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Background

Approach

Method

In December 2018, Stroud Town Council declared
a climate emergency and committed to becoming a
carbon-neutral organisation by 2030.

Recognising that places are dynamic and complex, the
team followed a multi-method approach incorporating
a range of techniques to develop broad understanding
and insight.

The method followed a three-stage process;

As a result, the council seeks ways to facilitate and
encourage the community to reduce direct and indirect
CO2 emissions and to become resilient to changes
caused by the changing climate.
As part of this, wherever possible the council try to
encourage more sustainable modes of transport,
especially walking and cycling, and currently has
several projects which look to facilitate this.
The Stroud Street Spaces forms one of these projects.

Purpose of Report
The primary aim of the report is to identify
opportunities to improve street space for walking and
cycling in the Stroud Town Neighbourhood Plan Area.
The findings will then feed into the Neighbourhood Plan
Review process.
The analysis also considers a range of other relevant
factors including for example the approach to car
parking, opportunities for public rest/meeting points
and accessibility considerations e.g. for people with
dementia.

This included a desktop analysis of available data,
previous research and the policy context. Alongside,
the team undertook a spatial and movement analysis
from the strategic to street level to understand the
form, flow, function and physical characteristics of
place.
Additionally, in recognition that different people have
different lived experiences of place, the team also
undertook wide-ranging primary research to develop
understanding from a variety of user perspectives. This
involved reaching out and engaging directly with people
to understand their experience and perspectives on
Stroud, gaining an understanding of human behaviour
and interactions in an everyday setting.
Bringing together and analysing the salient findings
from each of these approaches helped to develop a
richer and fuller picture and enabled more imaginative
and locally responsive proposals.

Stage 1: Analysis & Research
•
•
•
•

Desktop Review & Analysis
Stakeholder and User Group Mapping
Routes & Movement Analysis
Stakeholder & Community Engagement;
- 1-1 interviews
- Focus Groups
- Interactive On-street Drop-In Event
- Online Survey (Commonplace)

Stage 2: Developing Options
•
•
•

Strategic Spatial Analysis
Strategic Spatial Framework Plan
Illustrative Concept Proposals for Key
Spaces

Stage 3: Identify Interim and Pilot Projects

TEXT

Analysis & Research
Understanding the spatial and movement
characteristics of Stroud Town Centre and
the user experience
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As a first step the team undertook a review of local and
national policy context, previous reports and available
evidence.
Below, we highlight which reports were reviewed and
summarise some of key policies and findings;
Gear change: a bold vision for cycling and walking:
Department for Transport
•

It highlights the following themes;

- Better streets for cycling and people
- Putting cycling and walking at the heart of transport,
place making and health policy
- Empowering and encouraging local authorities; and
we will enable people to cycle and protect them when
they cycle
Cycle infrastructure design (LTN 1/20) Department
for Transport 2020
•

LTN 1/20 provides guidance on the design of
cycle infrastructure. It aims for a “national default
position where high-quality cycle infrastructure is
provided”

Cycling and walking investment strategy
Department for Transport 2017
•

Outlines the Government’s ambition “to make
cycling and walking a natural choice for shorter
journeys, or as part of a longer journey” through
delivering better safety, better mobility and better
streets for walking and cycling.

“England will be a great walking and cycling nation. Places will be truly
walkable. A travel revolution in our streets, towns and communities will have
made cycling a mass form of transit. Cycling and walking will be the natural
first choice for many journeys with half of all journeys in towns and cities
being cycled or walked by 2030”
Gear change: a bold vision for cycling and walking: Department for Transport 2020

“We aim to double cycling, where cycling activity is measured as the
estimated total number of cycle stages made each year, from 0.8 billion
stages in 2013 to 1.6 billion stages in 2025. We aim to increase walking
activity, where walking activity is measured as the total number of walking
stages per person per year, to 300 stages per person per year in 2025. We
will increase the percentage of children aged 5 to 10 that usually walk to
school from 49% in 2014 to 55% in 2025.”
Cycling and walking investment strategy Department for Transport 2017

Desktop Review & Policy Context
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Stroud Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan
•

•

•
•

The creation of an Local Cycling Walking and
Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP) is a strategic process
for identifying cycling and walking improvements
required at a local level
This document is the first iteration of
Gloucestershire County Council’s LCWIP for the
town of Stroud and the surrounding area, including
Stonehouse.
Propensity to Cycle Tool (PCT) and Route Selection
Tool reinforces the importance of strategic routes
Focus on strategic connections including;

- Stonehouse - Chalford (A419 ‘Golden Valley’ Route)
- Stonehouse - Nailsworth
- Paganhill to Stratford Park / Stratford Park to Stroud
(Beeches Green)
- Dudridge & Stonehouse (Cainscross Road)
- Rodborough Disused railway
•

•

•

For Stroud Town Centre the focus is on creating a
‘Core Walking Zone’ & ‘Quiet on-road’ routes and it
suggests consideration of options to reduce traffic
flow and speed.
For Beeches Green it proposes a two-way cycle
track facility - but notes there is a“constrained
width for most of the link due to retaining
structures.”
Stakeholder input on Beeches Green highlights
it as a “Key Link to Stroud town centre - few
alternatives .. Provides key link between college,
leisure centre and into town centre”

“Getting into Stroud by car is confusing. One-way systems, gyratory roads and
poorly signed car parks create unnecessary journeys within the historic centre.
This creates an unpleasant environment for pedestrians and makes access for
essential motorists more difficult”
Stroud Public Realm Strategy

“The cycle network is not coherent and does not align well with
natural desire lines to enable people to get to key destinations”
Stroud Sustainable Transport Strategy

Desktop Review & Policy Context
Stroud Public Realm Strategy 2009
The report highlighted the following priorities for
change;
•
•
•
•

•
•

A clear sense of arrival, where points of entry
announce the uniqueness of the historic centre.
A simple, consistent and coherent street structure
that gives priority to pedestrians.
A consistent and attractive streetscape that
encourages people to explore the town on foot.
An inviting network of streets that are clean and
well lit, offering safe and efficient connections
between key attractions.
A streetscape quality that matches the existing
qualities of the buildings and independent retailers.
Distinctive spaces that attract people and provide
opportunities for events, relaxation, meeting up
and dwell time whilst shopping.

Proposals focussed on the following locations;
•
•
•
•
•
•

Gateways and arrival spaces
Upper end of the High Street
King Street / Five Valleys entrance
Connecting retail streets
Bank Gardens
Subscription Rooms forecourt

It also highlighted the need for “a coordinated
approach to access and parking... Getting into Stroud by
car is confusing. One-way systems, gyratory roads and
poorly signed car parks create unnecessary journeys
within the historic centre....

