded
by the railway along its southern side and a green verge along both sides. Beyond them, it is flanked by
farmland. The road corridor accommodates extensive sections of designated lay-bys and on-carriageway
parking, predominantly in the towns of Brimscombe and Chalford. High concentrations of on-carriageway
bus stops were observed in all urban areas. Three primary schools have direct links onto the route in Thrupp,
Brimscombe Corner and Chalford.

Figure 1.1 Project team in Chalford during Cycle ride site visit in May, 2019

1.2

Site Visit Format

A cycle ride site visit was performed in May, 2019. The purpose of the site visit was to review existing
sustainable travel provision and gather information to inform scheme development. The project team
undertook several site visits to gain an overall appreciation of the study area. The key findings of the site
investigation are summarised below. For ease of reference the information in the following pages has been
separated into the relevant community.

1.3

Opportunities and Constraints

Following the site observations, a review of the main opportunities and constraints along the corridor was
undertaken. The main opportunities are;
- The route would be a sensible continuation of National Cycle Route 45 and connect neighbourhoods
around Chalford and Brimscombe to Stonehouse and Nailsworth.
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-

-

Significant areas of rural land flank the A419 between the towns and offer the opportunity for the road
boundary to be widened to accommodate an active travel facility, subject to land acquisition.
The road boundary in stretches of the route appears wide enough to accommodate an active travel
facility.
The planned residential developments have the potential to promote active travel from the start, and
encourage their residents to make the modal shift since studies show house moves is an excellent time
to change old habits1.
The road corridor is reasonably direct and have shallow gradients.
The route would complement a broader network of core footpaths which connect the communities north
and south of the road, as well as Rodborough and Minchinhampton commons to the south of the route.
The towpath connection between Chalford, Stroud and settlements in between is in poor condition and
characterised by slow speeds for cyclists and poor accessibility for wheelchair users. Furthermore, it is
acknowledged that the lack of natural surveillance may increase actual and perceived personal security
risks. Along the A419 the existing footway is inconsistent and narrow. Therefore a high quality route
would offer a step change in walking and cycling provision.

The main constraints are;
- The built environment with residential frontages and driveway exists along London Road in Stroud could
make widening of the road boundary challenging.
- Physical constraints such as the Railway and historic stone walls are restricting road widenings on some
parts of the route.
- A steep gradient on slopes is present at sections along the route and any road widening in these sections
would require levelling and slope stabilisation measures.
- The built environments in both Stroud, St Marys and Chalford constrain the available width to establish a
route.
- Considerable areas of the road, such as in Ham Mill, Brimscombe and St Marys are flanked residential
houses with limited off-street parking provision, therefore considerable levels of on-street parking exist
and would need to be considered.
- A considerable part of the rural sections of the route would likely require the road boundary widened
into third party land to accommodate an active travel route.
- Stroud has significant levels of parking provision and occasional extensive sections are present in
Brimscombe and Ham Mill. These would need to be reduced to accommodate a compliant active travel
facility.

1

https://dornsife.usc.edu/assets/sites/208/docs/Wood.Quinn.Kashy.2002.pdf [accessed 2019-05-23]
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1.4

Site Observations

This section includes the high level observations made during the site visit.

Table 1.1 Stroud observations

-

Starting at the train station, more could be done to encourage intermodal trips and promote bike tourism.

-

Street clutter such as lamp pole and signs causing obstruction on footways. Poor drainage.

Table 1.2 Bowbridge observations
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−

Before Butterow Hill jnctn : North side footway is 5.5 m wide, appears to be used for informal parking.

−

Approaching Butterow Hill jnctn: the South side has shops and a pub, footway circa 2 m wide.

−

After Butterow Hill jnctn: footways are narrow with street clutter.

−

Gunhouse Lane connects to a public footpath over the hill.

−

After Gunhouse Lane: South footway disappears, North footway continues but is very narrow <0.5 m.

−

40 mph from here onwards.

−

Footway widens again when approaching Thrupp lane.
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Table 1.3 Thrupp observations

-

Before Thrupp Lane jnctn: Wide with green verges.

-

Thrupp village on the Hill needs improved connection to bus stops.

-

After Thrupp Lane jnctn: Road narrows in built-up area with historic walls and buildings.

-

Interesting, heritage industrial buildings Stafford mill.

-

On South side, car and industrial parks may be potential development sites.

-

Historic stonewall on the south side, and a rather steep slope on the north side.

-

Commercial center with businesses such as Fitness mill, Pegasus Art Shop, Antiques etc.

Table 1.4 Ham Mill observations

-

Urban, built up, some residential frontage, narrow or no footway.

-

Potential for redevelopment with Ham mill committed planning.

-

On street parking on footway restricting pedestrians and through traffic.

-

Interesting, heritage industrial buildings Ham mill.

-

End of stretch wider but still parked cars on footway, theoretically space on south side.

-

Approach to Brewery Lane wide on north side, level difference on South.

-

End of stretch very wide with lay by on north side, recreation ground on south side.
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Table 1.5 Brimscombe observations

-

Urban, built up, some residential and commercial frontage, Brimscombe corner village centre.

-

Potential for redevelopment at Brimscombe Port.

-

On street parking on footway restricting pedestrians and through traffic.

-

Interesting, heritage industrial buildings at Brimscombe Port.

-

Existing signalised pedestrian crossing, guardrails, narrow footways connecting.

-

Brimscombe, junction layout could be improved.

-

Footway on north side, level difference on South to potential development site.

Table 1.6 Bourne/Toadsmoor Valley observations

-

North side has residential houses on an elevation, hedges/greenery close to road, narrow or no footpath on north side.

-

Toadsmoor Valley junction need of upgrade.

-

Extensive housing developments, both north and south of the junction (Lewiston and Wimberley Mill).

-

Toadsmoor Valley is the main route of access to Bussage village.

-

Great Western railway boundary is very close to the road at the south side of this stretch.

-

Residential driveway exits on a slope with challenging topography on north, narrow on the south.

-

Links to Stroudwater canal path with railway crossing, poor pedestrian connections/signage on A419.
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Table 1.7 St Marys observations

-

Uniform stretch with railway on the south side, and various greenery on the north side.

-

The bend by St Mary’s village is very sharp with virtually no foot path, steep level change on south side to rail way pinch
point.

-

The last stretch of this route segment the railway peels off and give space on south side, however there are level
differences from the road.

Table 1.8 Chalford observations

-

On street parking on footway by Chalford Church, could be church visitors or residential.

-

Old Neighbourhood road is reportedly dangerous and difficult to exit as a car driver with limited sightlines and high
speeds on the main road, junction has poor sightlines.

-

High level of visitor's parking on carriageway and around town square.

-

Attractions such as Victoria Studios and the Lavender Tearoom.
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2
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT SUMMARY

2.1

Introduction

Witteveen and Bos UK and Clifton Emery Design was commissioned by Stroud Town Council and the Parish
Council Cycling Group to conduct an inspiration study for increased cycling and walking opportunities along
A419 between Stroud and Chalford. In order to perform an informed and comprehensive study, community
engagement is key to capture valuable knowledge and insight from residents and people that work along
this route, that eventually would be the user of the suggested infrastructure. Furthermore, community
engagement in this early stage is a state of readiness review and contribute to generate momentum and
awareness of the scheme.
In order to consider all aspects of active travel and movement along the A419 corridor and to ensure that
the study is well informed and based on up to date information, a range of engagements has been
undertaken. Stakeholders have been identified in collaboration with Stroud Town Council and consulted
either via face‐to‐face meetings, questionnaires and workshops.

2.1.1

Aim and Objectives

The aim of this engagement process has been to gain an understanding of the current active
travel situation in the area from a range of different stakeholder perspectives.
The objectives were:
- To gather background information on the historical and current progress on cycling and walking
provision along A419.
- To collate data on state of readiness, utilisation and charging/enforcement regimes; and
- To provide an opportunity for key technical stakeholders to comment on their views of the scheme at an
early conceptual stage.