..This creates an unpleasant environment for
pedestrians and makes access for essential motorists
more difficult. All of which serves to discourage potential
visitors”
Assessing Stroud’s Cycling Potential. The case for
levelling up cycling infrastructure in a medium-sized
town. Stroud Active 2021
•
•
•

Presents findings from an online survey completed
in January 2021 by 361 local residents.
The high number of responses to the survey is itself
indicative of a level of interest in this topic locally
Cycling is thought to be primarily a leisure pursuit
in Stroud, rather than utility or transportation e.g. 27% of survey respondents who cycle never
cycle to meet friends, attend appointments, or go
shopping
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“women in particular are not enjoying
the full benefits of cycling as a result of
a lack of safe and enjoyable routes“
Assessing Stroud’s Cycling Potential
Stroud Active 2021

“Segregated cycling routes will
encourage more people to cycle ”
Assessing Stroud’s Cycling Potential Stroud

It states the following;
•

•

•

“Stroud has the preconditions to be a town in
which cycling forms a high proportion of journeys.
However, this potential will not be realised if Stroud
remains a ‘left behind’ town in terms of its cycling
infrastructure”
“Women aren’t enjoying cycling or even attempting
to cycle due to lack of safe infrastructure and
enjoyable routes”
“These results suggest that segregated cycling
routes, regardless of whether they are more effective
than improved junction layouts at improving cycling
safety, will encourage more people to cycle more in
Stroud”

“Street conditions are not conducive to
prioritising active travellers”
Stroud Station Feasibility Study September
2019

Desktop Review & Policy Context
Shaping the Heart of Stroud - Adopted Stroud Town
Centre Neighbourhood Development Plan 2016
The current neighbourhood development plan
highlighted that cycling is inhibited by the steep
topography of the town centre, but also the widths of
roads and traffic conditions. It proposed the following
interventions;
•
•

•
•
•

•

Negotiating a new pedestrian/cycle route through
Merrywalks green strip
New pedestrian crossings at bottom of Bath
Rd at Wallbridge & Cainscross Rd/The Hill and
Cainscross to Rowcroft
Improved access for pedestrians on London Rd
Stratford Parkway connection to town-centre
New bridge over the canal to Capel’s Mill to join up
towpaths link with a footpath from Rodborough and
Butterow
Cycling contraflow and well-marked cycle lanes in
town-centre

Stroud Town Council: Evidence Base and Policy
Development (Aecom)
Drafted in support of the development of a
Neighbourhood Plan for Stroud’s central designated
area. Amongst its recommendations;
•

•

Need for more explicit encouragement of, and
references to, cycling infrastructure in the public
realm
Need for more explicit encouragement of, and
references to, walking in the public realm

Stroud Station Feasibility Study September 2019
The report outlines a spatial vision and an overarching
plan for improving the railway site in the town. Amongst
its analysis it highlights the following challenges;
•

Area Connectivity

“The station site can only be accessed at two points
with few options to connect to the immediate area.
This creates ‘dead’ spaces and limits area ‘vitality’,
perceptions of safety and the ease by which to get
between places of interest nearby.”
•

User Conflict

“The dominance of car-based movements combined
with driver expectations and pedestrian behaviour,
across confined areas. Sightlines and visibility is limited
and street conditions are not conducive to prioritising
active travellers”
•

Parking Layouts

“The limited diversity of parking options and capacity
information across the town and the key challenges to
changing arrangements that imply losing or altering
spaces due to financial and legislative constraints”
It also highlighted a number of opportunities including;
•

Links to local Development

“A number of brownfield sites are primed for
redevelopment
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within the immediate vicinity of the station site. This
presents an opportunity for the timely coordination
of measures to unlock better station access and
suppressed rail demand.”
•

Model Interchange

“There is an appetite locally, within planning discourse
and across public feedback, for improving multi-modal
facilities; whether for making strategic journeys by
public transport,private transport, or by bike and foot
over the first-last mile”
Other Reports Reviewed;
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Golden Valley Route: A419 Stroud to Chalford
Inspiration Study
Stroud Sustainable Transport Strategy (2019)
Golden Valley Route Technical Report Appendices
Stroud Active Travel Consultation 2020
Cheapside Neighbourhood Opportunities Report
2013
Bike Parking In Stroud Town Centre (Map)
Cheapside Neighbourhood Report 2013
Cycle Logistic: A Platform co-operative Stroud
model prospective
Stroud Station Travel Plan
Station Forecourt Movement Analysis

Stakeholder & Community Engagement
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As part of the research, a user and stakeholder
mapping analysis was undertaken which identified
a number of different individuals and groups with
different roles and perspectives of the town-centre.
Interviews
& Focus
Groups;

This group were then engaged through a variety of
methods through semi-structured interviews, focus
groups and meetings with the aim of understanding a
range of user experiences of the town centre.

Gloucestershire
County Council
Stakeholder Meetings;

Stroud District
Council
Head of
Planning

Community
Service Manager
(incl. Car
Parking)

Strategic
Director of
Place.
Stroud District

Focus Group
with Stroud
Town and 5
Valleys Youth
(ST5V) Forum

Officers leading
on Local Cycle
and Walking
Infrastructure Plan

Officers &
Consultants
leading non car
parking review

Bike Drop CIC;
A bike delivery
company based
in Stroud

Stroud Valley
Cycle Campaign

Visit
Gloucestershire

Forums &
Committees;

Stroud
Regeneration
Committee

Stroud Chamber
of Commerce

Stroud
Preservation
Trust

Stroud Cycling
Summit May

A local
dementia
carer (from
Care UK)

Gloucestershire
Community Rail
Partnership

Cycling
commuter who
cycles with
children to
school

Stakeholder & Community Engagement
Pop-up Street Stall
The drop-in street stall was an opportunity to engage
with the wider public including those not online.
It was also an opportunity to pose questions to the
public and co-create ideas for positive change around
making it easier to walk and cycle in Stroud towncentre.
More than 60 members of the public visited the stall
and engaged in 1-1 and group discussion.
Two techniques were used at the street stall. Firstly,
gathering responses about what people liked, disliked
and would change in Stroud town-centre on the topic
of walking and cycling.
And, secondly, model making with participants to
explore how these changes could be developed in key
locations around the town-centre.

60+
People
engaged

10

Stakeholder & Community Engagement

11

Online Survey (Commonplace platform)
Alongside the interviews, focus groups and street
stall event, there was also an online community
engagement web page set up - utilising the
‘Commonplace’ platform.
Building on previous digital engagement initiatives in
Stroud, the focus was on six key locations within the
town-centre which had been identified as key areas of
focus through community and stakeholder engagement
and spatial analysis. Each location had a series of
closed and open questions relating to that location.
However, participants also had the option to add
comments/ideas to any location on the interactive map.

342
Visitors

Additionally, the platform hosted a dedicated
business survey to enable focussed engagement with
businesses on practical everyday needs such as stock
deliveries.

200+
Contributions

75

Respondents

Routes & Movement
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© Crown copyright and database rights 2021
OS 100019682

Alongside the community and stakeholder engagement process, an analysis of
routes and movement was undertaken. This enabled us to develop an understanding
of how the town-centre functions. This included drawing on available secondary
data, for example a Strava heat map for Stroud.
Amongst, the key findings were;
•

Stroud town-centre is relatively compact and most places are within five-minute
walking distance. However, this does not take into account the quality or directness of routes.