2.1.2

Methodology

Engagement has been performed through various methods as detailed below.
- Inception workshop and meetings with Parish Council Cycling Group.
- 3 Community Drop-in Workshops in Stroud, Brimscombe and Chalford.
- Online Questionnaire.
- Face-to-Face Meetings with Gloucestershire County Council and Stroud District Council.
Inception Workshop and meetings with Parish Council Cycling Group
Two meetings was held with the Client group in May and September 2019, representing parish councils
along this route. This allowed us to gain valuable local insight and this informed us to shape the strategy and
methodology of the engagement and design.
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Community Workshops
We organised a series of community engagement workshops where the public was invited to share their
view of the current state of the route and what improvements and potentials they could see along the route.
The three venues were spread across the stretch of the route and chosen to be convenient and accessible for
the members of the public.

Figure 2.1 Workshop Information Board and Map

Online Questionnaire
An online questionnaire was published to gather information. It was promoted via the Parish Councils social
media accounts, in the Stroud newspaper and during the engagement workshops. Members of the public
without access to laptop or smartphone had the opportunity to fill in the questionnaire on paper, or receive
assistance at the workshop events. The questionnaire had 21 fixed option questions and 2 open ended
questions, and took approximately 5-10 minutes to complete. The form was hosted on a Typeform platform,
which has an interactive and attractive user interface. These factors may have contributed to the high level of
completion (i.e. respondents who filled in the entire questionnaire to the end).

Figure 2.2 User interface online questionnaire

Face-to-face meetings
We held meetings with technical stakeholders at Stroud District Council and Gloucestershire County Council
development planning and highways teams. These were performed in order to collate data, utilisation and
discuss funding mechanisms to help inform the study.
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2.1.3

Structure of Report

Following this introduction, Chapter 2 includes a brief overview of the findings of the questionnaire. In
Chapter 3 the community engagement events and stakeholder discussions are described. Thereafter, in
Chapter 4, a summary of the main topics and issues raised during the engagement is presented.

2.2

Questionnaire

The questionnaire was open during 6 weeks between Mid-June and July and received a total of 382
responses.

2.2.1

Demographics

The gender split was fairly balanced with a slight majority of male respondents. The age profile shows that
the questionnaire attracted most people in the ages between 45-54. There is an underrepresentation of
children and young adults. Measures were taken during the engagement period to gather more views from
these age groups. Worth noting is that during the community engagement workshops, at a brewery, a music
festival and at the centrally located Sub-Rooms there was a number of young adults and children engaged
and involved in discussing the scheme. An example of this was at Chalfest, where there was a number of
children attending the engagement tent and made drawings of their dream bike ride to school. This was not
captured in terms of responses to the questionnaire, and hence not quantified in the graphic above. For
further progress of this scheme, it would be recommended to actively engage with school children living
along the route.

2.2.2

State of Readiness

The survey attracted a high number of cyclists, interested in this topic. 38 % stated that they currently cycle
along the A419. However, many who did not currently cycle stated traffic, high volumes and concern for their
safety as main issues. If safe and segregated infrastructure was provided, an impressive 93 % stated that they
would consider cycling along the A419. Of these, 23 % said that they would consider cycling, but that the
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route quality would be an important factor for their choice. This finding is an argument for high quality,
continuous and attractive design layout.

2.3

Engagement

The following section describe the various opportunities for engagement by the public and relevant
technical stakeholders.

2.3.1

Inception Workshop and Meetings - Parish Council Cycling Group

The main goal of the inception workshop was to apprise community stakeholders of some of the technical
parameters which may constrain technical development of the project design, and to collaborate with them
to develop the technical design brief for the sustainable travel corridor. An interim meeting was held to
discuss and get feedback if the proposals were in line with the expectations stated in the initial workshop.
Feedback comments at this stage of the process were collected and are presented in Appendix VI.

Table 2.1 Members of Parish Council Cycling Group and Stroud Town Council discussing the Golden Valley Project

Parish Council Cycling Group w. Consultants

Some of the findings during Inception Workshop
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Inception workshop identifying issues and opportunities along
the route

Visions for the Golden Valley route and indicators of success

2.3.2

Community Engagement Workshop 1 - Stroud Brewery, Brimscombe

This event took place on a Wednesday 19th June during the afternoon-evening. The venue was Stroud
Brewery, located just off A419 along the Canal towpath close to Brimscombe.
The brewery pub was open for business, which meant that passers-by that was not particularly aware of this
event still received the information and was encouraged to fill in the questionnaire. Estimated number of
attendees 40 persons, mixed profile in terms of gender and age.
Additionally, this event gathered attention in local media, and an interview with the project manager was
broadcasted on BBC Radio Gloucestershire’s morning show the following day, June 20th.

Table 2.2 Members of public discussing the Golden Valley Project at Stroud Brewery

Stroud Brewery visitors w. consultants
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Comments captured via ‘luggage tags’ along the entire route

2.3.3

Community Engagement Workshop 2 - Stroud Sub Rooms, Central Stroud

This event took place on a Wednesday 26th June during the afternoon-evening. The venue was Stroud Sub
Rooms, located in the city centre of Stroud. The adjacent cafe was open for business, as well as an arts
exhibition in the next room, which meant that passers-by that was not particularly aware of this event still
got the opportunity to receive the information. This venue was chosen for its central location, which meant
that people working in Stroud, or commuting via rail, could attend on their way back from work. Estimated
number of attendees 35 persons.

Table 2.3 Members of public discussing the Golden Valley Project at Stroud Sub Rooms

Stroud Sub Rooms visitors w. Consultants
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Comments captured via ‘luggage tags’ along the entire route

2.3.4

Community Engagement Workshop 3 - Chalfest, Chalford Hill

This event took place on Saturday 20th of July. The set up for this event was different compared to the other
community engagements, given that this took place outdoors during the very popular local festival Chalfest,
which sold out its 7500 tickets months before the event. 4000 tickets were reserved to local residents, who
were offered at a heavily discounted price, and a plethora of community groups and organisations were
invited to partake in performances and activities.
The event attracted visitors of all ages with more people joining in the longer the day progressed. The
weather started off as overcast with slightly threating clouds in the sky, but the sun broke through the clouds
in the early afternoon, and the festival spirit was on top. Special efforts were made to engage with younger
children and their parents, and many joined the tent to draw them cycling along A419. Estimated number of
attendees 35 persons that were stopping and engaging with us, however many more making short stops and
passers-by.

Table 2.4 Members of public discussing the Golden Valley Project at Chalfest Community festival

Chalfest visitors
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Comments captured via ‘luggage tags’ along the entire route

2.4

Summary of Findings

See table 2.5 for a summary of the most common issues raised by the public during engagement workshops
and in the questionnaire. Where applicable, a brief response has been provided for further information.

Table 2.5 Summary of common issues raised by the public
Issue raised

Response

The role of the Stroudwater canal towpath, why not focus on
the towpath and upgrade this as it is already a popular route
for pedestrians and cyclists.

The value of the Stroudwater Canal towpath as a recreational
route is recognised in this scheme and the proposals include
enhanced connections between A419 and the towpath to
encourage usage. However, even with upgrades, it would be
unsuitable for high flows of cyclists and has low natural
surveillance. See further detail in technical report section 2.5.

Road safety concerns at junctions and places along A419,
particularly Old Neighbourhood junction and St Mary’s corner.

See recommendation in technical report section 5.4.

Roads connecting A419 are steep ‘pitches’ with poor/no
provision for cyclists. This will prevent cyclists from reaching
the Golden Valley route, infrastructure needed on connecting
routes as well.

Upgrades to connecting roads are not included in this stage of the
project but is recommended as a future intervention, particulary as
the uptake of e-bikes is predicted to grow in the near future to
overcome hilliness and encourage longer distance journeys.

High risk of displacement of traffic to the Commons route if
changes are made on A419.

See recommendation in technical report section 5.5.

Cycling is not an option for me due to physical inability, age,
poor weather conditions or travel distance.

The proposed infrastructure is inherently highly inclusive and does
not promote barriers such as guardrails or bollards. The Golden
standard would enable people of all abilities to access and use the
route, with adapted bikes and e-bikes.

Lack of street lightning/overgrown street lightning make
sections along the current A419 very unsafe for cyclists.

The scheme includes new street lightning along the Golden Valley
Route. Regular maintenance of the infrastructure and adjacent
vegetation is recommended to keep it safe and operational
throughout the year.