•

According to Strava, the current key cycling routes are along the main strategic
routes that skirt around the edge of the town-centre. Within the town-centre
they are Rowcroft, King Street, Russell Street and George Street.

•

There are a number of key arrival spaces close to the town-centre, including a
plethora of car parks, bus interchange at Merrywalks and Stroud train station in
the centre.

Pedestrian network

Source: Strava
Cycling Heatmap

Key Arrival Points

Main routes taken by cyclists

Accident Data
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NOTES:

© Crown copyright and database rights 2021 OS Licence
100056454.

An analysis of accident data for the study area was
undertaken and below is a summary of the key
findings.

KEY

N

'Slight'
'Serious'
'Fatal'

15) 26/08/17
1 CASUALTY
1 VEHICLE INVOLVED

13) 10/11/15
2 CASUALTIES
2 VEHICLES INVOLVED
27) 03/01/18
1 CASUALTY
1 VEHICLE INVOLVED

sts
Po

23
R STREE
T

CESTE
GLOU

16
RCH
CHU
Sham
bles
The

m
69.2

47

e
us
Ho
ers
inn

35

to
1

E

LAN

to 18

ne
La

RE
ST

7

20 to 26

RE

re
30

Fern
Royal

a

10

e

rag

.0m

Ga

85

90.5m

CLIENT:

6

SUTTON GARDENS

CW

MIDDLE STREET

78

73
oy

kb

5

ac

Bl

72

18
7

Castle Court

10

House

The Rowans

Melbourne

pti

st

14

Ho

us

e

83.8m

STR

EET

Larkhill

5
12

11

LB

1

84.7m

57.0m

H
Corbett House

61

86.3m
54 53

51

DRAWING NUMBER:

2111

19a

88.7m

50

42

01

SCALE (AT A3):

NTS

63

SHEET NUMBER:

8

G

E

SHEET NUMBER 1 OF 1

RIN

STL

56

55

60

SP

31

The Old Surgery
5
to
1

81.7m

E CA

Lappa
Kia

18

LOWER STREET

Lime House

4) 09/09/16
1 CASUALTY
1 VEHICLE INVOLVED

TH

6

Ba

Camden

6) 07/11/18
1 CASUALTY
1 VEHICLE INVOLVED

PITC

The Old
Coal Yard

7a

Hemlock Well

The Manse
Gardens

10

2.0

7b
7c

TLE

Y

to

WA

CAS

'S

36

ON

LE

WT

ST

IDE

NE

PROJECT REF:

19

CA

DR

STROUD DISTRICT
COUNCIL

El
Sub Sta

Zamek

13

me

27/10/16
1 CASUALTY
2 VEHICLES INVOLVED

19

to

f

De

N GARDENS

Th

Castle

Villas

1

ns

rde

Ga

e
MaBr
ll unel

lton
4

43

Issues

Fro

MP

7e

ES

er

STROUD'S
STREET SPACES

to 50

38 to 46

Ac

FW
De
f

28 to 36

AC

Sw

38

Sp

ET

Lane

an

R'S

to

12

FAR

13

1b

32

14

56

y

Bd

ILL

12 to 18

Works

7a

75

PH

6

B
TC
m
43.9

36

rd

CORNH

37

FB

YW
AL
KS
ME

43
.3m

RR
Me
rryw
(Go
alk
ver
s Ho
nm
use
ent
Off
ice
s)

FB

k

Par

Car

19

Union Street

10

Orlyn

Car

26

2 to

43

Wa

17

34

80 79

AD

OM

Riv

PROJECT:

24) 20/10/17
1 CASUALTY
2 VEHICLES INVOLVED
Posts

RO

27

15

Citadel

26

rt

ON

2

30

BATH STREET

ub

Cl

m
St
rea
ck
wi
ins
Pa

43

28

ce
rra
Te
on
eld
M

ry
sa
Ro
e
Th

48

Sta
El Sub

hins

ke

Multistorey

FR

8) 11/05/18
1 CASUALTY
2 VEHICLES INVOLVED

g

Wit

se

roo

86.0m

Stroud Valley
Community
School

CARLTO

6

El Sub
Sta

a Hou

46

db

us
e
1 to
25

2

The
Clock House

Path (um)

La

SA

Ho

elbi

ND

LO

1 to

Mews
Cottage

PW

se
Ro es
ttag
Co

Haz

56

Park

Works

Wallb

man

ck

le Tra

Cyc

ETON
RE LS
ST NE

to

(Club)

House
ridge

Dis
50.6m

The
Bungalow

Carlton

47

El Sub Sta

Car

41

COU

RT

ers

6

54
a

h

Rai

LEY

av

1 to

57

Frome

to

El Sub Sta

WES

We

High View
Lodge

PH

50

50

Pat
y

lwa

tled

eld

ch
a

44.8m

d Bdy

& War
CR

31

Carlton
Bungalow

51

42.4m

1

.1m

Folly

14) 23/04/16
1 CASUALTY
1 VEHICLE INVOLVED
53

4a

26

Mount
Pleasant

Works

2) 23/09/15
1 CASUALTY
1 VEHICLE INVOLVED

8

Rig

ur

Entertainment

Grange

31) 15/01/19
2 CASUALTY
1 VEHICLE INVOLVED

77

27

36) 04/01/18
1 CASUALTY
1 VEHICLE INVOLVED

6c

62.8m

1 to 8
Clarendon
Court

Bath
Place

48.2m

9

The
Cross

24

15

ck
l

44

John Street

6b
6a

103.9m

71.9m

an

Sw

eet

LB

Cotswold
Chambers

Cinetti Villas

na

okfi

Ch

Lo
n Ca

50

Str

10

d Se

ver

CR NT STRE
IAME

ead

dle

Thimble
Cottage

Leazes House

PARL

Thr

nee

Holly Cottage

UPPER LEAZES

w

14
14a

ET

25

an

104.9m

13

1 to
Kendrick
7

t

11

e
House

es

ge
o Lod
Tog

21

30

ET

Clock
Tower

Hill Paul
1 to 40

am

d Bdy

rk

54

idg

br

all

E

CR

& War

61.0m

Lavender

12b

Vie

Police Station

r Pa

RE

ID

Th

RO

ED

t

ee

k Str

ric

nd

Ke

es

er Leaz

Tank

EN

IAM

RL

PA

Ca

ST

PS

rW

ED

GE

pe

10

16

23

Mast

EA

BA

Tank

to

CH

Up

GE

AD

TH

TCBs

23) 22/09/19
1 CASUALTY
1 VEHICLE INVOLVED

LLB
WA
Subway

Lower Wharf

Wharf House

59.4m

a

RID

Depot

River Frome

Five were recorded as ‘slight’
Four were recorded as ‘serious’
Two PIA involving a cyclist were recorded as ‘fatal’

L

12a

44.8m

22) 02/06/15
1 CASUALTY
2 VEHICLES INVOLVED

3) 05/01/17
1 CASUALTY
1 VEHICLE INVOLVED

ree

53

PC

Subscription
Rooms

EL

16

10

29) 22/01/16
1 CASUALTY
1 VEHICLE INVOLVED

Thames and Severn Canal

D
OR
DF P

BE

SS

to

Grove
Villas

St

Stroud

l

Hote

25) 30/11/15
1 CASUALTY
2 VEHICLES INVOLVED

24

4

ET

RE

ST

RU

1a

39.0m

4c

17

14

Bankfield

Club

RO

n

13

38.4m

AD

N

IO

AT

ST

tio

Stroudwater Court

Stroudwater Canal

Russell

7) 10/07/19
1 CASUALTY
1 VEHICLE INVOLVED

Sta

gh

a

30) 07/06/15
1 CASUALTY
1 VEHICLE INVOLVED

1 to 15

Stroud House
Axiom

Imperial

Hall

21

FT

RO

WC

RO

Lion House

DATE

Low

97.8m

T CL

48

Hi

8

52.1m

12

Rowcroft

SS ROAD

ESS

58

13

OR
GE

39) 17/10/18
1 CASUALTY
2 VEHICLES INVOLVED

nk

22/06/21

BY

4

3 8

34) 21/07/16
1 CASUALTY
1 VEHICLE INVOLVED

2

RYELE

7

Ba
Statue

CAINSCRO

Lock

65

Kings

47.2m

1) 17/03/20
1 CASUALTY
1 VEHICLE INVOLVED

63

1

Place

23/04/18
10) 15/02/18
1 CASUALTY
1 CASUALTY
2 VEHICLE INVOLVED 1 VEHICLES INVOLVED

4a

5

AH

REASON FOR REVISION

Cedar House

ROAD

29

AZE CLOSE

Witheys
Yard

60

S
KE
W E
FA AC
PL

2.2

49

.3m

46

28

eton

Dirl

11 (26%) of the recorded PIA involved a pedal cycle. Of
the 11 PIA involving a pedal cycle:

10

e
Centr

41) 11/01/20
1 CASUALTY
2 VEHICLES INVOLVED

Shelter

MP

18

Bro

T

66
67

EA

38
34

61

21) 22/12/15
1 CASUALTY
2 VEHICLES INVOLVED
5

L

Updated PIA search area

Ryleaze

19) 12/12/15
1 CASUALTY
1 VEHICLE INVOLVED

RYELEAZE

62

e

TH

A
ISSUE

Centre

68.9m

16

Pa

old
tsw
Co vision
and Pro
oud tive ool
Str rna Sch
Alte
Belle Vue

Church Court

St Lawrence's

3

et
to
Stre
King
.7m
56

rad

22

E HIL

66.4m

SD

Bank Gardens

TR

26

Whitminster Centre

VE

RE

27

Vicarage

18

FT

t

AD

RO

GRO

RO

duc

25

E

VU

Lansdown
5

to

3

57.3m

31 41
39

12) 19/07/18
1 CASUALTY
1 VEHICLE INVOLVED

0m

46.
Via

29

21

E

LL

BE

5a

47
37

WC

ks

Youth Centre

LIME

24

ld
rfie
Ga a
Vill

an

Gospel

Library

7c

LB

to

63

42

12a

lks

Sla

nb

2

.4m

60

OW

KR

IC

BR

.1m

33

d Bro

ee

Ce

Bungalow Betty

59

57

52

55.2m

63

35) 17/06/19
1 CASUALTY
1 VEHICLE INVOLVED

e

ntr

g

pin

op

Sh

ok

Gr

rge

Su

23

wa

Catholic
Primary School

ry

Multistorey

ld

L

rry

20) 08/02/19
1 CASUALTY
1 VEHICLE INVOLVED

71
70

58
N

DOW

LANS

Park View

77
76

33

G HIL

Ye Old
Painswick Inn

Shelters

Me

24 (56%) were recorded as ‘slight’
15 (35%) were recorded as ‘serious’
Four (9%) were recorded as ‘fatal’

t
Ar
of
ge seum
lle
Co d Mu
an

Coflats
Community

40) 14/01/20
1 CASUALTY
2 VEHICLES INVOLVED

The Briary

The

KIN

Su

59.7m

16) 15/01/19
1 CASUALTY
2 VEHICLES INVOLVED

The Old Convent
(Community Workshops)

St Bedes

hfie

El Sta
b

32

60

Superstore

House

Hig

LOC

Path

l

by

es

llow

Wi

EN

S GRE

CHE

53.3m

35

BEE

Plac

Mill

Brook

Slad

rbe

Issues

ehil

Pr

Health Centre

rook

Millb

Factory

Edg

26b
26a

22

Inve

ROA

20

e

Tks

D

SLAD

46.3m

FW
y
Bd

rd

Wa

e
the lat n
cu tio
ma ep
Im nc
Co

of

40

NE

LA

•
•
•

40

47.5m

Springfield

CW

CP

School

RO

•
•
•

18) 08/08/18
1 CASUALTY
1 VEHICLE INVOLVED

El
Sub Sta

Hartwood

Special

s

56.1m
GP

17) 13/10/15
1 CASUALTY
2 VEHICLES INVOLVED

St Rose's

W
ork

Filling Station

2

32) 30/06/18
1 CASUALTY
1 VEHICLE INVOLVED

Acorn

43 Personal Injury Accidents (PIA) have been recorded
in the most recent 5.5 year period (1st January 2015 –
30th June 2020 (with the last 6 months being provision
data only)). Of the 43 PIA:

37) 13/11/18
1 CASUALTY
2 VEHICLES INVOLVED

22 (54%) of the recorded PIA involved a pedestrian
casualty. Of the 22 PIA involving a pedestrian:

33) 28/09/19
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2 VEHICLES INVOLVED

11) 26/11/19
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2 VEHICLES INVOLVED

5) 29/10/15
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Highgate
www.highgatetransportation.co.uk
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•
•
•

12 were recorded as ‘slight’
Eight were recorded as ‘serious’
Two PIA involving a pedestrian were recorded as
‘fatal’

One ‘fatal’ PIA recorded in 2016 on Bisley Road
and occurred between a car travelling east, on a
right-hand bend and a cyclist travelling west, on a
left-hand bend

TITLE:

ACCIDENT PLOT DIAGRAM
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•

One ‘fatal’ PIA was recorded in 2018 on Stratford
Road and occurred between a car travelling north
along the carriageway and a pedestrian crossing
from the driver’s offside

•

One ‘fatal’ PIA recorded in 2018 on Cainscross
Road and occurred between a car travelling west
along the carriageway and a cyclist proceeding
normally along the carriageway eastbound.