Not safe to be cycling or walking along A419, footways
inconsistent and in poor condition.

The scheme includes upgraded footways along the entire Golden
Valley Route. Furthermore, more crossings are proposed to
increase north-south connections.

Access and connectivity to jobs and education for local young
adults is important to prevent Stroud and the Golden Valley
becoming a ‘commuter town’ to London.

The Golden Valley Route would increase connectivity for
individuals without access to a car. Proposals also include
enhanced interaction between bus and cycle facilties.
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3
QUESTIONNAIRE - QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES
A419 Stroud to Chalford Questionnaire
382 responses
Demographics - Please select
382 out of 382 answered

Please select all that apply
371 out of 382 answered
1 Resident 91%/ 339 resp.

1 Male 50%/ 193 resp.
2 Work 35% / 133 resp.
2 Female 48% / 184 resp.
3 Business 10% / 38 resp.
3 Prefer not to say 1% / 4 resp.
4 Student or pupil 6%/ 23 resp.
4 Other 0% / 1 resp.
5 Other 5% / 20 resp.

Age categories
381 out of 382 answered
1 45-54 28% / 110 resp.

6 Visitor 4%/ 15 resp.

Which of these locations best applies to you?
375 out of 382 answered

2 55-64 23%/ 89 resp.
1 Stroud 41%/ 155 resp.
3 35-44 19%/ 73 resp.
2 Chalford 28%/ 105 resp.
4 65-74 13% / 52 resp.
3 Rodborough 9%/ 37 resp.
5 25-34 8%/ 31 resp.
4 Brimscombe 8%/ 31 resp.
6 16-24 3%/ 14 resp.
5 Thrupp 6%/ 25 resp.
7 11-15 1% / 7 resp.
6 Minchinhampton 5%/ 22 resp.
8 Over 75 1%/ 5 resp.
9 0-10 0%/ 0 resp.

Do you currently cycle along the A419 between
Stroud and Chalford?
381 out of 382 answered
1 No 62%/ 237 resp.
2 Yes 37%/ 144 resp.

Do you currently walk along the A419 between
Stroud and Chalford?
379 out of 382 answered
1 No 64%/ 246 resp.
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2 Yes 35%/ 133 resp.

Do you currently cycle along the canal tow-path
between Stroud and Chalford?
377 out of 382 answered

Reduction in pollution
377 out of 382 answered
4.5 Average rating
0 - 1%/ 4 resp

1 No 52%/ 199 resp.
1 - 0%/. 3 resp.
2 Yes 47%/ 178 resp.
2 - 5%/. 19 resp

Do you currently walk along the canal tow-path
between Stroud and Chalford?
379 out of 382 answered

3- 7%/ 27 resp
4- 16%/. 61 resp

1 Yes 78%/ 299 resp.
5 -69%/. 263 resp
2 No 21%/ 80 resp.

An active, green transport corridor with safe
walking and cycling infrastructure could provide
many benefits. From 1 to 5, please rate how
important the follow are to you (5 is the most
important and 1 the least important)

Reduced vehicle traffic speed, more/safer
crossings
377 out of 382 answered
4.2 Average rating

Improved physical and mental health
377 out of 382 answered
4.5 average score

0-2%/9 resp.

0- 0% /3 resp.

2-5%/19 resp

1-1%/4 resp.

3-7%/29 resp

2- 1%/ 5 resp.

4-20%/78 resp

3- 8%/33 resp.

5-60%/229 resp.

1-3%/13 resp.

4 -18%/69 resp.
5-69%/ 263 resp.

Reduction in traffic noise
376 out of 382 answered
3.8 Average score

Reduced impact on local environment and
climate change
375 out of 382 answered
4.5 Average rating
0-1%/6 resp.

0- 2% / 9 resp.

1-1%/4 resp.

1 -3%/12 resp

2-3%/14 resp.

2- 10%/41 resp.

3-6%/24 resp.

3- 18%/71 resp

4-16%/62 resp.

4 -23%/90 resp

5-70%/265 resp.

5-40%/153 resp.
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More children able to safely walk and cycle to
school
377 out of 382 answered
4.5 Average rating

Improve/support local economy
375 out of 382 answered
4.1 Average rating
0-1%/6 resp.