The four ‘fatal’ PIA are summarised below:
•

First Floor, 43-45 Park Street
Bristol BS1 5NL
01179 349 121
© Highgate Transportation Limited

•
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One ‘fatal’ PIA was recorded in 2020 on Cainscross
Road and occurred between a goods vehicle
proceeding normally along the carriageway and
a pedestrian crossing the road from the driver’s
nearside

Accident Data
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King Street

Merrywalks Roundabout

London Road

There was five PIA recorded on King Street, four
PIA were recorded on the carriageway accessible
by all vehicles and one PIA was recorded on the
pedestrianised area of King Street. The four PIA on
the carriageway accessible by all vehicles involved
three ‘slight’ PIA and one ‘serious’ PIA, which are
summarised as follows:

There were five PIA recorded on the Merrywalks /
Cainscross Road (A46) roundabout; two PIA were
recorded on Cainscross Road west, two PIA were
recorded on Rowcroft, and one PIA was recorded
on Cainscross Road south. The five PIA involved
three ‘slight’ PIA and two ‘serious’ PIA. These are
summarised as follows:

There was six PIA recorded on London Road, all of
which were recorded as ‘slight’ and can be summarised
as follows:

•

•

•

•

One ‘slight’ PIA was recorded in 2015 when a
collision occurred between a minibus slowing down
or stopping and a pedestrian in the carriageway
One ‘slight’ PIA was recorded in 2015 when
a collision occurred between a goods vehicle
travelling north and a parked car
One ‘slight’ PIA was recorded in 2019 when a
collision occurred between a taxi moving off and a
pedestrian in the carriageway
One ‘serious’ PIA was recorded in 2018 when a
collision occurred between a car travelling north on
King Street and a pedestrian

The one PIA recorded on the pedestrianised area
of King Street was recorded as ‘slight’ in 2019 and
occurred between a goods vehicle that was reversing
and a pedestrian.

•

•

•

•

•

One ‘slight’ PIA was recorded in 2015 when a
collision occurred between a car travelling north
and a cyclist in the act of turning right (west)
One ‘slight’ PIA was recorded in 2015 when a
collision occurred between a car travelling east,
changing lane to the right, and a cyclist, also
travelling east and passing another moving vehicle
on its offside
One ‘slight’ PIA was recorded in 2016 when a
collision occurred between a car travelling northwest and a pedestrian at a zebra crossing, crossing
from the driver’s offside
One ‘serious’ PIA was recorded in 2018 when a
collision occurred between a car and a motorcycle
both travelling south-west, the nearside of the
motorcycle impacted with the front of the car
One ‘serious’ PIA was recorded in 2020 when a
collision occurred between a pedal cycle and a car,
in which the cyclist impacted the open door of the
vehicle

•

•

•

•

•

•

One ‘slight’ PIA was recorded in 2015 when a
collision occurred between a car travelling north
and a pedestrian on the footway
One ‘slight’ PIA was recorded in 2015 when a
collision occurred between two cars, one car was
travelling north and the other car was moving off,
travelling south
One ‘slight’ PIA was recorded in 2016 when a
collision occurred between a car travelling north,
which impacted the kerb, and a pedestrian on the
footway
One ‘slight’ PIA was recorded in 2018 when a
collision occurred between a car travelling north
and a pedestrian on the footway
One ‘slight’ PIA was recorded in 2019 when a
collision occurred between a car moving off and a
pedestrian crossing from the driver’s nearside, not
at a crossing
One ‘slight’ PIA recorded in 2019 when a collision
occurred between a car moving off and a cyclist,
the nearside of the pedal cycle impacted with the
offside of the car

Car Parking Data
Initial Car Park Utilisation Analysis
To understand the typical car park capacity utilisation
across the six-car parks around the central area of
Stroud (operated by Stroud DC), an initial analysis of all
transactions recorded during a pre-pandemic month
(September 2019) has been carried out.
The arrival time and duration of the visit have been
used to calculate approximately how many spaces
were occupied at any given time i.e. if a vehicle arrived
at 13:00 and the duration of the visit is 120 minutes
then a car parking space is considered occupied from
13:00-15:00.
It should be noted that this analysis does not account
for vehicles that may have paid for a longer parking
duration than required. Given this, it can be viewed as
indicative only and we recommend a full parking beat
survey of all car parks is undertaken to understand
occupancy levels, and therefore spare capacity, more
fully.
From this, it can be seen that:
•

•

All car parks are busiest on Saturdays – with all
apart from the London Road Multi-Story Car Park
reaching maximum capacity
The typical weekday capacity utilisation (Monday
to Friday) across all car parks apart from Rowcroft
Road is typically around 60%-80%
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Findings: Challenge of Topography

Whilst, most respondents said this didn’t deter them
from walking, it did appear to discourage cycling.
Several respondents highlighted the potential of
electric bikes to address this but some also felt the cost
of e-bikes could be prohibitive for many.

“Walking in the town is good”

“Obstacle to cycling is Hills!”

“A lot of trouble with cycling round here are the hills.
I always thought it would be a good idea to have electric bikes
that you could rent as that would make it more accessible for
more people.”
Youth Forum respondent

© Crown copyright and database rights 2021 OS 100019682

A recurring theme to come out of interviews and the
street stall event was the challenging topography
around the town.
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Findings: Concrete Collar

17

One of the key findings arising was the barrier to
walking and cycling presented by road infrastructure
(notably the A46 and A419) and large junctions that
encircle the edge of Stroud town-centre, for example
the Merrywalks double mini-roundabout and Beeches
Green roundabout.
The research highlighted that people found these
spaces hostile for cycling and walking.

“Merrywalks is dominated by the buses. This makes it a noisy
and difficult to cross either on bike or foot as buses constantly
pulling in/out which can make it feel quite a threatening
environment for those on foot/bike. It feels like a very enclosed
space (height of building) which exacerbates the problems of
noise and pollution.”

© Crown copyright and database rights 2021 OS 100019682

“Roundabout - not cyclist and pedestrian friendly”

“Quite broken up lanes… short bursts but not linked”

“Wouldn’t go up London Rd”

Findings: Concrete Collar
‘Concrete Collar’ characteristics
Fragmented townscape
High volume of traffic
Imposing buildings
Lack of active frontages

18

Findings: Missing Cycle Links
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© Crown copyright and database rights 2021 OS 100019682

This ‘concrete collar’ interrupts the continuity of
walking and cycling routes to/from the town-centre,
including for example, strategic routes such as
National Cycle Network route 45.

Findings: Missing Cycle Links
The lack of continuity of cycle routes is also a feature of
the town centre which forces people on bikes to follow
indirect and heavily trafficked routes.
The predominance of one-way streets and cycling
prohibitions makes travelling across the town-centre, in
particular from south to north challenging.
There are a number of locations where small
extensions to routes or contra-flow sections could link
up routes across the centre.

“Google maps tells you to go down Gloucester Street but actually
that is one-way going up the hill and the alternative is very indirect
and unsafe ”
Interviewee: Cycling commuter (to Stroud College) who cycles with his
children to school across the town-centre highlighted that there is a lack
of safe, direct, continuous and legal cycling routes running across the
town centre

“One way streets in Stroud should have a separate painted
lane for cyclists to travel either way such as Gloucester Street
and Lower Street”

20

Findings: Arrival & Legibility
Another key theme emerging from the research was
a sense that the town centre wasn’t legible or easy to
navigate.
Many respondents highlighted the need for a simple,
de-cluttered and consistent palette of materials across
the town-centre. And, this was acutely felt by our
interviewee who is a carer for people with dementia
who explained that she tended to avoid taking
individuals into Stroud town-centre.

“Signposting needs to have pictures.. Wayfinding can
be difficult for people with dementia”

“Isn’t it about time Stroud started to cater for the more
vulnerable and disabled quite honestly the town is a
disgrace for people with mobility and other sensory
problems?”

“Too many different textures/colours are difficult for people
with dementia to read. Two tone pavements are really confusing
for some.. for example, they can’t differentiate between subtle
differences between road and pavement at High Street / King
Street”

21

Findings: Town-Centre Pedestrian Links
Research participants also highlighted the challenge of
crossing some of the junctions on foot within the towncentre due to the poor visibility and vehicle priority.

22

King Street, Rowcroft & Russell Street;

“There is high pedestrian activity, but traffic still has priority round
the corner, making the crossing intimidating for some people.”

“There are very few pedestrian crossings in the town. Those that
exist are set up for the convenience of motorists not pedestrians.
Push a button and wait 30 seconds. Why can‘t the lights be green
for pedestrians and let the motorists wait 30 seconds?”

“This junction on main pedestrian routes, and between two
pedestrianised areas, is currently vehicle priority for traffic
coming up Gloucester Street and turning sharp into Lansdown. It
should be pedestrian priority. Most of the traffic is simply looking
for free parking, so consideration should be given to reducing
the number of car spaces. If Gloucester Street has very narrow
pavements, and increasingly with e-bikes should become a twoway bike route. I suggest removing the parking along it, widening
one of the pavements and creating a contra-flow bike lane.”

“Create better surroundings for Sims clock with raised pavement
across whole road Russell St/Kendrick St/George St”

Findings: Streets as Social Places
Another area of interest from the research was around
creating more people-friendly public spaces with a
better balance between pedestrians and vehicles in the
town centre.

“Town should be pedestrianised, for all
but residents and access to businesses”

“Reinstate 7-day ban on private vehicles moving through the
town centre - Saturdays are so much better! If taxi/bus access is
required then install number plate recognition cameras”

“It doesn’t feel very safe to cycle up George Street towards the
Sub Rooms, as the road is narrow and cars cannot overtake but
sometimes drive close behind… It would be great if this whole
area could be a shared space with dropped curbs and priority for
pedestrians and cyclists”

23

Findings: Secure Bike Parking
Another recurring theme from nearly all the interviews
and focus groups (including the youth forum,
community rail partnership and many others) and
from our street stall event was the lack of secure cycle
parking in the town-centre.
Many respondents explained they were concerned that
bikes might be stolen and this discouraged them from
cycling into town-centre.

24

An issue I have with cycling is the lack of places to lock up bikes
safely, and means I have to carry around a heavy duty lock..
Could there be cycle lockers?”
Youth Forum Respondent

There was also a desire to see more cycle parking
in the centre of the town at key locations like the
Subscription Rooms.

“We need more safe places for lock bikes up right in
the centre of town including near the Subs Rooms”
Street Stall Attendee

Would like to see more safe places to leave an e-bike, like a bike
shed with repair and refill”
Street Stall Attendee

“There doesn’t seem to be any secure bike parking facilities. With
nowhere to store my e-bike at the shop I wouldn’t know where to
park it in town. Maybe better bike parking would help encourage
cyclists”
Business Survey

Findings: Narrowness of London Road
Another consistent piece of feedback was the
challenge presented by the narrow pavement on
London Road and there was a desire to see change
here both in the short term and longer term.

“It is very difficult to push a buggy up London Road… whilst we
wait for longer term change, can we make the pavements oneway on either side”
Street Stall Attendee

“Pavements along London Road should be widened on the lefthand side, going into town, to better accommodate pedestrians
and a cycle lane. Specifically from the roundabout joining the
London Rd car park.”
Online Survey

“The road for traffic would need to be reduced to a single lane,
this would result in either one-way traffic heading into town or a
signal controlled system for cars to pass.”
Online Survey
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Findings: Business Deliveries
The Chamber of Commerce was positive about how
businesses could support change in the town-centre
and the potential for piloting different types of delivery
models. However, they also highlighted that many
small businesses have limited control over when and
how deliveries arrive.

“We receive multiple deliveries every day. Pre Covid, some couriers
could have their timings specified for a significant extra cost but
most can’t. Since covid, the timed services have largely been dropped
due to high demand. We also have an almost constant stream of
customers (many who are elderly or infirm) who need to drop off and
collect their computers, many of which are large and heavy desktops
and printers”
Business Survey

“I understand the need to reduce traffic in the centre and I can
see the benefits but there needs to be a balance between helping
and hindering businesses; limiting short stay/on street parking,
deliveries and access to store fronts will be another blow for many
businesses still trying to get back on their feet after the last 18
months.”
Business Survey
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Findings: Car Parking Strategy
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Many respondents, including the Chamber of
Commerce, highlighted the need for greater clarity over
the car parking and pricing strategy for the town centre.
Indeed many interviewees highlighted that,
anecdotally, it appeared that many drivers were driving
around the inner gyratory of Rowcroft, King Street,
George Street and Russell Street several times looking
for an available car parking space whilst at the same
time there was capacity in the car parks on the edge of
the town centre.

“It’s about messaging.. Why is it free to park on the road in the
town-centre but you have to pay if you want to park in one of the
many car parks around the edge of the town-centre?”
Street Stall Attendee

“Stopping quick visits into town without adequate compensation for
businesses will cause them to suffer at a time they can ill afford it.
We need a good balance.”
Business Survey

“Free parking in the town centre versus parking charges in the
car parks. This tells motorists to drive into the centre of Stroud to
avail of free parking. A crazy incentive when we want cars out of
the town centre”
Online Survey

Summary Findings

•

Topography poses a challenge to more people travelling by bicycle

•

Stroud is partly encircled by a ‘concrete collar’ of road infrastructure which creates
uninviting places to walk and cycle. It also breaks up the connectivity of walking and
cycling routes to / from the town centre.

•

Stroud Town Centre is impermeable for people cycling, it has a number of one-way
systems and cycling is prohibited on a number of streets which create indirect and
unsafe routes for those wishing to cycle across the town-centre

•

Stroud town-centre lacks legibility and the arrival experience could be improved

•

There is a need to de-clutter and to create a simple palette of materials and approach to
street design that is consistent and provides inclusive access across the centre

•

There is a need to create more secure cycle parking in the centre of Stroud

•

Provision needs to be made for business deliveries and disabled parking in the centre
but there is also a need to review the approach to car parking both on-street and across
the car parks to discourage unnecessary car journeys into the town-centre

28
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Develop
How the analysis and
research shapes the priorities
for change

Strategic Design Framework
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Strategic Challenges - Existing
Drawing on the analysis, the key challenges can be
summarised as follows:

1

3

Impermeable ‘blocks’ with limited safe / legal routes
for walking and cycling.