0-1%/7 resp.
1-1%/4 resp.
1-0%/2 resp.
2-6%/26 resp.
2-2%/10 resp.
3-16%/60 resp.
3-7%/28 resp.
4-28%/105 resp.
4-12%/46 resp.
5-46%/174 resp.
5-75%/284 resp.

Safe and pleasant walking and cycling to access
more places along the route
375 out of 382 answered
4.5 Average rating

Better connections to recreational walking and
cycling
376 out of 382 answered
4.4 Average rating
0-1%/6 resp.

0-1%/4 resp.

1-0%/3 resp.

1-0%/3 resp.

2-2%/9 resp.

2-3%/14 resp.

3-12%/48 resp.

3-5%/20 resp.

4-19%/72 resp.

4-17%/64 resp.

5-63%/238 resp.

5-72%/270 resp.

What is currently preventing you from Walking
more?
366 out of 382 answered

More attractive living environment
377 out of 382 answered
4.3 Average rating

1 Speeding vehicles 70%/ 257 resp.
2 Exposure to noise and air pollution 68%/ 250 resp.

0-1%/5 resp
3 Missing/narrow/uneven footways 64%/ 236 resp.
1-1%/5 resp.
4 Unpleasant environment 60%/ 220 resp.
2-4%/18 resp.
5 Unsafe crossings 47%/ 173 resp.
3-9%/37 resp.
6 Footway parking 25%/ 92 resp.
4-25%/95 resp.
7 Lack of lighting 18%/ 69 resp.
5-57%/217 resp.
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What is currently preventing you from Cycling
more?
365 out of 382 answered
1 Lack of safe, segregated cycling infrastructure
78%/ 288 resp.

To cycle on safe, segregated cycling infrastructure
along the A419 from Stroud to Chalford could
take 20-25 minutes.
Would you consider doing this?
378 out of 382 answered
1 Yes 70%/ 267 resp.

2 Speeding vehicles 75%/ 277 resp.
3 Exposure to noise and air pollution 58%/ 215 resp.

2 Maybe, depends on how good the cycling route is
22%/ 83 resp.

4 Lack of secure cycle parking 19%/ 70 resp.

3 No 7%/ 28 resp.

5 Don't have a bike or E-cycle 13%/ 48 resp.
6 Don't know how to cycle 1%/ 4 resp.

What is currently preventing you from taking
the Bus more?
340 out of 382 answered

To cycle on safe, segregated cycling infrastructure
along the A419 from Stroud to
Chalford would take 15 to 20 minutes with an ecycle (electrically-assisted). E-cycles
make getting up steep hillsides, as well as use of
cargo bikes or trikes easier.
Would you consider doing this?
371 out of 382 answered

1 Infrequent service/unreliability 90%/ 308 resp.
1 Yes 55%/ 205 resp.
2 Cost 35%/ 121 resp.
2 No 25%/ 93 resp.
3 Lack of bus shelters 10%/ 36 resp.
4 Difficult to access bus stops 9%/33 resp.
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3 Maybe, depends on how good the cycling route is
19%/ 73 resp.

4
STAKEHOLDER COMMENTS

4.1

Comments from Client Group

Strategic approach
Embedding the project in the NDP and Local Plan is key. Emphasise somewhere near the beginning that the
project will massively benefit walking too, as the footway peters out in at least four places. Just thinking that
we need to show that it's good for all forms of active travel, not just getting people on their bikes. In fact,
driving will be a lot safer and easier for people trying to get out of their driveways or side streets or parked
positions into the flow of now slower-moving traffic.
Links
Consider the links to existing destinations e.g. schools and new developments e.g. Wimberley Park
Traffic on the A419 and management of traffic around busy junctions such as Toadsmoor and Brimscombe
Corner are major concerns for residents. The challenge of Old Neighbourhood Road, the Cotswold wall on
the side of the church surrounding the cemetery, the fact that it is always being damaged and the drop
down to the A419 being a difficult right turn if cars are parked in front of the Church as there is nowhere else
for cars to park.
Speed
Reducing the speed is important - I tend to feel that 30mph with 20mph zones would be more realistic.
Need some serious thought about how to enforce the limits - I favour average speed cameras along the
whole route.
Convincing people of the benefits of lower speeds will be important - would be great to get some estimates
on how it will change typical journey times, increase capacity, reduce pollution as well as the safety issues.
Place-making challenges
The benefits of an 'active' front for the Brimscombe Port development is being sold because of the benefits
to the road users - view of Port Mills from your car/bicycle, village feel to drive/cycle through. Need to think
what is beneficial to the new residents of and visitors to the redeveloped Brimscombe Port - active site lines
from the road to Port mills also mean noise and air pollution penetration in the opposite direction.
Displacement of traffic
It is essential that the Commons roads, principally the spine road from Aston Down to The Butts (and on to
the Golden Cross), but also those roads down from Tom Long's Post and Bear and Butterrow Hills, are fully
included in any plans for the A419 and are worked up, and consulted on, in parallel.
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4.2