2

1

Important connecting links within the town-centre
aren’t always comfortable, attractive or safe. In
addition, one way roads create difficult routes for
cyclists, resulting in ‘missing links’.

3
The ‘concrete collar’ is a barrier for people travelling on
foot or by bike.

4
Major gateways into the town-centre are difficult to
transition for those travelling on foot or bike.

4

2

Strategic Design Framework
Strategic Opportunities for Change

•
•

•

Improving the town-centre arrival experience at
key gateways
‘Breaking out’ of the concrete collar with more
crossings and a ‘softening of the edge’ to articulate
a lower speed environment
Prioritising walking and cycling in the town-centre
through changes to the street layout

31

Strategic Design Framework
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Design Objectives

Gateways
Clearer
transition,
connected and
inviting

Town-Centre
Links
Connecting
places in a more
continuous,
attractive and
safer way

Edge Spaces
Bridging the
barrier, softer &
safer

Gateways - To calm
vehicle traffic and
enhance the sense of
place and arrival

Town-centre links
- To provide safer,
attractive and more
frequent crossings
for walking continuity

Edge spaces - Improve
connectivity across
the edge spaces into
the town-centre

Gateways - To
improve connection
and legibility
with any existing
infrastructure assets
such as a canal
towpath, walking
routes, bus stops or
car parks

Town-centre links
- To improve links
between nodal points
within the towncentre and gateways.
Explore contraflow
cycle routes where
possible.

Edge spaces Segregated cycle
infrastructure where
possible

Town-Centre
Nodal Point

Interim Actions
& Pilot Projects

Create places for
people, providing
a welcoming
arrival
experience and
connectivity.

Actions to
take now to
demonstrate the
potential and
build momentum
towards change

Town-centre nodal
point - To de-clutter
the street space and
provide places to
socialise and rest

Town-centre nodal
point - To integrate
walking continuity,
crossing safety,
wayfinding & bike
parking

Undertake pilot
projects to test and
refine proposals

Strategic Design Framework
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Key Locations
© Crown copyright and database rights 2021 OS 100019682

Based on the analysis, six locations have been
identified as where most impact can be achieved.

1 - Merrywalks / Wallbridge Roundabouts
Gateway Space
2 - Gloucester St, High St, King St & Lansdown

3

Link & Nodal Point
3 - Merrywalks
Edge

1

2
5
6

4 - London Rd
Gateway Space &
Link
5 - Rowcroft & King St
Link & Nodal

6 - Sub Rooms & Sims Clock & George St
Link & Nodal Point

4

Concepts
Illustrative proposals
for key locations

Merrywalks & Wallbridge Roundabouts

35

Concept

Strategy
1 - Merrywalks & Wallbridge
Roundabouts
Gateway Space

By creating new pedestrian and cycle infrastructure, the
proposals look to bridge the gaps between Cainscross
Rd and Wallbridge/Rowcroft for those travelling on foot
or bike. Reclaiming space extends Wallbridge Green
and develops more opportunities to socialise and hold
events.

Design Objectives
To encourage calmer traffic speeds

•

Enhance the sense of place and arrival

To improve connection and legibility with any existing
infrastructure assets such as a canal towpath, walking
routes, bus stops or car parks
Existing:

© Crown copyright and database rights 2021 OS 100019682

•

Merrywalks & Wallbridge Roundabouts

36

© Crown copyright and database rights 2021 OS 100019682

Proposed advisory cycle lane from Cainscross to
proposed ramp at Wallbridge.

Key
Pavements
Green spaces
Tactile Paving
Cycle lane surface
Road markings

Illustrative

Reclaiming space to extend Wallbridge Green,
introduce pedestrian and cycle ramp with new
social/event space

Merrywalks & Wallbridge Roundabouts
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Using proposed Cainscrosss
advisory lane, cyclists approach
drop kerb in correct road position
Drop kerb for cyclists
leading onto ramp

Upgrade to a Zebra crossing for
crossing pedestrians

Illustrative

© Crown copyright and database rights 2021 OS 100019682

Key
Pavements
Green spaces
Tactile Paving
Belisha Beacon
Cycle lane surface
Road markings

Merrywalks & Wallbridge Roundabouts
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Informal pedestrian
crossings with tactile paving

Example from Oxford

Pavement build outs
to improve pedestrian
experience

Zebra crossings with tactile
paving

Illustrative

© Crown copyright and database rights 2021 OS 100019682

Advisory cycle lane
enables travel in a variety
of directions

Key
Pavements
Green spaces
Tactile Paving
Belisha Beacon
Cycle lane surface
Road markings

Merrywalks & Wallbridge Roundabouts
Illustrative
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Rowcroft & King St
Concept

Strategy
5 - Rowcroft & Kings St
Link & Nodal

•
•
•
•

To de-clutter the street space
To provide continuity of walking routes and improve
crossing safety
To calm traffic speeds
To provide wayfinding
To provide cycle parking
Implement contraflow cycle routes where possible
to enable continuity of cycle routes

Existing:

A ‘raised table’ (i.e. an area level with pavement height)
is proposed at the junction to provide continuity for
those on foot, creating a safer crossing point.

To provide a more continuous and connected cycle
route, a contraflow cycle lane on Rowcroft is proposed
with the potential to also consider a demarcated
cycling route on King Street as part of a pedestrian
priority street.

© Crown copyright and database rights 2021 OS 100019682

Design Objectives
•
•

40

Rowcroft & King St
Key
Ramp
Public seating
Tactile Paving
Flat kerb
Cycle lane surface
Coloured surface
(e.g. resin bound)

41
New public seating, bike stands &
wayfinding

Illustrative

Proposed segregated contraflow
cycle infrastructure

Raised table i.e flush with
pavement
© Crown copyright and database rights 2021 OS 100019682

Rowcroft & Kings St
Illustrative
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Gloucester St, High St, King St & Lansdown
Concept

Strategy
2 - Gloucester St, High St, King St & Lansdown
Link & Nodal Point

•
•
•

To de-clutter the street space
To provide greater continuity of walking routes and
improved crossing safety
To provide wayfinding
To provide cycle parking
Implement contraflow cycle routes where possible
to enable continuity of cycle routes.

Existing:

In parallel with the approach taken at Rowcroft &
King St, a raised table (flush to pavement height) is
proposed at this junction to provide a safer and more
comfortable pedestrian crossing space. And, to extend
the pavement width on Gloucester Street.

Also, it is proposed to connect cycle routes by
extending the contraflow cycle route all the way along
Lansdown (it currently stops at the corner of Lansdown/
Locking Hill) to King St and to install a segregated
contraflow cycle lane down Gloucester Street.

© Crown copyright and database rights 2021 OS 100019682

Design Objectives
•
•

43

Gloucester St, High St, King St & Lansdown
Segregated contraflow cycle lane and
widened pavement

Raised table with identical
surface treatment

Illustrative

Pedestrian Crossings with tactile
paving linking to Bank Gardens

© Crown copyright and database rights 2021 OS 100019682

Key
Ramp
Green space
Tactile Paving
Flat kerb
Cycle lane surface
Coloured surface
(e.g. resin bound)
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Gloucester St, High St, Kings St & Lansdown

Illustrative

45

Merrywalks
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Concept

Strategy
3 - Merrywalks
Edge

A flush median strip and soft landscaping is proposed
to visually narrow and ‘soften’ the streetscape with
the aim of calming traffic speeds and to create a more
pleasant environment. A number of raised crossings
also make it easier to cross and calm traffic speeds.

A number of pinch points along the street means the
potential for segregated cycle lanes is limited to certain
locations for example around the bus stop areas.

Design Objectives
•

Improve connectivity across the edge spaces to/
from the town-centre

•

Create segregated cycle infrastructure where
possible

Existing:

© Crown copyright and database rights 2021 OS 100019682

Merrywalks

47
Examples of how segregated cycle lanes
could be achieved in some locations

Key
Ramp
Green space
Tactile Paving
Cycle lane surface
Resin bound surface

Raised crossings which also
calm traffic speeds

Upgrade to a raised single phase crossing

Please note there are several pinch points (narrowings in width)
along Merrywalks and therefore there is limited scope for
continuous segregated cycling infrastructure.
© Crown copyright and database rights 2021 OS 100019682

London Road
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Strategy

Concept

4 - London Rd

In recognition of the narrow pavements on London
road, the proposal is to create an extended raised table
(i.e. to pavement height) with aim of reducing traffic
speeds and making it easier for pedestrians to pass
each other.

Gateway Space &
Link

As an additional measure it is proposed to incorporate
narrow ‘rain gardens’ to ‘soften’ the street, provide
sustainable drainage and subtly narrow the
carriageway to encourage calmer traffic speeds.

Design Objectives
•
•
•

To enable pedestrians to more easily pass each
other on the narrow pavement
To provide safer, attractive and more frequent
pedestrian crossings
To improve gateway / arrival experience

Existing:

© Crown copyright and database rights 2021 OS 100019682

London Road
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Large raised table area
flush with pavement to aid
passing pedestrians

Key
Ramp
Tactile Paving
Flat Kerb with corduroy tactile paving
Coloured surface
(e.g. resin bound)

Defined crossing areas

© Crown copyright and database rights 2021 OS 100019682

Rain gardens on the carriageway provide
sustainable drainage and help to ‘soften’ the
character of the street and encourage slower
traffic speeds

Subscription Rooms & Sims Clock
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Concept

Strategy

6 - Sub Rooms & Sims Clock & George St
Link & Nodal Point

The design proposed aims to integrate and enhance
the setting of Sims Clock and the Subscription Rooms.
Also, to improve the experience of crossing the area on
foot, provide secure places to lock a bike and places to
stop, rest and socialise.

Design Objectives
•
•
•
•
•

To enhance the setting of Sims Clock and
Subscription Rooms
To provide greater continuity of walking routes and
improved crossing safety
To provide seating and places for social interaction
To provide wayfinding
To provide cycle parking in this central local
location.

Existing:
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Subscription Rooms & Sims Clock
Declutter Subscription Rooms bollards by
reflecting those parallel on George street.

Safe crossing

Raised table area to enable
pedestrian crossings

Illustrative

Increase public space, seating and bike
stands around Sims Clock

Key
Ramp
Public seating
Tactile Paving
Flat Kerb
Coloured surface
(e.g. resin bound)
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Seating with bike stands
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Moving Forward
Actions that can be taken in the
short to medium term

Actions to take now
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Approach

Scope Potential for Active Travel Hubs

This report has proposed a framework to inform
changes to the layout and movement function
of streets within the town-centre to improve the
experience of walking and cycling. It has also produced
a number of illustrative concepts for key locations.

This would involve identifying the form and location(s)
of hub(s) that would encourage and support active
travel within the town-centre. This could include for
example, providing secure cycle parking, bike repair
facilities and tools, bike hire (including e-bikes),
charging points for e-bikes and route information.

However, securing funding for these infrastructure
schemes will be dependent on accessing funding in
partnership with local partners, for example, through
the Levelling Up Fund.
In the meantime, other initiatives and pilot projects can
be developed to help to test and refine proposals, build
momentum for change and start to affect change.
Below are a number of ideas that can be commenced
in the short to medium term.
Car Parking Review
At the time of publication, it is understood that a
car parking review for Stroud town-centre led by
Gloucestershire County Council is about to commence.
This is an opportunity to develop an overall strategy for
car parking provision and pricing to affect behaviour
change. Whilst being mindful of the concerns of the
business community and the need for inclusive access
this could for example, look to incentivise parking in
the car parks outside the town centre thus reducing the
number of vehicles entering the town-centre streets
looking for free on-street parking.

Extend Street Closure for Market
The council is already operating a temporary closure
of London Road for the farmer’s market on Saturdays.
The council could make this change permanent and
may also look to review and extend the operation to
incorporate additional areas and or times of operation.
Signage & Wayfinding
Building on the new signage already installed in a
number of car parks in the town-centre, develop a
wayfinding strategy and implement new signage across
the town-centre designed for a wide range of users
(including people on bikes). This could include for
example ‘heads up’ mapping, travel times by foot and
bike and use of symbols as well as text.

Pilot Projects
The aim of the following proposed pilot projects would
be to test and trial ideas and, if successful, to expand
and develop them into more permanent changes.
Last Mile ‘Micro Hub’ Delivery
The research identified that whilst some businesses
felt they had limited control over timings for deliveries
there was some openness to exploring opportunities
for e-cargo bike ‘last-mile deliveries’ using hyper-local
microhubs. In fact, through the research undertaken,
it was identified there are current operators of pedalpowered business delivery services operating in Stroud
who are keen to trial this approach.
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Temporary Informal Crossings
In some of the locations identified for improved / raised
pedestrian crossings, there is the potential to test out
proposed changes through temporary changes utilising
paint and / thermoplastics.
‘Pop-up’ Cycle Lanes
Drawing inspiration from some of the temporary Covid
initiatives to enable active travel, there is also potential
to trial cycle lanes / contra-flow lanes, by use of ‘light
segregation’ for example making use of ‘wands.’

Oxford‘s temporary ‘Broad Meadow’ Project
July 2021

A pilot project could help to highlight the potential of
this delivery system and establish the scope for a larger
roll out.
Parklets
Parklets are small areas of seating and planting
located in car parking spaces or underutilised areas
of street space. Such initiatives would help to assess
the potential for change. These could be operated
over a month or two in the summer in collaboration
with local businesses and their success monitored
through a range of approaches, such as footfall
analysis, sentiment mapping, traffic flow and air quality
monitoring.

E-cargo bike delivery in Stroud
Source: Bike Drop CIC

Light segregation using ‘wands’ in Bristol