Gloucestershire County Council - Principle Office Response

Comments provided as the GCC principle officer response to the study; GCC have not carried out a detailed
review of all the drawings and as such do not review the feasibility or the potential road safety implications
of the scheme.
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

A419 is a strategic/principal route for HGVs– as determined by the County wide Lorry Management Zone
– and so any scheme cannot restrict access for HGVs. Furthermore any design would need to give careful
consideration to the multitude of transport users who use the route; for example teenagers getting on
and off the bus along the A419 corridor, as the A419 also serves as an important bus route for secondary
schools in Stroud and Cirencester.
Having a footway on only one side of the road could be an issue as it may encourage pedestrians to walk
along the dedicated cycleway.
At present GCC has a preferred cycle/pedestrian accessibility scheme identified for the A419 corridor,
which involves improvements to the canal towpath. We do acknowledge the current concerns about
cyclists using this route and the limitations of this route. It might be possible to consider and promote
both routes, but we would not want to be in a position where these two adjacent schemes are
competing and detracting from each other.
Any scheme on this route cannot result in capacity being lost from the existing carriageway (any increase
in congestion on the A419 could encourage traffic to divert across Rodborough and Minchinhampton
Common) and it must be able to accommodate projected growth in all classifications of traffic.
It is important to consider a potential phased approach to the overall vision that would allow parts of the
proposals, e.g. improvements at certain ‘village’, on the A419 to be implemented as and when funding
becomes available (e.g. through developer contributions). However, this phased approach would have to
clearly indicate how any improvements to cycle infrastructure would link in with the wider network, to
avoid a situation where parts are implemented, leaving cyclists stranded further along.
The level of cycling they study is designed for is very high and any business case for funding in the future
would have to prove that a significant increase in cycling can be achieved, to justify the costs. Just to put
this into context: The DfT supported ‘propensity to cycle’ tool estimates that based on the 2011 census,
trips to work made by bike are current at 0 %-4 %. In a ‘go Dutch’ scenario, this could be increased to
4 %-6 %.
A scheme of this scope can only be delivered through significant external funding. GCC budgets will
become even more stretched going forward so funds are likely to be concentrated on maintaining
existing infrastructure rather than enhancements. Possible external funds would be developers vis s106
and CIL, LEP, DfT bids. Strong business cases would be needed to support applications to the last two.
The scheme should take account of the requirements of residents to park on or near the highway, in the
short term and the long term.
Specific engineering and highway/traffic issues such as speed limit changes, retaining walls and use of
private land can be discussed at detailed design stage, but need to be considered as part of any
feasibility work.
One of the challenges is that the route needs to be optimal along its whole extent; bottle necks or bits
which are oppressive due to topography and traffic flows will deter people from cycling the entire route.

We very much like the ambition, innovation and vision of the study; such as place making and
villages/neighbourhoods along the corridor informing the design rather than simply considering a linear
transport corridor. The goal of reflecting the rural and historic industrial heritage of the wider environment is
one that we support. A master vision for the whole valley needs to be created to ensure everything fit
together properly. This would assist with any bids as it could be part of a whole regeneration package bring
former industrial properties back into use, restoring the canal, creating new housing, dealing with flood
issues as well as transport needs.
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5
ROUTE ALIGNMENT CONCEPT SKETCHES
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